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INSIDE THE PERUVIAN 
POPULAR MOVEMENT 


Jueves el 13 de Marzo, 1992 


The author has been in Peru for five 
months, leaving the day President 
Fujimori suspended the constitution 
with the backing of the military. While 
there he was in contact with the 
Peruvian student movement, mostly at 
the Universidad Nacional Mayor de 
San Marcos. Jueves el 13 de Marzo, 
1992 

..I’ve really been able to learn just 
how removed Sendero Luminoso is 
from the Popular Movement. All of the 
students that I’ve talked to have been 
openly critical of SL, and the majority 
have outright condemned them. 
These are students who are leftists 
and are a part of the Popular 
Movement, struggling against the 
government and the repression. 

Probably nothing shows SL’s true 
relation and attitude towards the 
Popular Movement more than their 
killing of Maria Elena Moyano: Moyano 
was a leader in her community of Villa 
El Salvador (a pueblo joven that has 
developed to the point that it is now 


| called euphemistically a "marginal 
community”), a founder of the 
i Federacion Popular Mujeres de Villa El 
Salvador (a group that coordinates the 
activities of the comedores populares 
and clubes de madres in Villa El 
Salvador), and a founder of the 
Movimiento de Afirmacio’n Socialista 
(an independent leftist movement that 
advocates building an autogestional 


The self-organization of the 
popular movement here 
proves the workability of 
non-governmental, 
communalist movements. 

(independent) Popular Movement 
rather than working in the electoral 
system). 

On February 14, Moyano publicly 
condemned Sendero during a 
community assembly in Villa El 
Salvador. The community assembly is 
a feature of most pueblos jovenes. 
Essentially it is a gathering of the 
residents of a certain area to make 
decisions, resolve grievances, and 


Will Roe Go? 


dispense “popular” justice. Every 
resident has an equal say and equal 
right to participate in making decisions 
(although I only have second-hand 
confirmation of its egalitarian nature 
since I haven’t attended one). 

Moyano condemned Sendero for 
their bombing of the community 
center of the Federacion Popular de 
Mujeres de Villa El Salvador and for 
their killing of (leftist) community 
leaders. She called them egotistical, 
maniacal fanatics uninterested in the 
true plight of the poor; uninterested in 
building the movement. She pointed 
out that SL’s Paro Armado scheduled 
for the next day has adverse affects in 
poor communities. (The Paro Armado 
or “the armed strike” are days when SL 
declares that there will be a general 
strike: a strike they say they will 
enforce with arms. Anyone who goes 
into the street will be considered an 
“enemy of the people” and will be 
treated appropriately. Needless to 
say, almost no one pays attention to 
SL’s Paros Armados, not even the 
leftist unions or students. Of course 
there aren’t enough senderistas to 
even attempt to put into action what 
they say.) 

Because of her statements, 
Moyano was approached by a group of 
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Fujimori suspended the constitution 
with the backing of the military. While 
there he was in contact with the 
Peruvian student movement, mostly at 
the Universidad Nacional Mayor de 
San Marcos. Jueves el 13 de Marzo, 
1992 

..I’ve really been able to learn just 
how removed Sendero Luminoso is 
from the Popular Movement. All of the 
students that I’ve talked to have been 
openly critical of SL, and the majority 
have outright condemned them. 
These are students who are leftists 
and are a part of the Popular 
Movement, struggling against the 
government and the repression. 

Probably nothing shows SL’s true 
relation and attitude towards the 
Popular Movement more than their 
killing of Maria Elena Moyano: Moyano 
was a leader in her community of Villa 
El Salvador (a pueblo joven that has 
developed to the point that it is now 
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and clubes de madres in Villa El 
Salvador), and a founder of the 
Movimiento de Afirmacio’n Socialista 
(an independent leftist movement that 
advocates building an autogestional 


The self-organization of the 
popular movement here 
proves the workability of 
non-governmental, 
communalist movements. 

(independent) Popular Movement 
rather than working in the electoral 
system). 

On February 14, Moyano publicly 
condemned Sendero during a 
community assembly in Villa El 
Salvador. The community assembly is 
a feature of most pueblos jovenes. 
Essentially it is a gathering of the 
residents of a certain area to make 
decisions, resolve grievances, and 


Will Roe Go? 


taken from BACORR Newsletter, 
Spring 1992 


The right wing forces in this 
country are fast approaching another 
repressive milestone: the complete 
overturning of Roe v. Wade and the 
criminalization of abortion. 

As part of its continuing 
assault against women, the U.S. 
Supreme Court has agreed to hear 
arguments in the case of Planned 
Parenthood v. Casey, in which it will 
determine the “Constitutionality” of 
the now infamous Pennsylvania 
Abortion Control Act of 1989. 
Abortion rights have been severely 
curtailed over the last dozen years, 
effectively denying the option of 
abortion to the majority of the nation’s 
women, especially poor urban women. 
At least in theory, however, Roe v. 
Wade was still the law of the land. 
Many observers and legal scholars 
believe that this case may finally 
provide the opportunity to explicitly 
overrule Roe. 


What is n^rhans mnct 


The 1989 Abortion Control 
Act consists of four separate attacks 
on abortion rights in Pennsylvania, 
including a mandatory 24-hour delay 
between counselling and abortion, 
forcing pregnant women to visit a clinic 
at least twice and thus creating extra 
travelling costs and scheduling 
difficulties. It also requires married 
women to notify their husbands and 
provide proof of this before seeking 
an abortion. This is not only frequently 
difficult, since women seeking 
abortions are often unable to locate 
their cowardly or irresponsible 
husbands, but is consciously 
intended to utilize domestic violence 
situations to further restrict women’s 
options. Likewise, the law’s 
requirement that (unmarried) minor 
women obtain the consent of one or 
both parents is designed to make use 
of similar situations within the nuclear 
family. 

Perhaps even more 
repugnant is the Act’s anti-abortion 
counselling mandates. It requires that 


contirmation ot its egalitarian nature 
since I haven’t attended one). 

Moyano condemned Sendero for 
their bombing of the community 
center of the Federacion Popular de 
Mujeres de Villa El Salvador and for 
their killing of (leftist) community 
leaders. She called them egotistical, 
maniacal fanatics uninterested in the 
true plight of the poor; uninterested in 
building the movement. She pointed 
out that SL’s Paro Armado scheduled 
for the next day has adverse affects in 
poor communities. (The Paro Armado 
or “the armed strike” are days when SL 
declares that there will be a general 
strike: a strike they say they will 
enforce with arms. Anyone who goes 
into the street will be considered an 
“enemy of the people” and will be 
treated appropriately. Needless to 
say, almost no one pays attention to 
SL’s Paros Armados, not even the 
leftist unions or students. Of course 
there aren’t enough senderistas to 
even attempt to put into action what 
they say.) 

Because of her statements, 
Moyano was approached by a group of 
Senderistas upon leaving her house 
February 16 and was shot dead. As if 
this wasn’t enough, the Senderistas 
threw a lit stick of dynamite on her 
corpse ... with the expected results. 
Of course the killing of Moyano has 
just further alienated SL from the 
Popular Movement. There were tens 
of thousands of marchers at her 
funeral and there were 20,000 people 
at a homage to her which I attended on 
March 8th, International Women’s Day, 
in Villa El Salvador. Sendero tried to 
justify their killing of Moyano with a 
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taken from BACORR Newsletter, 
Spring 1992 

The right wing forces in this 
country are fast approaching another 
repressive milestone: the complete 
overturning of Roe v. Wade and the 
criminalization of abortion. 

As part of its continuing 
assault against women, the U.S. 
Supreme Court has agreed to hear 
arguments in the case of Planned 
Parenthood v. Casey, in which it will 
determine the “Constitutionality” of 
the now infamous Pennsylvania 
Abortion Control Act of 1989. 
Abortion rights have been severely 
curtailed over the last dozen years, 
effectively denying the option of 
abortion to the majority of the nation’s 
women, especially poor urban women. 
At least in theory, however, Roe v. 
Wade was still the law of the land. 
Many observers and legal scholars 
believe that this case may finally 
provide the opportunity to explicitly 
overrule Roe. 

What is perhaps most 
frightening is that one expert who | 
holds this opinion is Kathryn Kolbert, 
the ACLU attorney who will be arguing 
for Planned Parenthood on April 22, 
when the case will reach the Supreme 
Court. Being a skilled veteran of many 
such battles (she successfully argued 
against the 1982 Pennsylvania 
Abortion Control Act six years ago), 
she asserts that the court will overturn 
Roe using this case as a vehicle. 

Ms. Kolbert considers the 
current Pennsylvania case so 
dangerous because it was specifically 
designed to provide the rationale for 
outlawing abortion. Indeed, William 
Casey, the anti-choice governor of I 
Pennsylvania who has worked with its 
anti-choice legislature to design the 
Act, has stated that he will introduce a 
bill to ban all abortions if the Supreme 
Court upholds. Other statutes, 
including Utah, Louisiana, and the 
island of Guam, have already passed 
such laws. 


The 1989 Abortion Control 
Act consists of four separate attacks 
on abortion rights in Pennsylvania, 
, including a mandatory 24-hour delay 
between counselling and abortion, 
' forcing pregnant women to visit a clinic 
at least twice and thus creating extra 
travelling costs and scheduling 
difficulties. It also requires married 
women to notify their husbands and 
| provide proof of this before seeking 
! an abortion. This is not only frequently 
difficult, since women seeking 
abortions are often unable to locate 
their cowardly or irresponsible 
husbands, but is consciously 
intended to utilize domestic violence 
situations to further restrict women’s 
I options. Likewise, the law’s 
| requirement that (unmarried) minor 
women obtain the consent of one or 
both parents is designed to make use 
of similar situations within the nuclear 
family. 

Perhaps even more 
repugnant is the Act’s anti-abortion 
counselling mandates. It requires that 
only doctors may provide information 
regarding abortions to patients and 
that the only material they may use to 
do so be state-approved anti-abortion 
propaganda, including pictures of 
fetuses and other Operation Rescue- 
style garbage. Stephen Friend, the 
rabidly Catholic state representative 
who authored both Abortion Control 
Acts and whose anti-choice cronies 
will be “approving” this propaganda, 
once declared during a radio interview 
that there should be no exception for 
“alleged” rapes in anti-abortion laws 
because, if truly raped, women 
produce “a certain secretion which has 
a tendency to kill sperm.” 

When taken together as a 
whole, the 1989 Act does essentially 
three things: create extremely difficult 
obstacles with which a woman must 
contend in order to obtain an abortion, 
attempt to greatly restrict and 
substantially bias the (mis)information 
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this wasn’t enough, the Senderistas 
threw a lit stick of dynamite on her 
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Of course the killing of Moyano has 
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(Prison Articles) 


The new “Tombs” holding pen jail in NYC. Prisons are the main “growth 
industry” in the U.S. today. 
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This Epoch Must 
Be Abolished 


The current epoch is clearly 
one which must be abolished. It is one 
of disaster, one in which the 
possibilities for a life worth living seem 
dimmer and dimmer. Madness and 
misery spread at an unprecedented 
rate. Populations clap and cheer as 
other populations are carpet-bombed. 
Alienated youth take over high-tech 
appliance stores, only to watch 
themselves die on a wall of television 
screens. Mountainsides are 
decimated in order to make way for 
more automobiles. And in this epoch, 
all is rationalized; everything is 
explained calmly, as if the 
disappearance of a species could be 
explained calmly, or the complete 
depletion of a stand of trees. Cynicism 
is the generalized way of relating to 
the problems of the world. Thinking 
about the world and understanding it 
has given way to consumption and 
repetition of massified thoughts. The 
success story of modern domination is 
this: its victims have so thoroughly 
internalized its regimen and order that 
they actually believe those 
characteristics to be their own. 
Domination achieves its end by 
allowing people to act as their own 
oppressors. 

Perhaps the most alarming 
aspect of this world and its 
progression is that its existence is 
successfully presented as completely 
valid, desirable, and unstoppable. It is 
nearly universally accepted that the 
point we have reached is the 
inevitable outcome of human 
evolution. Domination completes 
itself by establishing the fact that it is 
simultaneously necessary and 
indestructible. This world seems to 


aware of how it manages our lives 
through its weapons and seductions. 
We need to discover how we have 
internalized its logic and its routine, 
and we must comprehend the process 
by which we have become our own 
worst enemies. 

A new world can be created. 
Those of us who claim that things 
cannot be changed for the better 
ignore the fact that they change for 
the worse daily and that we participate 
daily in that change. A refusal to 
participate demands that one 
challenge oneself; it demands that i 
one constantly question one's own| 
behavior. In order for a willing 
participant to become a willful rebel 
one must begin to recreate one’s life. 
Domination is everywhere. Everything 
must be questioned. Where we are 
complacent domination hides. Our 
preconceptions about ourselves only 
serve to stall our discovery of what we 
can be. Those who claim to be making 
their own decisions and living their 
own lives already are examples of 
prisoners whose imaginations merely 
wander the prison's inner wall. The ; 
point is to destroy the prison 
altogether. One cannot be oneself in 
this world, one can only begin the 
process of creating oneself: the 
process of revolution. 


i-—————-—■■ 


Slingshot 


This is the first Slingshot to come 
out since December. We started this 
issue with a desire to make all sorts of 
changes; many of these plans were 
abandoned, but notice the lack of 
hand drawn headlines. 

Slingshot 

Wants to expand, improve, evolve, 
develop, etc. You can help. 

(1) Give us articles. News, theoretical, 
historical, cultural, action reports... A 
lot of things should be covered in 
Slingshot that were lacking in this 
issue, campus events, for example; 
we need people with angles on 
missed topics to contribute written 
material. 

Also send us graphix, 
photographs, poetry, calender 
events, and anything else we can 
print. Send us letters; tell us how bad 
we really are. 

(2) Become Slingshot: get involved 
with the collective; do lots of shitwork; 
meaning typing, proofreading, layout, 
mailing, distribution and fundraising. 
We need fresh perspectives in the 
group. 


(3) We absolutely have to have more 
money. We hope to do more musical 
benefits, coordinators and bands let 
us know if you're interested. 

So drop by our office, or send all 
cash and valuables, printable material, 
or how to get a hold of you to: 

Slingshot 
700 Eshleman Hall 
University of California 
Berkeley, California 94720 
University of California? We're 
sponsored by ASUC, and they want to 
be damn sure you know: 

This publication is not an official 
publication of the Associated Students of 
the University of California Berkeley. Tht 
views expressed heirin are the views of th( 
writers only. They are not necessarily thr 
views of the Associated students of the 
University of California Berkeley nor the 
University of California Berkeley. 


Slingshot 
Spring, 1992 

Circulation: 4000 Volume #1 Issue #45 
All events are wheelchair accessible 




























depletion ot a stand ot trees, cynicism 
is the generalized way of relating to 
the problems of the world. Thinking 
about the world and understanding it 
has given way to consumption and 
repetition of massified thoughts. The 
success story of modern domination is 
this: its victims have so thoroughly 
internalized its regimen and order that 
they actually believe those 
characteristics to be their own. 
Domination achieves its end by 
allowing people to act as their own 
oppressors. 

Perhaps the most alarming 
aspect of this world and its 
progression is that its existence is 
successfully presented as completely 
valid, desirable, and unstoppable. It is 
nearly universally accepted that the 
point we have reached is the 
inevitable outcome of human 
evolution. Domination completes 
itself by establishing the fact that it is 
simultaneously necessary and 
indestructible. This world seems to 
offer no possibility for escape; all 
change is limited to within its frontiers. 
It is said over and over again that we 
must work within the system, but it is 
the system which is killing us and this 
planet. It is killing us systematically. 
We produce this world daily, while 
working within that system. 

If we are to understand 
anything at all about this world, we 
must first realize that it is not in any way 

valid, desirable, or unstoppable. The 
forces of domination, in their perpetual 
attack on dreaming and the 
imagination, have made this lie 
possible. We are made to believe so 
strongly in this world, by way of 
continual bombardment to the effect 
that this is the ‘natural’ outcome of 
humanity’s wandering, for a very 
precise reason- so we don’t act on the 
desire to create a new world. 
Domination has survived successfully 
for this long, because it has always 
colonized the future in our heads. 
This colonization must end; the 
possibilities for a new world do exist. 
Those possibilities exist within each of 
us. The exploration of those 
possibilities depends on the decision 
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process of creating oneself: the 
process of revolution. 


issue, campus events, for example; 
we need people with angles on 
missed topics to contribute written 
material. 

Also send us graphix, 
photographs, poetry, calender 
events, and anything else we can 
| print. Send us letters; tell us how bad 
we really are. 

; (2) Become Slingshot: get involved 
with the collective; do lots of shitwork; 
meaning typing, proofreading, layout, 
mailing, distribution and fundraising. 
We need fresh perspectives in the 
group. 


sponsored by ASUC, and they want to 
be damn sure you know: 

This publication is not an official 
publication of the Associated Students of 
the University of California Berkeley. The 
views expressed heirin are die views of tin 
writers only. They are not necessarily the 
views of the Associated students of the 
University of California Berkeley nor the 
University of California Berkeley. 

Slingshot 
Spring, 1992 

Circulation: 4000 Volume #1 Issue #45 
All events are wheelchair accessible 






On Police Protection 


By Alfonso Texidor 


























indestructible. This world seems to 
offer no possibility for escape; all 
change is limited to within its frontiers. 
It is said over and over again that we 
must work within the system, but it is 
the system which is killing us and this 
planet. It is killing us systematically. 
We produce this world daily, while 
working within that system. 

If we are to understand 
anything at all about this world, we 
must first realize that it is not in any way 

valid, desirable, or unstoppable. The 
forces of domination, in their perpetual 
attack on dreaming and the 
imagination, have made this lie 
possible. We are made to believe so 
strongly in this world, by way of 
continual bombardment to the effect 
that this is the ‘natural’ outcome of 
humanity’s wandering, for a very 
precise reason-- so we don’t act on the 
desire to create a new world. 
Domination has survived successfully 
for this long, because it has always 
colonized the future in our heads. 
This colonization must end; the 
possibilities for a new world do exist. 
Those possibilities exist within each of 
us. The exploration of those 
possibilities depends on the decision 
to reject the forces of domination as 
they manifest themselves in each of 
us and on the ruthless examination of 
the mechanisms of this world. In order 
to destroy the forces of domination 
and their world, we must be able to 
recognize them in all their forms and 
representations. 

If we are to end this epoch of 
disaster then we must define it. It is 
imperative that we pinpoint the 
workings of this world precisely. The 
forces of domination do not exist as an 
intangible monolith. Domination’s 
existence is very real. It is present in 
the structures of our daily lives and our 
relations with one another. It is the 
sum of our constraints. It must be 
examined, understood, and, in the 
end, overthrown. We must become 
aware of how domination functions, 



On Police Protection 

By Alfonso Texidor 


About all I can see around me 
are things that are hard to believe, 
things I can’t do 
and things I can’t have... 
then the police keep coming in, 
swooping down and kicking ass. 

They really don’t care 
about the why’s and whyfores 
if you lie, cheat and steal, 
or crook and connive 
and kill one another. 

They’re merely being paid 

to watch us in our desertion, 

and to verify when, how and if in fact we lie, 

cheat and steal 

or crook and connive 

and kill one another, 

and if you understood 


the real nature of this business the Police Force, 
then you’d know they’re not there 
for anybody’s care or concern... 

Because we live 

in a neighborhood of people who lie, 

cheat and steal, 

and crook and connive 

and kill one another... 

But, anyway, 

about all I can see around me 
are things that are hard to believe 
people without jobs 
or a place to live, 

and nobody knows much of anything. 

Then the police keep coming in, 
swooping down and kicking ass. 

I don’t need police protection, 

I need protection from the police! 

(Reprinted from CAMBIO newspaper) 
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No More Wichitas! 

Women Stop O.R. In Buffalo This April! 


from BACORR Newsletter, Spring 
1992 

This is a national call for 
abortion rights activists from all points 
to defend the women's clinics in 
Buffalo, New York this April and May. 
Randall Terry plans to send thousands 
of Operation "Rescue" thugs to march 
on the clinics and attempt to shut them 
down for a month beginning on April 
20 in Buffalo. 

The mayor of Buffalo, who ran 
on a "pro-life" party platform, has 
invited Terry and O.R. to descend on 
that city and make an example of it for 
ail who would believe that women 
must have the right to seek abortions. 
The mayor has said he wants to give 
the anti's medals for what they do at 
the clinics, and he has warned his 
police that they'd better exact "even- 
handed vengeance" upon pro- 
choicers who go out to keep the 
clinics open. The only thing to do is 
get enough people there from jump 
street to keep those clinics open, and 
to do it safely and effectively. The fight 
in Buffalo is our fight. 



formed to combat the month-long 
siege being planned by Operation 
"Rescue." 

Most people recall the siege 
of Wichita, Kansas last year by 
Operation "Rescue." Neither federal 
police nor injunctions nor judges' 
penalties kept the fanatics from 
returning to the clinics again and again 
for six whole weeks, spreading their 
particularly disgruntled brand of terror, 
and shutting clinics down. They got six 
weeks of prime time media coverage; 
they portrayed themselves as a mighty 
mass movement in favor of outlawing 
abortion. The entire country saw them 
hurling themselves at women and at 
the clinic doors, and they looked 
unstoppable.... 

What was missing from the 
equation in Wichita? What made O.R., 
which originally planned only to "hit" 
Wichita for one week, decide to dig 
right in for six weeks? The answer is 
clinic defenders. There was no large, 
organized, independent, well-planned 
effort by pro-choice women and men 
to defend the Wichita clinics against 
O.R. The locals were overwhelmed— 
they needed national support to 
defend themselves against a national 
assault by O.R. National NOW and 
Planned Parenthood made a national 
call alright—they called for people not 
to help out in Wichita; they said it was 
best for pro-choice people to stay 
away, as far as possible. As a result, 
O.R. turned women's lives and privacy 
into a ghastly circus in Wichita. After 
O.R. ran out of steam, declared its 
mission accomplished and left 
Wichita—only after they were safely 
gone, did the mainstream "pro-choice” 
organizations like NOW's Patricia 
Ireland stand up and say, "Boy, we're 
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More Than Abortion 


The struggle for women's 
reproductive freedom covers more 
than just abortion, but all aspects of 
reproductive rights. Whether women 
have children, how many, and at what 
intervals determines virtually 
everything else about a woman's life. 
In order for us to live truly self- 
determined lives we need safe, easy, 
and effective methods of birth control; 
freedom from sterilization abuse; 
access to safe, legal abortions; and 
adequate health care, especially for 
low-income women. 

There is no method of birth control 
that is 100% effective, but the US 
government obviously does not 


uses a method of birth control 
flawlessly and without fail still runs the 
risk of becoming pregnant. When a 
woman becomes pregnant, she may 
have to make a decision between 
having a child and continuing a career 
or school. Men are not usually as 
directly effected. Together we have to 
work to set up social conditions that 
make raising a child a viable option for 
a woman, not to worry about the 
"viability" of the fetus. 

If the "right-to-lifers" were truly 
concerned about human life, they 
would not only be concerned with a 
fetus, but with what happened to that 
fetus once it was brought into the 











More Than Abortion 


the anti's medals for what they do at 
the clinics, and he has warned his 
police that they’d better exact "even- 
handed vengeance" upon pro- 
choicers who go out to keep the 
clinics open. The only thing to do is 
get enough people there from jump 
street to keep those clinics open, and 
to do it safely and effectively. The fight 
in Buffalo is our fight. 



If you can go to Buffalo, or if 
you can help out with fund-raising to 
support those who are going, or if you 
have access to frequent flyer tickets or 
other cheap means of travel, call 
BACORRM We are helping to 
coordinate clinic defense and national 
support of the Buffalo clinics with the 
abortion rights group BUC (Buffalo 
United for Choice), which has been 


What was missing from the 
equation in Wichita? What made O.R., 
which originally planned only to "hit" 
Wichita for one week, decide to dig 
right in for six weeks? The answer is 
clinic defenders. There was no large, 
organized, independent, well-planned 
effort by pro-choice women and men 
to defend the Wichita clinics against 
O.R. The locals were overwhelmed— 
they needed national support to 
defend themselves against a national 
assault by O.R. National NOW and 
Planned Parenthood made a national 
call alright—they called for people not 
to help out in Wichita; they said it was 
best for pro-choice people to stay 
away, as far as possible. As a result, 
O.R. turned women's lives and privacy 
into a ghastly circus in Wichita. After 
O.R. ran out of steam, declared its 
mission accomplished and left 
Wichita—only after they were safely 
gone, did the mainstream "pro-choice" 
organizations like NOW's Patricia 
Ireland stand up and say, "Boy, we're 
ready to go toe to toe with these 
bullies...we're going to elect pro- 
choice representatives to Congress." 
SO THERE. We're sure the women of 
Wichita found great comfort in that, 
about as much as did the millions of 
pro-choice women and men in this 
country who felt the reverberation of 
the political and physical setback the 
abortion rights movement sustained 
after O.R. ran wild in Wichita, virtually 
unopposed. 

So here comes O.R. again. 
On to Buffalo in 1992 they say. 
Emboldened by the Wichita 
experience last year, needing to 
appear to be a giant grassroots 
movement to justify the impending 
Supreme Court decision to overturn 
Roe v. Wade later in the spring, 
continued on page 14 


The struggle for women's 
reproductive freedom covers more 
than just abortion, but all aspects of 
reproductive rights. Whether women 
have children, how many, and at what 
intervals determines virtually 
everything else about a woman's life. 
In order for us to live truly self- 
determined lives we need safe, easy, 
and effective methods of birth control; 
freedom from sterilization abuse; 
access to safe, legal abortions; and 
adequate health care, especially for 
low-income women. 

There is no method of birth control 
that is 100% effective, but the US 
government obviously does not 
consider this a priority as it spends 
only twenty-five cents per taxpayer, 
per year on birth control research and 
development. One of the oldest and 
most effective forms of birth control is 
the condom, and yet we still see most 
research directed toward 
women-- stopping sperm from 
fertilizing the egg once its already 
inside the woman's body. The 
argument runs that it is easier to inhibit 
one egg than vast quantities of sperm, 
but it seems that men are just reluctant 
to undergo the risks and 
inconveniences that women 
constantly undergo with birth control. 
It is not just a woman's problem. Men 
need to start taking equal 
responsibility and stand up to demand 
more effective methods. 

As it stands, even a woman who 


uses a method of birth control 
flawlessly and without fail still runs the 
risk of becoming pregnant. When a 
woman becomes pregnant, she may 
have to make a decision between 
having a child and continuing a career 
or school. Men are not usually as 
directly effected. Together we have to 
work to set up social conditions that 
make raising a child a viable option for 
a woman, not to worry about the 
"viability" of the fetus. 

If the "right-to-lifers" were truly 
concerned about human life, they 
would not only be concerned with a 
fetus, but with what happened to that 
fetus once it was brought into the 
world. Unwanted babies can always 
be put up for adoption, but if they are 
imperfect in any way, and many times 
even if they are not white, they run the 
risk of never being adopted. 

Most "right-to-lifers" are not 
concerned that people live lives of 
dignity. Their real agenda lies in the 
control of women's lives and 
population control. Most women who 
receive abortions are middle class 
white women, and it is a threat to 
"white supremacy" when there are not 
enough white children being born. 
The people who protest abortion 
today were not protesting the massive 
forced sterilizations of Latina, Black, 
and Native American women that 
occurred in the 70's and still goes on 
today through economic incentives for 
sterilization and use of Norplant, a five- 
year contraceptive device. In fact, 
some "right-to-life" groups even 
finance and support sterilization abuse 
among low income and minority 
women. 

The issue of reproductive rights is 
also intricately linked to affordable 
health care. Black women die during 


Fuck the Democrats! 


A. Kronstadt, The Shadow 


Is anyone not yet convinced of the utter 


expensive for the rich. They found themselves in 
cutthroat industrial competition with nations 
where workers were not treated generously: na¬ 
tions where bullets rather than the welfare were 


vivor by hustling a few dollars. All this is being 
carried out by a Democratic administration 
which doles out more money to keep people 
from helping themselves than to helo oeoole. 








If you can go to Buffalo, or if 
you can help out with fund-raising to 
support those who are going, or if you 
have access to frequent flyer tickets or 
other cheap means of travel, call 
BACORR!! We are helping to 
coordinate clinic defense and national 
support of the Buffalo clinics with the 
abortion rights group BUC (Buffalo 
United for Choice), which has been 


ready to go toe to toe with these 
bullies...we're going to elect pro- 
choice representatives to Congress." 
SO THERE. We're sure the women of 
Wichita found great comfort in that, 
about as much as did the millions of 
pro-choice women and men in this 
country who felt the reverberation of 
the political and physical setback the 
abortion rights movement sustained 
after O.R. ran wild in Wichita, virtually 
unopposed. 

So here comes O.R. again. 
On to Buffalo in 1992 they say. 
Emboldened by the Wichita 
experience last year, needing to 
appear to be a giant grassroots 
movement to justify the impending 
Supreme Court decision to overturn 
Roe v. Wade later in the spring, 
continued on page 14 
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consider this a priority as it spends 
only twenty-five cents per taxpayer, 
per year on birth control research and 
development. One of the oldest and 
most effective forms of birth control is 
the condom, and yet we still see most 
research directed toward 
women- stopping sperm from 
fertilizing the egg once its already 
inside the woman's body. The 
argument runs that it is easier to inhibit 
one egg than vast quantities of sperm, 
but it seems that men are just reluctant 
to undergo the risks and 
inconveniences that women 
constantly undergo with birth control. 
It is not just a woman's problem. Men 
need to start taking equal 
responsibility and stand up to demand 
more effective methods. 

As it stands, even a woman who 
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world. Unwanted babies can always 
be put up for adoption, but if they are 
imperfect in any way, and many times 
even if they are not white, they run the 
risk of never being adopted. 

Most "right-to-lifers" are not 
concerned that people live lives of 
dignity. Their real agenda lies in the 
control of women's lives and 
population control. Most women who 
receive abortions are middle class 
white women, and it is a threat to 
"white supremacy" when there are not 
enough white children being born. 
The people who protest abortion 
today were not protesting the massive 
forced sterilizations of Latina, Black, 
and Native American women that 
occurred in the 70's and still goes on 
today through economic incentives for 
sterilization and use of Norplant, a five- 
year contraceptive device. In fact, 
some "right-to-life" groups even 
finance and support sterilization abuse 
among low income and minority 
women. 

The issue of reproductive rights is 
also intricately linked to affordable 
health care. Black women die during 
pregnancy and childbirth at more than 
three times the rate of white women. 
Most of these deaths can b e 
prevented by better medical care 
during pregnancy. Also, women with 
greater economic resources will always 
have greater access to abortion if they 
choose this option. 

Most women don't choose the 
option of abortion simply because we 
don't want or like children. We choose 
it as the only alternative in the face of 
the social conditions under which we 
live. We need to make motherhood an 
economically viable option without 
social stigma or serious health risks. If 
abortion becomes illegal we will only 
see a lot of women, whose lives were 
full of potential, dead from illegal 
abortions. Women will only have full 
reproductive rights when we have real 
choices about if and when to have 
children and are treated as respected 
and valued members of society 
regardless of our choices. 


Fuck the Democrats! 


A. Kronstadt, The Shadow 

Is anyone not yet convinced of the utter 
moral and spiritual bankruptcy of the Democrat¬ 
ic Party in New York City and nationwide?. Is 
anyone still in doubt about its impotence to do 
anything to improve the lives of poor and work¬ 
ing class people? Once upon a time, during the 
Great Depression of the 1930 s, the rich in 
America felt threatened by a mass uprising of 
poor people who had nothing to lose. The more 
enlightened among them decided that it was 
better to part with some of their profits and 
make a few concessions than to lose everything in 
a bloody revolution. A New Deal was proposed 
in which those on the bottom of the heap were 
thrown a few crumbs to give them an illusion 
that the system was working for them. The dis¬ 
penser of these crumbs was the Democratic Party. 
For many years the Democrats gained votes by 
sprinkling crumbs around. They gave the im¬ 
pression of a humane, generous party bent on 
preserving a social contract where everyone could 
find a niche and eventually rise up into die main¬ 
stream. 

As time passed, the crumbs became more 


expensive for the rich. They found themselves in 
cutthroat industrial competition with nations 
where workers were not treated generously: na¬ 
tions where bullets rather than the welfare were 
employed to control the discontented. The rich 
put Ronald Reagan in the White House and 
gave him a mandate to cut off the bounty, to put 
it back in the hands of the rich so that they could 
reinvest it and grow richer. 

Where did this leave the Democrats? 
Grumbless. with no more patronage to laddie 
out, their liberal, generous rhetoric began to 
sound like hot air. It became more and more dif¬ 
ficult to distinguish them from the Republicans. 
These Republicrats, in places like New York, be¬ 
came administrators of austerity and repression. 
This is how the Democrats went from building 
huge housing projects in the 50’s and 60s to 
building fences to keep the homeless out of va 
cant lots in the 90 s. 

The Democrats are coming to town next 
summer. These con artists want to hold their 
convention in a city where their dominance is 
taken for granted—and they think New York is 
such a place. We are witnessing stepped up re¬ 
pression against street people, peddlers, panhan 
dlers, pot dealers—everyone who is trying to sur¬ 


vivor by hustling a few dollars. All this is being 
carried out by a Democratic administration 
which doles out more money to keep people 
from helping themselves than to help people. 
Much of this repression is intended to “clean up 
the streets” for the convention—to present the 
image of a squeaky-clean liberal-Democratic suc¬ 
cess story instead of the reality of a raunchy, fetid 
Democratic Party fiasco. 

We say stick it to them. The summer of 
1992 will be a summer of rage, and in New York 
the appropriate target far that rage is the Demo¬ 
cratic Party. The angel of austerity, Mario Cuo¬ 
mo, is being presented as the new liberal Messi¬ 
ah. The butcher of City University, the patron of 
the James Bay environmental disaster-in-the- 
making is now being groomed as the big daddy 
of the new enlightenment. The Democrats 
should not be allowed to have their convention 
here, and if they do have it. they should be forced 
to have it in the midst of a three-ring political 
circus in which the whole mess that they have 
created in New York is smeared in their faces! 

The Shadow can be readied at Shadow Press, PO Box 
20298. NY, NY 10009. 


Trash the Convention - 1992!!! 



Leonard Peltier and Big Mountain: 
500 Years of Resistance Continues 


This year, 1992, marks the 
500 year anniversary of the Columbus 
expedition, which many governments 
and corporations are celebrating as 
"An Encounter of Cultures." The 
counter-movement to this, loosely 
organized under the banner of "500 
Years of Resistance," seeks to 
counter the prevailing mythology 
about the Columbus voyages, and 
many people in Europe and the 
Americas are organizing cultural and 
educational events towards that end. 

The indigenous people of 
North America are survivors of a 
holocaust of immeasurable 
proportions. Re-examination of 
American history is a moral necessity 
for the United States as a whole, and a 
difficult thing for the individual. On the 
one hand, when many non-Indian 
people look at events of the past, they 
cannot help but acknowledge that 
what occurred was an atrocity 
motivated by racism and greed, and 
many people see cause for shame. On 
the other hand, we all know we cannot 
change the past, most of us like to 
think that given the chance we would 
surely do better, and furthermore most 
Americans have been led to believe 
that all these bad things ended with 
the Wounded Knee Massacre of 
1890. Consequently, many people 
feel there is little or nothing to be done 
about it now. 

If this examination of the past 
is going to have any meaning for the 
future, however, it is necessary to look 
beyond 1890 and also assess the fate 
of Indian people in the 20th century, 
which is nearly over, and about which 
most non-Indians know next to 
nothing. The Indian Wars did not end 
100 years ago but have continued 
throughout this century, in a more 
sophisticated form but with just as 
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conglomerates, in order to violate 
every treaty made with the Indian 
nations and thereby get its hands on 
the little land these people had left. A 
central plank in this strategy was the 
establishment of the tribal council 
system, which gave the appearance of 
Native autonomy but was in fact 
controlled by the Department of 
Interior. Tribal councils were opposed 



Leonard Peltier framed bu 
FBI, is still in jail for his 
defense of Wounded Knee. 


by most Indian tribes, but they are the 
only Indian voice recognized by the 
federal government and they are 
empowered to do nothing but sell or 
lease tribal land. The U.S. government 
has made it clear that it will stop at 
nothing to get this land. In recent 
years it has acted with particular 
ruthlessness at Big Mountain in 


of this is happening, but things are 
coming to head very quickly. The 
Bush administration • wants it all 
wrapped up this year because 
Peabody Coal has negotiated some 
big deals with Japan which require 
immediate expansion, and the sale of 
this coal is expected to significantly 
narrow the trade deficit with the 
Japanese. So we have every reason 
to believe that the ax will fall for good in 
the summer of 1992, and the dramatic 
increase in harassment of people on 
the land last fall bears this out. 

The Pine Ridge Sioux 
Reservation in South Dakota sits on 
top of the largest uranium deposits in 
the United States. Uranium mining has 
long been opposed by the traditional 
Lakotas but in the early 1970s Pine 
Ridge had a tribal council headed by a 
man named Dick Wilson who favored 

uranium development and routinely 
murdered or assaulted his opponents. 
This situation led the traditional 
Lakotas to ask the American Indian 
Movement (AIM) for help, which 
resulted in the occupation Of 
Wounded Knee in 1973. 

In the backlash of the next 
three years, scores of Indian people at 
Pine Ridge were murdered and 
hundreds more were victims of violent 
assaults. The vast majority of these 
crimes have never been investigated, 
even though the FBI has jurisdiction 
and maintained at the time its highest 
ratio of agents to civilians found 
anywhere in the country.The FBI was 
in fact providing Wilson's vigilante 
squad with intelligence about AIM 
members and an impressive array of 
military assault weapons because the 
federal police were massed at Pine 
Ridge for the express purpose of 
destroying AIM. 

This reign of terror reached a 


cultural genocide, but these issues 
are being raised with all eyes squarely 
on the past. Our crocodile tears will not 
help Crazy Horse and will do even less 
for his descendants. Reality in Indian 
Country today means nearly total 
unemployment and forced sterilization 
and forced relocation and malnutrition. 
It means having the highest rate of 
infant mortality and the lowest life 
expectancy. It means chronic injustice 
and political assassination. All these 
things are acts of war, pure and simple, 
and the citizens of the U.S. need to 
not only recognize that these things 
occur, but also recognize the degree 
to which they profit from their 
occurrence. This is especially true of 
people who count themselves as part 
of the movement for progressive 
social change in this country, because 
the moral integrity of the movement, 
like the moral integrity of the nation, 
rests with its ability to face the wrongs 
still being done to the Native people 
of North America. The struggles to 
stop relocation at Big Mountain and 
gain justice for Leonard Peltier are 
both good places to start. 

To this end we are calling for 
coordinated international days of 
action on the following dates: 

June 26th - Anniversary 
of the Oglala shootout - Day of 
Action to Free Leonard Peltier 

July 6th - Anniversary of 
the relocation deadline at Big 
Mountain - Day of Action for Big 
Mountain 

October 12th - Day of 
Action in honor of 500 Years of 
.Ongoing Native Resistance in 
the Americas 


Authors: Mary McLaughlin (Seattle 
Leonard Peltier Support Group), Arthur 
Miller (Bayou La Rose, Red Knife 
Defense/Support Committee), and Pete 
Murney (Support for Native Sovereignty, 
Seattle Big Mountain Support Group) 


There are many ways of 
getting our message across on these 
days, including protests (vigils, 








difficult thing for the individual. On the 
one hand, when many non-Indian 
people look at events of the past, they 
cannot help but acknowledge that 
what occurred was an atrocity 
motivated by racism and greed, and 
many people see cause for shame. On 
the other hand, we all know we cannot 
change the past, most of us like to 
think that given the chance we would 
surely do better, and furthermore most 
Americans have been led to believe 
that all these bad things ended with 
the Wounded Knee Massacre of 
1890. Consequently, many people 
feel there is little or nothing to be done 
about it now. 

If this examination of the past 
is going to have any meaning for the 
future, however, it is necessary to look 
beyond 1890 and also assess the fate 
of Indian people in the 20th century, 
which is nearly over, and about which 
most non-Indians know next to 
nothing. The Indian Wars did not end 
100 years ago but have continued 
throughout this century, in a more 
sophisticated form but with just as 
disastrous consequences for Indian 
people. A few general points must be 
borne in mind any discussion of these 
issues. First of all, it must b e 
remembered that treaties are the 
supreme law of the land and they are 
made only between sovereign 
nations. The United States does not 
make treaties with individual states or 
minority populations. This is a fact 
often forgotten or trivialized and this 
issue of native sovereignty is at the 
heart of every traditional land struggle 
in North America. Secondly, when the 
reservation system was set up, Indians 
were pushed into the lands nobody 
else wanted because those lands 
were not arable or good for grazing. In 
the 20th century it was discovered that 
most of the nation's mineral reserves 
(coal, shale oil, natural gas and, most 
importantly, uranium) lie under this 
undesirable land. 

So once again, Indian people 
found themselves in the way of 
progress. Which leads to the third 
point, which is that the United States' 
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by most Indian tribes, but they are the 
only Indian voice recognized by the 
federal government and they are 
empowered to do nothing but sell or 
lease tribal land. The U.S. government 
has made it clear that it will stop at 
nothing to get this land. In recent 
years it has acted with particular 
ruthlessness at Big Mountain in 
Arizona and Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota. 

Big Mountain is one 
community in the Black Mesa region of 
the Navaho Reservation where right 
now, today, hundreds of Dine families 
(Dine is the traditional Navajo's name 
for themselves) are facing imminent 
forced removal from their homes on 
Indian land so that Peabody Coal can 
expand its Black Mesa operation, 
already the largest stripmine in the 
world. These people, who live in some 
of the last traditional Native 
communities in North America, have 

been fighting relocation for the past 
16 years. 

In 1974, Congress enacted 
Public Law 93-531, which mandated 
the relocation of 10,000 Dine people. 
This was supposedly done to resolve 
a land dispute between the Navajo 
and Hopi, who have lived side by side 
for centuries, but the dispute was a 
hoax, fabricated in order to secure title 
for the execution of mineral 
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long been opposed by the traditional 
Lakotas but in the early 1970s Pine 
Ridge had a tribal council headed by a 
man named Dick Wilson who favored 

uranium development and routinely 
murdered or assaulted his opponents. 
This situation led the traditional 
Lakotas to ask the American Indian 
Movement (AIM) for help, which 
resulted in the occupation Of 
Wounded Knee in 1973. 

In the backlash of the next 
three years, scores of Indian people at 
Pine Ridge were murdered and 
hundreds more were victims of violent 
assaults. The vast majority of these 
crimes have never been investigated, 
even though the FBI has jurisdiction 
and maintained at the time its highest 
ratio of agents to civilians found 
anywhere in the country.The FBI was 
in fact providing Wilson's vigilante 
squad with intelligence about AIM 
members and an impressive array of 
military assault weapons because the 
federal police were massed at Pine 
Ridge for the express purpose of 
destroying AIM. 

This reign of terror reached a 
climax on June 26, 1975, when two 
FBI agents opened fire on an AIM 
camp near Oglala, South Dakota, 
initiating a shootout in which both 
agents and an AIM member named 
Joe Stuntz were killed. Predictably, 
Joe Stuntz's death has never been 
investigated. In addition, on the day of 
the shootout, Dick Wilson was in 
Washington, D.C. illegally signing over 
one-eighth of the reservation for 
uranium development. 

The deaths of the two agents 
led to more terror at Pine Ridge and 
eventually AIM member Leonard 
Peltier was sentenced to two 
consecutive life terms for aiding and 
abetting in their deaths. He has spent 
the past 15 years in federal prison for a 
crime he did not commit, convicted 
and sentenced on the basis of 
evidence and testimony which the 
government acknowledged over a 
decade ago was false. Leonard was 
recently denied an evidentiary hearing 
in his latest effort to get a new trial, and 

there is now a rnnnwnrl offnrt to not 
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stop relocation at Big Mountain and 
gain justice for Leonard Peltier are 
both good places to start. 

To this end we are calling for 
coordinated international days of 
action on the following dates: 

June 26th - Anniversary 
of the Oglala shootout - Day of 
Action to Free Leonard Peltier 

July 6th - Anniversary of 
the relocation deadline at Big 
Mountain - Day of Action for Big 
Mountain 

October 12th - Day of 
Action in honor of 500 Years of 
.Ongoing Native Resistance in 
the Americas 


Authors: Mary McLaughlin (Seattle 
Leonard Peltier Support Group), Arthur 
Miller (Bayou La Rose, Red Knife 
Defense/Support Committee), and Pete 
Murney (Support for Native Sovereignty, 
Seattle Big Mountain Support Group) 


There are many ways of 
getting our message across on these 
days, including protests (vigils, 
marches, speak outs, street theater, 
pickets letter writing campaigns, etc.), 
benefits, educational events and 
more. Please join in these days of 
action in any way that you can. If you 
plan to participate please send 
information about your activities to: 

Support for Native Sovereignty 
PO Box 2104, Seattle, WA 98111 

For more information about Leonard Peltier 
or to donate towards his legal expenses 
etc. contact: 

The Leonard Peltier Defense 
Committee, PO Box 583, 
Lawrence, KS 66044 (913) 842- 
5774 

To donate directly to Dine resisters at Big 
Mountain contact: 

Support For Future Generations, PO Box 
22134, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

Another group involved in direct aid/direct 
action projects at Big Mountain is The 

Veterans Peace Action Teams, PO 
Box 743, Winslow, AZ 86047 






disastrous consequences for Indian 
people. A few general points must be 
borne in mind any discussion of these 
issues. First of all, it must b e 
remembered that treaties are the 
supreme law of the land and they are 
made only between sovereign 
nations. The United States does not 
make treaties with individual states or 
minority populations. This is a fact 
often forgotten or trivialized and this 
issue of native sovereignty is at the 
heart of every traditional land struggle 
in North America. Secondly, when the 
reservation system was set up, Indians 
were pushed into the lands nobody 
else wanted because those lands 
were not arable or good for grazing. In 
the 20th century it was discovered that 
most of the nation's mineral reserves 
(coal, shale oil, natural gas and, most 
importantly, uranium) lie under this 
undesirable land. 

So once again, Indian people 
found themselves in the way of 
progress. Which leads to the third 
point, which is that the United States' 
Government has, throughout the 20th 
century, colluded with private 
interests, particularly the energy 



rutniessness at Big Mountain in 
Arizona and Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota. 

Big Mountain is one 
community in the Black Mesa region of 
the Navaho Reservation where right 
now, today, hundreds of Dine families 
(Dine is the traditional Navajo's name 
for themselves) are facing imminent 
forced removal from their homes on 
Indian land so that Peabody Coal can 
expand its Black Mesa operation, 
already the largest stripmine in the 
world. These people, who live in some 
of the last traditional Native 
communities in North America, have 

been fighting relocation for the past 
16 years. 

In 1974, Congress enacted 
Public Law 93-531, which mandated 
the relocation of 10,000 Dine people. 
This was supposedly done to resolve 
a land dispute between the Navajo 
and Hopi, who have lived side by side 
for centuries, but the dispute was a 
hoax, fabricated in order to secure title 
for the execution of mineral 
development leases on Black Mesa. 
PL 93-531 was itself the capstone on 
several decades of lies and legal 
maneuvers too numerous and 
complex to describe here. There also 
isn't space to describe the fate of the 
thousands of Dine who have already 
relocated, more than half of whom are 
now homeless, or the hardships and 
harassment endured by those who 
have chosen to remain on the land. 
Suffice to say that in 1980 the Fourth 
Russell Tribunal, convening in 
Rotterdam, ruled that PL 93-531 
violated the Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of the 
Crime of Genocide as well as five other 
international human rights covenants. 

Nevertheless, it remains the 
law of the land. Relocation was 
supposed to have been completed by 
July 8, 1986. Things have moved 
slowly in part because both Peabody 
Coal and the U.S. Government have 
maintained a public posture that none 


ims reign ui terror reacnea a 
climax on June 26, 1975, when two 
FBI agents opened fire on an AIM 
camp near Oglala, South Dakota, 
initiating a shootout in which both 
agents and an AIM member named 
Joe Stuntz were killed. Predictably, 
Joe Stuntz's death has never been 
investigated. In addition, on the day of 
the shootout, Dick Wilson was in 
Washington, D.C. illegally signing over 
one-eighth of the reservation for 
uranium development. 

The deaths of the two agents 
led to more terror at Pine Ridge and 
eventually AIM member Leonard 
Peltier was sentenced to two 
consecutive life terms for aiding and 
abetting in their deaths. He has spent 
the past 15 years in federal prison for a 
crime he did not commit, convicted 
and sentenced on the basis of 
evidence and testimony which the 
government acknowledged over a 
decade ago was false. Leonard was 
recently denied an evidentiary hearing 
in his latest effort to get a new trial, and 
there is now a renewed effort to get 
Congress to convene hearings on the 
matter. 


The two 
situations 
briefly 
described 
reflect 
pattern 
outlines 
which can 
traced all over 
the continent. 
The Columbus 
Quintcentennial 
is undoubtly 
raising the 

issues of 
historical 
injustice and 


days, including protests (vigils, 
marches, speak outs, street theater, 
pickets letter writing campaigns, etc.), 
benefits, educational events and 
more. Please join in these days of 
action in any way that you can. If you 
plan to participate please send 
information about your activities to: 

Support for Native Sovereignty 
PO Box 2104, Seattle, WA 98111 

For more information about Leonard Peltier 
or to donate towards his legal expenses 
etc. contact: 


Peltier Defense 
PO Box 583, 
66044 (913) 842- 


The Leonard 
Committee, 

Lawrence, K$ 

5774 

To donate directly to Dine resisters at Big 
Mountain contact: 

Support For Future Generations, PO Box 
22134, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

Another group involved in direct aid/direct 
action projects at Big Mountain is The 
Veterans Peace Action Teams, PO 
Box 743, Winslow, AZ 86047 
(602) 289-4460 
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g, now --'a small bulldozer in tow pulled to curb, 
prison- Demonstrators surrounded the 


City And University 
Attack People's Park 


laying 

order. 


VOLLEYBALL AGAIN 

Winter was approaching; the 
People’s Park Annex had been 
crushed; the scene around People’s 
Park was a shadow of its former 
majesty. The Regents and the City 
government felt safe in assuming the 
resistance dispersed and a long “calm” 
begun in which they could easily 
extend their dominion over the 
occupied land. Security at the Park 
dropped to a minimum. 

Things started to happen to 
the Regents’ volleyball courts. At a 
reggae concert during mid- 
December, towards the end of the 
show, two attempts to pull down 
volleyball posts with a long, heavy 
rope failed, with a few masked people 
attachina a noose of the rope to the 


as 


Bob Sparks, and Mike Lee; as well 
fifty unnamed "Does." 

The civil complaint alleged a gigantic 
plot among the defendants to damage 
the volleyball courts, bother cops and 
/olleyball players, and generally do bad 
things. 

While the complaints against 
Bob Sparks and Mike Lee mentioned 
pending criminal cases, the complaints 
against David Nadel, Carol Denney, 
and the People’s Park Defense Union 
were based solely on statements 
issued by the defendants and 
symbolic actions (carrying a cardboard 
saw). As David Nadel, owner of 
Ashkenaz Music and Dance Club, is 
the only defendant with significant 
assets, he is apparently the target of 
the suit. The Regents sought the aid 


activities; digging trenches, 
rebar or concrete, by court 
Police then stopped bathroom 
workers and threatened them with 
legal action. 

BATHROOM OF BABYLON 

The City of Berkeley had 
begun its involvement in Park 
construction in January, constructing 
generally desired things such as 
wheelchair accessible paths, picnic 
tables, and a children’s play area, 
hiring desperate homeless people to 
do the labor. A handful of protesters 
appeared on the first day of this 
arguing that these things should be 
developed by Park users and that City 
construction violated user- 
development, and would eventually 
lead to disaster.. 

Constructi¬ 
on of the City 
bathroom follwed 
this as a n 
escalation. Large 
numbers of 
protesters 
appeared at first, 
so the City delayed 
construction day 
by day for a week 
until the number of 
protesters 
dwindled. Still, 
seventeen people 
were arrested 
when bathroom 
construction 
began. The 

bathroom/guardlhoi 
completed, has a ci 
style design. 

BASKETBALL: TRASHING 


City commission meetings, a broad 
range of Park supporters and users 
spoke out against the plan, saying 
there was little enough open space 
remaining, that the basketball court 
would be as little used as the volleyball i 
courts, and that the damage done by 
previous city projects throughout the 
Park, including the destruction of most 
of the central lawn area by mud, 
should be fixed before any new 
project. Both commissions 
recommended against a basketball 
court. 

At City Council, where the final 
decision was to be made, several 
pleaded with the Council to not build 
the court. A few on the city council 
said that they didn’t want the court but 
were too afraid of the Regents to say 
no, and the council decided to build 
the court. 

On the first day of 
construction, a Monday, a crowd of 
two hundred were there in the early 
morning to resist. First all the cars were 
towed near the construction site. 
Then an unguarded pick-up truck with 


machine, while a few in the middle 
severelv damaaed the hulldn7or’c 







VOLLEYBALL AGAIN 
Winter was approaching; the 
People’s Park Annex had been 
crushed; the scene around People's 
Park was a shadow of its former 
majesty. The Regents and the City 
government felt safe in assuming the 
resistance dispersed and a long “calm” 
begun in which they could easily 
extend their dominion over the 
occupied land. Security at the Park 
dropped to a minimum. 

Things started to happen to 
the Regents’ volleyball courts. At a 
reggae concert during mid- 
December, towards the end of the 
show, two attempts to pull down 
volleyball posts with a long, heavy 
rope failed, with a few masked people 
attaching a noose of the rope to the 
post and about fifty people pulling the 
rope. Each time the rope broke. 
Following this, the police confiscated 
the ropes, and a small crowd followed 
the police past the East end of the 
volleyball courts. At this point, 
someone slipped up behind the 
group and cut down the center post 
with a chainsaw! 

At this point garbage and 
cement powder were poured in the 
courts. Confused police responded 
by attacking the crowd with their clubs. 
As the cops chased people out of the 
courts and proceded to rush onto the 
lawn, they were driven back to the 
courts by overwhelming numbers of 
people resisting their attacks. 

The post was reattached five 
days later, but things continued to 
happen. In the next few weeks, a 
corner of the railing was badly burned, 
bits and pieces of the railing were 
knocked out, and the North post of 
the courts was cut down. 

STRATEGIC LAWSUIT 
AGAINST PUBLIC 

n a m-ivwn a ti 



Bob Sparks, and Mike Lee; as well as 
fifty unnamed "Does." 

The civil complaint alleged a gigantic 
plot among the defendants to damage 
the volleyball courts, bother cops and 
/olleyball players, and generally do bad 
things. 

While the complaints against 
Bob Sparks and Mike Lee mentioned 
pending criminal cases, the complaints 
against David Nadel, Carol Denney, 
and the People’s Park Defense Union 
were based solely on statements 
issued by the defendants and 
symbolic actions (carrying a cardboard 
saw). As David Nadel, owner of 
Ashkenaz Music and Dance Club, is 
the only defendant with significant 
assets, he is apparently the target of 
the suit. The Regents sought the aid 
of the East Bay’s largest law firm at 
great expense to outspend the 
defendents in a financial war of 
attrition. Lawsuits by institutions 
against (community groups opposed 
to development, called SLAPP suits 
(Strategic Lawsuit Against Public 
Participation), are a growing trend 
around the country(see insert). This 
suit is still in Superior Court and is 
expected to continue for a long time. 
THE PEOPLE’S BATHROOM 

As the end of January 
approached, the city was finally 
completing imminent plans to 
construct a bathroom and storage 
/office (guardhouse) facility with a 
University dominated design in the 
Park. Concerned activists organised to 
build a user-developed 
bathroom/shower facility in a preferred 
location with a geodesic dome design 
before the city started construction of 
its bathroom. Eight earlier attempts 
throughout Park history to build a 
bathroom had been demolished 
before completion by the University. 

Volunteers gathered one 
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developed by Park users and that City 
construction violated user- 
development, and would eventually 
lead to disaster.. 


two hundred were there in the early 
morning to resist. First all the cars were 
towed near the construction site. 
Then an unguarded pick-up truck with 



Constructi¬ 
on of the City 
bathroom follwed 
this as an 
escalation. Large 
numbers of 
protesters 
appeared at first, 
so the City delayed 
construction day 
by day for a week 
until the number of 
protesters 
dwindled. Still, 
seventeen people 
were arrested 
when bathroom 
construction 
began. The 

bathroom/guardlhous^Tuilding^Tow 
completed, has a cinderblock, prison- 
style design. 

BASKETBALL: TRASHING 
WHAT’S LEFT 
Gloating in its success with the 
Bathroom, the City of Berkeley 
planned to take the job of building the 
basketball court that the University had 
planned to build. At Landmarks’ 
Presevation and Parks and Recreation 


a small bulldozer in tow pulled to curb. 
Demonstrators surrounded the 
machine, while a few in the middle 
severely damaged the bulldozer’s 
engine. 

At this point, about thirty riot 
police marched down Haste Street, 
pushing protesters down the street 
with their clubs. Then the police 
waited in formation for over an hour 

continued on page 15 


Liberals 


Berkeley, California, renowned for 
a "progressive" tradition, is sometimes 
considered the most "l6ft" city in the 
U.S. A key political party, Berkeley 
Citizens' Action, grew out of the anti- 
Viet-Nam War group the April 
Committee. Holding a majority of city 
council until not long ago , it's still a 
dominant force in the city government. 
In recent years, the city government 
has done all sorts of nice, PC things; 
sister cities in El Salvador and other 
oppressed places, a ban on Styrofoam 
take out cups, etc. and has taken a 
pro-rent control stance. 

In the midst of this, on basic issues 


agenda, and as puppets of the 
University of California Regents. 

In this analysis, it is forgotten that 
"Leftism" is not necessarily 
democratic, in fact history is filled with 
totalitarian regimes of almost all 
ideologies, including many that are 
"socialist" or otherwise left-wing. The 
city government of Berkeley, ironically 
labelled "The People's Republic of 
Berkeley" in jest, has much in common 
with such governments. While its 
agenda for Berkeley is different in 
many ways from more conservative 
American cities, it depends on force 
of arms to suppress grassroots 
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post and about fifty people pulling the 
rope. Each time the rope broke. 
Following this, the police confiscated 
the ropes, and a small crowd followed 
the police past the East end of the 
volleyball courts. At this point, 
someone slipped up behind the 
group and cut down the center post 
with a chainsaw! 

At this point garbage and 
cement powder were poured in the 
courts. Confused police responded 
by attacking the crowd with their clubs. 
As the cops chased people out of the 
courts and proceded to rush onto the 
lawn, they were driven back to the 
courts by overwhelming numbers of 
people resisting their attacks. 

The post was reattached five 
days later, but things continued to 
happen. In the next few weeks, a 
corner of the railing was badly burned, 
bits and pieces of the railing were 
knocked out, and the North post of 
the courts was cut down. 

STRATEGIC LAWSUIT 
AGAINST PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION 
In mid-January, the Regents 
filed a lawsuit against the People’s 
Park Defense Union, four Park 
activists; David Nadel, Carol Denney, 


of the East Bay’s largest law firm at 
great expense to outspend the 
defendents in a financial war of 
attrition. Lawsuits by institutions 
against community groups opposed 
to development, called SLAPP suits 
(Strategic Lawsuit Against Public 
Participation), are a growing trend 
around the country(see insert). This 
suit is still in Superior Court and is 
expected to continue for a long time. 
THE PEOPLE’S BATHROOM 
As the end of January 
approached, the city was finally 
completing imminent plans to 
construct a bathroom and storage 
/office (guardhouse) facility with a 
University dominated design in the 
Park. Concerned activists organised to 
build a user-developed 
bathroom/shower facility in a preferred 
location with a geodesic dome design 
before the city started construction of 
its bathroom. Eight earlier attempts 
throughout Park history to build a 
bathroom had been demolished 
before completion by the University. 

Volunteers gathered one 
Sunday, dug trenches, and laid some 
concrete and rebar. A University crew 
demolished the foundation the next 
morning. Two days later, workers dug 
a new foundation, and it was 
destroyed again by 
University crews. 
This cycle continued 
for two weeks. 
Support for the 
bathroom effort came 
from every sector of 
the badly fragmented 
People’s Park 
movement. 

Finally, the 
Superior Court 
added Bathroom 
building to its 
Temporary 
Restraining Order 
from the SLAPP suit. 
All persons were 
barred from 
bathroom building 
and related 
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WHAT’S LEFT 
Gloating in its success with the 
Bathroom, the City of Berkeley 
planned to take the job of building the 
basketball court that the University had 
planned to build. At Landmarks’ 
Presevation and Parks and Recreation 

Liberals 

Berkeley, California, renowned for 
a "progressive" tradition, is sometimes 
considered the most "l6ft" city in the 
U.S. A key political party, Berkeley 
Citizens' Action, grew out of the anti- 
Viet-Nam War group the April 
Committee. Holding a majority of city 
council until not long ago , it's still a 
dominant force in the city government. 
In recent years, the city government 
has done all sorts of nice, PC things; 
sister cities in El Salvador and other 
oppressed places, a ban on Styrofoam 
take out cups, etc. and has taken a 
pro-rent control stance. 

In the midst of this, on basic issues 
within Berkeley, the City government 
has been widely criticized for a "shift to 
the right." The City has allowed 
considerable corporate expansion, 
including that of the controversial 
Miles-Cutter plant. It has taken action 
to make the homeless unwelcome in 
Berkeley, and encouraged commercial 
gentrification. The City has 
cooperated fully with the University of 
California Long Range Development 
Plan, entailing new research facilities 
sprawling into Berkeley, and arranged 
with the University for the effort to 
revamp and ruin People's Park. 

The City has hired Michael Brown 
as city manager, an authoritarian who 
effected massive gentrification in his 
previous position as Assistant City 
Manager in Hartford, Connecticut. 
Massive police force has been used to 
quell various protests and to repress 
the homeless. Many regard the City 
Council and Mayor Hancock as false 
progressives, using liberal platitudes 
to mask a pro-corporate, pro-wealthy 
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engine. 

At this point, about thirty riot 
police marched down Haste Street, 
pushing protesters down the street 
with their clubs. Then the police 
waited in formation for over an hour 

continued on page 15 

Are Bad 

agenda, and as puppets of the 
University of California Regents. 

In this analysis, it is forgotten that 
"Leftism" is not necessarily 
democratic, in fact history is filled with 
totalitarian regimes of almost all 
ideologies, including many that are 
"socialist" or otherwise left-wing. The 
city government of Berkeley, ironically 
labelled "The People's Republic of 
Berkeley" in jest, has much in common 
with such governments. While its 
agenda for Berkeley is different in 
many ways from more conservative 
American cities, it depends on force 
of arms to suppress grassroots 
resistance, and can easily sacrifice 
principal to stay in power and achieve 
financial goals. 

The resistance effort in People's 
Park, first against volleyball 
construction and later against various 
City of Berkeley projects, shows that 
Berkeley activists can much more 
easily organize against an opponent 
such as the Regents that can clearly 
be defined as militarist and reactionary. 
But in order to establish grassroots 
decision making in all Berkeley 
communities, including user- 
development of People's Park, it is 
essential to successfully challenge the 
centralized control system of the City 
government. The issue should not 
just be how progressive or 
conservative the City Council is but 
how it affects people's lives, and how 
democratic it is. Coming from this 
perspective, the spoiling of Berkeley 
by Stalinist control-freaks can be 
confronted effectively. 






(These are the ideas of a few 
members of East Bay Food Not Bombs 
who don't pretend to speak for the 
whole collective) 

Economic conditions are so fucked 
up right now and it doesn’t seem like 
its going to get better any time soon. 
Everywhere images of poverty and 
homelessness demand attention and 
the sidewalks of Telegraph are full of 
people trying to figure out their next 
meal or a place to stay for the night. 

Poverty is not having control of very 
basic aspiects of everyday living such 
as food, clothing, and shelter. Poverty 
exists because society is structured in 
such a way that benefits those in 
power. Power is centralized into the 
hands of the few through sick 
economic and political structures of 
domination while the masses either 
perpetuate this system, feel 
powerless against it, or become 
victims of it by becoming poor. 

Lobbying for a greater share of the 
governmental pie to be spent on 
social programs will not solve the 
problems of poverty, and the 
homelessness and hunger that come 
with it. Greater funding for social 
programs might "ease" the pain of 
poverty but it won't eliminate the 
forces which create and perpetuate it. 
No real change can be achieved by 
writing congressmen or voting. 

We cannot beg for reform in a 
system which clearly doesn't see 
helping the poor or greater economic 
equality and justice as priorities. You 
cannot appeal to the privileged and 
institutions (which serve them) for. 
change when they benefit and thrive 
upon the existing status quo. 


to develop a sense of community in 
the Park as well since the daily meal 
there creates an impromptu 
neighborhood picnic. The food 
empowers people; as material help, 
refreshments and atmosphere at 
events, and as an opportunity to 
gather at the meal; to remain present 
at the Park in the face of massive 
police repression and the chaos of 
"construction" at Peoples Perk. 

Working with Food Not Bombs is 
unique compared to other institutions 
because the word "institution” does 
not apply. We don't work under the 
"charity mentality" which operates on a 
sense of "obligation" or rather guilt 
towards those that are "less 
fortunate." In charities, the role of the 
giver, or "volunteer" is romanticized 
with the word "volunteer" itself 
suggesting a patronizing "savior" or 
"sacrifice" mentality. The recipients of 
such "volunteer services" are totally 
separated from the people providing 
assistance. Such a distinction of "us " 
and "them” does not exist in Food Not 
Bombs. We all gather at the Park to 
eat and hang out together. In this way, 
we do not so much serve food as 
share food. 

This concept of sharing reflects 
Food Not Bombs' general rejection of 
money as a medium of social relations 
and food as a capitalist commodity. 
We enjoy the fact that we give out free 
food right around the corner from 
many restaurants. We exist on a bare 
minimum of cash, which we get from 
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ness of social problems and we share 
the vision that these issues merge into 
one larger project: creating a broad 
social movement (starting in our 
communities) of resistance and direct 
action. 

East Bay FNB serves hot vegetarian 
meals in People's Park on weekdays 
between 1:30 and 2:00. Come check 
us out! If you're interested in cooking 
with us or if you would like us to bring 
food to an event, leave a message at 
(510) 644-4187 and someone will 
return your call. Also call us for 
updated info on meetings and serving 
changes. We meet at 8:00 on 
Wednesday nights at the Chateau Co- 
. op (2425 Hillegass). 


Also, we are throwing around the ' 
idea of having a national gathering so 
we can connect up with other FNB'ers 
and help people who would like to 
start up groups in their own 
communities. We are thinking that 
perhaps it could coincide with the 500 
years of Resistance activities in S.F. 
this October so that maybe we can 
support the event with food. If 
interested, please contact: Keith 
Miller at 1601 18th St. Oakland, CA 
94607 or Elisa Smith at 2600 Ridge 
Rd. Berkeley, CA 94709. 



Straight from the Street 

Berkeley Homeless 
Union Forming 





























basic aspects of everyday living such 
as food, clothing, and shelter. Poverty 
exists because society is structured in 
such a way that benefits those in 
power. Power is centralized into the 
hands of the few through sick 
economic and political structures of 
domination while the masses either 
perpetuate this system, feel 
powerless against it, or become 
victims of it by becoming poor. 

Lobbying for a greater share of the 
governmental pie to be spent on 
social programs will not solve the 
problems of poverty, and the 
homelessness and hunger that come 
with it. Greater funding for social 
programs might "ease" the pain of 
poverty but it won’t eliminate the 
forces which create and perpetuate it. 
No real change can be achieved by 
writing congressmen or voting. 

We cannot beg for reform in a 
system which clearly doesn’t see 
helping the poor or greater economic 
equality and justice as priorities. You 
cannot appeal to the privileged and 
institutions (which serve them) for ; 
change when they benefit and thrive 
upon the existing status quo. 



It follows that the solution can only 
come from outside the system, that 
the real solutions to poverty will 
require fundamental structural 
change. We can begin this process by 
creating alternative support systems in 
our communities, indeed, counter 
institutions which can meet human 
needs while simultaneously 
empowering people to feel in control 

of their own lives. Food Not Bombs 
groups serve such a function in the 
communities where they exist. 

And, Food Not Bombs is cool. We 
get together and engage in the 
creative act of cooking hot vegetarian 
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"construction" at Peoples Park. 

Working with Food Not Bombs is 
unique compared to other institutions 
because the word "institution" does 
not apply. We don't work under the 
"charity mentality" which operates on a 
sense of "obligation" or rather guilt 
towards those that are "less 
fortunate." In charities, the role of the 
giver, or "volunteer" is romanticized 
with the word "volunteer" itself 
suggesting a patronizing "savior" or 
"sacrifice" mentality. The recipients of 
such "volunteer services" are totally 
separated from the people providing 
assistance. Such a distinction of "us" 
and "them” does not exist in Food Not 
Bombs. We all gather at the Park to 
eat and hang out together. In this way, 
we do not so much serve food as 
share food. 

This concept of sharing reflects 
Food Not Bombs' general rejection of 
money as a medium of social relations 
and food as a capitalist commodity. 
We enjoy the fact that we give out free 
food right around the corner from 
many restaurants. We exist on a bare 
minimum of cash, which we get from 
donations and use only to buy spices 
and serving utensils. Food Not Bombs 
also subverts dominant capitalist 
ethics by salvaging otherwise wasted 
food from local produce markets and 
other contacts. 

Even though the physical act of 
making and sharing food is our main 
function, a lot of us see our 
involvement in Food Not Bombs as 
embodying our basic principles of 
community organization; performing 
an essential task for the whole 
community with no renumeration, 
operating with no leadership except 
the sharing of experience and 
information. 

Food Not Bombs advocates the 
creation of self-sustaining 
communities which challenge the 
priorities of the government while 
simultaneously meeting the human 
needs which the government 
neglects. Members of different Food 
Not Bombs groups have taken back 
control of their communities by 
craatina an alternative sunnort svstem. 




ness of social problems and we share 
the vision that these issues merge into 
one larger project: creating a broad 
social movement (starting in our 
communities) of resistance and direct 
action. 


East Bay FNB serves hot vegetarian 
meals in People’s Park on weekdays 
between 1:30 and 2:00. Come check 
us out! If you're interested in cooking 
with us or if you would like us to bring 
food to an event, leave a message at 
(510) 644-4187 and someone will 
return your call. Also call us for 
updated info on meetings and serving 
changes. We meet at 8:00 on 
Wednesday nights at the Chateau Co- 
. op (2425 Hillegass). 
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and help people who would like to 
start up groups in their own 
communities. We are thinking that 
perhaps it could coincide with the 500 
years of Resistance activities in S.F. 
this October so that maybe we can 
support the event with food. If 
interested, please contact: Keith 
Miller at 1601 18th St. Oakland, CA 
94607 or Elisa Smith at 2600 Ridge 
Rd. Berkeley, CA 94709. 



Straight from the Street 

Berkeley Homeless 
Union Forming 


I am not just speaking as one 
person but I am speaking for the 
hundreds of thousands of homeless 
people in America, especially the 
hundreds homeless in Berkeley. 

Is it a crime to be homeless? 
According to Berkeley city officials and 
their army, the Berkeley Police 
Department, it is. Berkeley homeless 
are subject to harassment and ^buse 
and in most cases arrests. The city 
claims that rampant drug selling and 
use gives them the cause to arrest, 
but in reality the fact that we exist gives 
them the cause to arrest. The fact that 
we are Black and poor or White and 
poor or Hispanic and poor or just plain 
progressive gives them the cause to 
arrest. 

Because of who we are and 
what we are! -a people that is literally 
disgusted with the murderous war 
machine that exists in Washington 
D.C. and Berkeley, Ca and other U.S. 
cities-we are automatically targeted 


so determined to wipe out the current 
progression in Berkeley speaks for 
itself. The fact that we have homeless 
people sleeping in doorways, 
sleeping in cars or where ever else we 
can find, and are subject to arrest if 
discovered speaks for itself. The fact 
that we have absolutely no right to 
even exist speaks for itself. 



In essence we are living under 
the most cruel, degrading, and 









upon me existing status quo. 



It follows that the solution can only 
come from outside the system, that 
the real solutions to poverty will 
require fundamental structural 
change. We can begin this process by 
creating alternative support systems in 
our communities, indeed, counter 
institutions which can meet human 
needs while simultaneously 
empowering people to feel in control 

of their own lives. Food Not Bombs 
groups serve such a function in the 
communities where they exist. 

And, Food Not Bombs is cool. We 
get together and engage in the 
creative act of cooking hot vegetarian 
meals and bringing it to share at the 
stage in People's Park. We cook, 
serve, and do dishes Monday thru 
Friday and have weekly meetings 
(each one a unique experience) in 
order to provide healthy meals for the 
homeless and poor, activists, 
hippies, street punks, and really 
anyone who is hungry at the 
time. We also do solidarity 
events, many of which 
center around the Park 
since the space itself 
is such a base for 
community 
building. 

We help 



donations and use only to buy spices 
and serving utensils. Food Not Bombs 
also subverts dominant capitalist 
ethics by salvaging otherwise wasted 
food from local produce markets and 
other contacts. 

Even though the physical act of 
making and sharing food is our main 
function, a lot of us see our 
involvement in Food Not Bombs as 
embodying our basic principles of 
community organization; performing 
an essential task for the whole 
community with no renumeration, 
operating with no leadership except 
the sharing of experience and 
information. 

Food Not Bombs advocates the 
creation of self-sustaining 
communities which challenge the 
priorities of the government while 
simultaneously meeting the human 
needs which the government 
neglects. Members of different Food 
Not Bombs groups have taken back 
control of their communities by 
creating an alternative support system, 
and also by bringing people into their 
own political process with open, 
democratic face-to-face meetings. 
Food Not Bombs functions outside 
dominant institutions and indeed 
acts as a counter force to them, 
not merely as an "influence" on 
them, but as an example of 
alternative institutions which 
could replace the functions 
of the existing system. We 
recognize the need for 
radcal social 
change and 
also the inter- 
oomected- 
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I am not just speaking as one 
person but I am speaking for the 
hundreds of thousands of homeless 
people in America, especially the 
hundreds homeless in Berkeley. 

Is it a crime to be homeless? 
According to Berkeley city officials and 
their army, the Berkeley Police 
Department, it is. Berkeley homeless 
are subject to harassment and ^buse 
and in most cases arrests. The city 
claims that rampant drug selling and 
use gives them the cause to arrest, 
but in reality the fact that we exist gives 
them the cause to arrest. The fact that 
we are Black and poor or White and 
poor or Hispanic and poor or just plain 
progressive gives them the cause to 
arrest. 

Because of who we are and 
what we are! -a people that is literally 
disgusted with the murderous war 
machine that exists in Washington 
D.C. and Berkeley, Ca and other U.S. 
cities-we are automatically targeted 
and harassed, jailed and murdered. 
These phoney governments of 
people have no room for progression 
towards a strong people’s community 
that could possibly eradicate all of the 
social ills that plague this nation. 

Homelessness in America is 
seriously a social ill. The fact that we 
are homeless in one of the richest 
countries on the map speaks for itself. 
The fact that money is spent on war 
materials and the construction of high 
rises for the rich and very little is being 
spent on homeless services speaks 
for itself. The fact that our so called 
national government spent billions of 
dollars to bomb the hell out of Iraqi 
people and the University of California 
at Berkeley spent hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to build volleyball 
courts in People's Park and the City 
spent thousands for basketball in 
People's Park and very little is spent 
for homeless services speaks for itself. 
The fact that we have a city 
government who at one point in 
history boasted of their progression is 


so determined to wipe out the current 
progression in Berkeley speaks for 
itself. The fact that we have homeless 
people sleeping in doorways, 
sleeping in cars or where ever else we 
can find, and are subject to arrest if 
discovered speaks for itself. The fact 
that we have absolutely no right to 
even exist speaks for itself. 



In essence we are living under 
the most cruel, degrading, and 
immoral government rival only to 
South Africa. 

It is time now for oppressed 
people everywhere to rise and cast 
away the shackles of modern day 
repression. It is time to unite and resist 
the powers of U.C., the Berkeley City 
fascists, and all Bush cronies. It is time 
to take back the streets and the 
corporations and the military machine 
of America. It is time that we stand and 
say no more bullshit in Berkeley! 

I would also like to take this 
space to announce the reactivation of 
the Berkeley Homeless Union. We 
hope to organize hundreds of 
homeless in Berkeley and present 
ourselves to mayor Loni Hancock and 
say this is your problem so deal with it. 
-Yukon Hannibal 

The Berkeley Homeless Union 
meets every Saturday and 
Sunday at 6:30 PM in People’s 
Park 









































Women Ejaculate 
for Pleasure 

by Beatrice and Stephanie 


This summer at the Michigan 
Women's Music Festival, over sixty 
women filed into one of the open 
meeting areas to attend a workshop 
on "female ejaculation." The first 
question the facilitator asked was 
upfront and to the point: "How may 
women have ever ejaculated?" Almost 
2/3 of the hands shot up. The next 
question was "How many women have 
never heard about female ejaculation 
before this workshop?" Probably the 
remaining 1/3 raised their hands. 
Women have had very little access to 
information about female ejaculation, 
mainly because little research has 
been done on it. Most studies focus 
on the male prostrate gland. Women’s 
bodies have been important only for 
reproductive purposes and to 
legitimize male sexuality. The most 
valuable resource for women about 
their sexuality is other women. 

So, what is female ejaculation? 
It is a natural process that occurs when 
the paraurethal sponge is stimulated. 
The area is most commonly referred to 
as the “G-spot”, and is located about 
two inches up from the vaginal 
opening, towards the front of the 
body. It is a small spongy area on the 
vaginal wall which will swell when 
stimulated. With continual stimulation, 
a fluid begins to build on the 
paraurethral gland and surrounding 
ducts. This fluid will eventually be 
ejaculated through the urethra or 
reabsorbed into the body. 

Ejaculation is a separate 
process from orgasm and can occur at 




discover that this is a common and 
natural part of their sexual experience, 
there is a sense of relief and an ability 
to positively enjoy the experience. 
Some women describe a releasing, 
warm, placid experience during 
ejaculation. Often there is a sensation 
of the need to urinate. Ejaculate is not 
urine. One woman, in order to 
convince herself of this, took vitamin B 
(which makes urine extremely yellow). 
After ejaculating she checked the 
sheets to find a clear liquid. 

Many women cjet extreme 
pleasure from ejaculation. One 
woman described that she liked to be 
stimulated and ejaculate for hours after 
orgasm. Ejaculation is most commonly 
brought about by some form of vaginal 
stimulation although some women 
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How Does Homosexuality and 
Bisexuality Threaten Male 
Dominance? 


It does so by breaking down 
assigned gender roles. These roles 
have been used by patriarchy to 
oppress womyn and place them in 
subservient positions within society. 
By disregarding the roles created by 
patriarchy, homosexual and bisexual 
people are in a position where they are 
able to dismantle the institutions which 
are fueled by the oppression of 
womyn. Homosexuals and bisexuals 
are outside the rigid definitions and 
parameters that patriarchy has 
established for humyn sexuality. In 
other words, patriarchy only allows for 
heterosexual relationships, in which 
womyn have only one "role" and 
medium for expressing themselves, 
through reproduction and by "fawning 
over a man." 

Furthermore patriarchy has 
controlled humyn sexuality by making 
eroticism and sensuality taboo 
subjects, only allowing for the 
commodification and objectification of 
womyn for the benefit of men. This in 
turn fuels our consumer society in 
which "sex" and womyn are objects to 
be bought and sold. It is clear that 
homosexuals and bisexual people are 
a serious threat to the patriarchal 
system, as the exploitation and 
oppression of womyn by men is no 
longer necessary with same sex 
partnerships. 

We have seen that patriarchy 
only allows for male heterosexual 
expression. This being so, it is 
obvious that patriarchy can only 
benefit from oppressing homosexual 
and bisexual people. However, the 
reasons for oppression are different 
for Lesbians and for Gay men. 

Lesbians pose a greater threat 
to patriarchy in that womvn live 


longer dominate them at a most basic 
level, in personal and sexual 
relationships. Thus, Lesbians do not 
fit the "mold" that patriarchy has 
constructed for womyn. For these 
reasons, our society which is 
dominated by rich, white males and 
their patriarchal institutions must 
oppress Lesbians in order t o 
perpetuate itself. f 

Gay men, on the other hand, 
are oppressed for being "women-like." 
In the eyes of patriarchy, gay men, by 
entering into same sex partnerships, 
have given up the privileged male 
status of oppressor. In other words, 
by not asserting the sexist "norms of 
masculinity" in heterosexual 
relationships with womyn, gay men no 
longer "help" to perpetuate the 
sexism that empowers patriarchy. 
Thus they are labeled "feminine" by 
white male society and oppressed for 
their sexual orientation. 

For homosexual and bisexual 
people, any attempt to freely express 
oneself can have serious 
consequences within our society. 
Patriarchy can not tolerate differences 
in sexual orientation for the reasons 
discussed above. Reactions range 
from verbal attacks to physical assaults 
that often result in serious injury, and 
many times in death for homosexual 
and bisexual people. Everyday life 
poses a threat to life and limb for those 
people who have "come out." 








valuable resource for women about 
their sexuality is other women. 

So, what is female ejaculation? 
It is a natural process that occurs when 
the paraurethal sponge is stimulated. 
The area is most commonly referred to 
as the “G-spot”, and is located about 
two inches up from the vaginal 
opening, towards the front of the 
body. It is a small spongy area on the 
vaginal wall which will swell when 
stimulated. With continual stimulation, 
a fluid begins to build on the 
paraurethral gland and surrounding 
ducts. This fluid will eventually be 
ejaculated through the urethra or 
reabsorbed into the body. 

Ejaculation is a separate 
process from orgasm and can occur at 


any time during a sexual experience. 
The fluid is a clear substance with a 
watery consistency--it may taste salty 
and is often affected by diet. The 
amount varies with each woman, 
may be anywhere from a few 
teaspoons to half a cup, may spurt out 
a few feet or simply discharge. 

In the past, women have felt! 
isolated, ashamed and unsure about 
what is happening to their bodies 
during ejaculation. When women 




discover that this is a common and 
natural part of their sexual experience, 
there is a sense of relief and an ability 
to positively enjoy the experience. 
Some women describe a releasing, 
warm, placid experience during 
ejaculation. Often there is a sensation 
of the need to urinate. Ejaculate is not 
urine. One woman, in order to 
convince herself of this, took vitamin B 
(which makes urine extremely yellow). 
After ejaculating she checked the 
sheets to find a clear liquid. 

Many women pet extreme 
pleasure from ejaculation. One 
woman described that she liked to be 
stimulated and ejaculate for hours after 
orgasm. Ejaculation is most commonly 
brought about by some form of vaginal 
stimulation although some women 
ejaculate with clitoral stimulation. 
When trying to ejaculate, tota.l 
relaxation and a supportive partner are 
helpful, that is, if you’re with a partner. 
Ejaculating during masturbation is 
always a possibility. A safe 
environment is important. If you are 
afraid of urinating, putting down a 
towel may be just what you need in 
order to relax. 

It is always important to 
remember that all women’s bodies are 
different. Get to know your own body 
and your partner’s. Experimentation 
and communication help create erotic, 
fun, and safe sexual experiences. 
And remember... the clitoris is the only 
organ in the human body which is 
designed solely for the purpose of 
pleasure. < 
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inrougn reproduction ana oy tawning 
over a man." 

Furthermore patriarchy has 
controlled humyn sexuality by making 
eroticism and sensuality taboo 
subjects, only allowing for the 
commodification and objectification of 
womyn for the benefit of men. This in 
turn fuels our consumer society in 
which "sex" and womyn are objects to 
be bought and sold. It is clear that 
homosexuals and bisexual people are 
a serious threat to the patriarchal 
system, as the exploitation and 
oppression of womyn by men is no 
longer necessary with same sex 
partnerships. 

We have seen that patriarchy 
only allows for male heterosexual 
expression. This being so, it is 
obvious that patriarchy can only 
benefit from oppressing homosexual 
and bisexual people. However, the 
reasons for oppression are different 
for Lesbians and for Gay men. 

Lesbians pose a greater threat 
to patriarchy in that womyn live 
independent of, and self sufficient 
from, men. In other words men can no 



relationships with womyn, gay men no 
longer "help" to perpetuate the 
sexism that empowers patriarchy. 
Thus they are labeled "feminine" by 
white male society and oppressed for 
their sexual orientation. 

For homosexual and bisexual 
people, any attempt to freely express 
oneself can have serious 
consequences within our society. 
Patriarchy can not tolerate differences 
in sexual orientation for the reasons 
discussed above. Reactions range 
from verbal attacks to physical assaults 
that often result in serious injury, and 
many times in death for homosexual 
and bisexual people. Everyday life 
poses a threat to life and limb for those 
people who have "come out." 
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order to relax. 
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remember that all women’s bodies are 
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organ in the human body which is 
designed solely for the purpose of 
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STOP THE BASHINGS 


JOIN 



PATROL 


The STREET PATROL Is a group dedicated to stopping the violence against us, commonly 
known as queer-bashing. To end the harassment, threats, and physical assaults, we will 
visibly walk the streets of the Castro. 

Street Patrol is not out to enforce the law or clean up the streets, nor are we claiming 
the Castro as “our turf." Rather, Street patrol intends to make the Castro a place where 
Queer people can hang out without being targeted for violent attack. 

Street Patrol does not : 

• escalate violence 

• act as a vigilate squad 

• carry weapons, drugs or alcohol 
Street Patrol does : 

• patrol In front of bars and clubs where bashings happen 

• intervene in bashings as they occur 

• discourage bashings before they occur 

• train in street combat techniques 

• dish, cruise and windowshop shamelessly 

Street Patrol meets every Friday and Saturday night at midnight at Rolling Pin Doughnuts 
at Castro and 18th Sts. We train every Friday from 9 to 11 pm at the Aikido Arts Center, 
670 South Van Ness Ave. You must attend trainings before coming on a patrol. Wear 
comfortable clothes that you can get physical in. 


985-7423 

























bell hooks and Cornel West 0 

Insurgent Black Intellectual Life 

Excerpts from a Public Dialogue Transcribed October, 1991 


Cornel: bell hooks and I stand 
before you tonight not as two isolated 
individuals, we stand as two products 
of a long tradition of Black struggle, of 
dealing with what it means to be Black, 
Womyn, working class, Male, in the 
United States, and it is in fact a 
condition of absurdity. Black folk have 
had to look the absurd in the face, 
didn’t have to read Camus and Sartre. 
To look the absurd in the face and to 
carve out a space to affirm Black 
humanity, to affirm Black love and 
Black possibility and Black intelligence 
when they were incessantly 
bombarded. So when you look at us 
don’t look at isolated nomads in the 
academy but look at us as struggling 
freedom fighters attempting to keep 
the best of the tradition that 
proceeded us, alive. And we are 
going to die doing it.. 

I’m told that brother Chuck 
Dee [of Public Enemy] was here a 
couple of days ago. I would like to 
debate him someday, because he’s 
deeply concerned about Black 
freedom. He, like me, is willing to fight 
and die for Black freedom. He just has 
the wrong analysis. You see: run up 
against a cul-de-sac, run up against a 
dead end, narrow Black nationalism is, 
as if the issue of Race can fully 
illuminate the complexity of what Black 
people are up against. Issues of class 
don’t make a difference, issues of 
gender don’t make a difference, living 
in the most powerful Empire in the 
later part of the 20th century doesn’t 
make a difference, you see. So there 
is a progressive movement, yes anti¬ 
racist movement and Afro-centric, 
speaking to questions of self-love that 
every African has to come to terms 


with within a racist society and racist 
civilization, but that’s all that’s 
progressive about the Narrow Black 
nationalism position. It reinforces a 
closing ranks mentality that doesn’t 
allow for alliance and coalition, which is 
requisite for Black folk to get out from 
under, you see. That's the kind of 
debate that has to take place and 
that’s what I like so much about Bell’s 


work, because she brings critic to bear 
no matter what the cost. That’s what a 
prophetic figure is supposed to do. 

Now I think we have to stress 
the degree to which I like so much 
about bell’s work, is that she is 
unabashedly an intellectual and a 
freedom fighter. This is very 


important. There is a battle of ideas 
going on, and if you’re looking for 
forms of weaponry, which is what 
freedom fighters look for, they’re not 
looking for catharsis quest for identity, 
they’re not looking for to become the 
celebrity within the glass menagerie of 
bourgeois American society, they’re 
looking for Weapons, analytical 
Weapons, Intellectual Weapons, and 


political alliance. It is an intellectual 
task but it is inseparable from political 
struggle, you see. And so when one 
talks about Blackness and Whiteness, 
you are doing it to keep track of this 
very complex phenomenon called 
Racism, so that you can help engage 
in the struggle to overcome it. Now we 


know we want to eliminate it, Racism is 
deeply seeded in western civilization 
and American society. But we got to 
push it back, just like patriarchy and 
homophobia, you have to push it back 
and get it off the necks of the people, 
especially people who have relative 
lack of access to resources. So when 
bell talks about this Whiteness and 
Blackness discourse, it is 
fundamentally linked on one hand to a 
larger emancipatory project but it is 
also an intellectual project. This is very 
important. 

bell: And I think it is especially 
important right now because we are 
witnessing the attempt to use terms 
like multiculturism and pluralism, not to 
really encourage us all to be 
fundamentally anti-racist. The other 
night I was talking somewhere, a lot of 
White people spoke up and 
said,’’Don’t you think we’ve been 
victimized by Racism as much as Black 
people”, and I said I was less 
concerned with the question of 
victimization, than the reality that every 
White person in the room tonight has a 
choice. That is we have a choice 
irrespective of how we have been 
socialized to commit ourselves to 
being fundamentally anti-racist. But 
how can White people commit 
themselves to being fundamentally 
anti-racist if there is this resistance to 
understanding the meaning of 
Whiteness in our society. Are there 
white people who understand the 
meaning of Whiteness? 

...I have written this essay 
called Eating the Other where I talk 
about the commodification of 
Blackness right now, where its cool to 
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and more. Important information about 

government repression against black 
activists, which sadly most people know 
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dispense information. Alternative 
publications should check this out if not 


of humor as well. 

PO Box 81961/Chicago, IL 60681 








the best of the tradition that 
proceeded us, alive. And we are 
going to die doing it.. 

I’m told that brother Chuck 
Dee [of Public Enemy] was here a 
couple of days ago. I would like to 
debate him someday, because he’s 
deeply concerned about Black 
freedom. He, like me, is willing to fight 
and die for Black freedom. He just has 
the wrong analysis. You see: run up 
against a cul-de-sac, run up against a 
dead end, narrow Black nationalism is, 
as if the issue of Race can fully 
illuminate the complexity of what Black 
people are up against. Issues of class 
don’t make a difference, issues of 
gender don’t make a difference, living 
in the most powerful Empire in the 
later part of the 20th century doesn’t 
make a difference, you see. So there 
is a progressive movement, yes anti¬ 
racist movement and Afro-centric, 
speaking to questions of self-love that 
every African has to come to terms 


and more. Important information about 
government repression against black 
activists, which sadly most people know 
little about. 

4432 Telegraph Ave. PO Box 62, 
Oakland, CA 94609. 

Ecology Center Terrain April 92 
newspaper-20 pages 

This monthly put out by the Berkeley 
Ecology Center is much better than your 
average environmental paper. A lot of 
practical ecological info for personal 
action. This issue has a long article about 
the ozone crisis. Free in Berkeley. 

2530 San Pablo Ave./ Berkeley, CA 94702 

Fifth Estate- winter 92/ $1.50 
newspaper-28 pages 

It’s kind of hard to describe how good this 
paper is. Articles about the poor in Detriot, 
People's Park, prisons, Attica, war 
resistors, ecofeminist interview: critique of 
technological domination, James Bay, and 
more. Essential political reading. 

4632 Second Ave./ Detroit, Ml 48201 

Free Society - #2/$5 year sub 
photocopy-16 pages 

This is a new quarterly by the Youth 
Greens. Basically the politics are eco- 
anarchist discussion around the ideas of 


ALTERNATIVE 
I PRESS REVIEW, 

I_Reviewed by P. Burns | 

Absolutely Zippo #15/$1 
newsprint-24 pages 

This zine mostly revolves around the 
music zine around Gilman St. Variety of 
articles from music to daily existence 
makes for a swell read. 

1550 Mann Dr./Pinole, CA 94564 

Anarchy- winter 92 #31/ $2.50 
newsprint-44 pages 

This issue’s theme is women, gender, & 
anarchy. Several thought provoking 
articles around the theme. Nondogmatic 
and really a nice looking paper with 3 
colored cover. Some of the best anti¬ 
authoritarian reading material can be found 
here. 

CAL /PO Box 1446/Columbia, MO 65205- 
1446 

BACORR Newsletter- Spring 92 
photocopy-20 pages 

Bay area activist group that organizes 
militant defense of abortion clinics against 
Operation Rescue puts out this 



work, because she brings critic to bear 
no matter what the cost. That’s what a 
prophetic figure is supposed to do. 

Now I think we have to stress 
the degree to which I like so much 
about bell’s work, is that she is 
unabashedly an intellectual and a 
freedom fighter. This is very 



political alliance. It is an intellectual 
task but it is inseparable from political 
struggle, you see. And so when one 
talks about Blackness and Whiteness, 
you are doing it to keep track of this 
very complex phenomenon called 
Racism, so that you can help engage 
in the struggle to overcome it. Now we 

participating publications in an attempt to 
dispense information. Alternative 
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helping rebuild the radical press in 
Amerika. 

POBox 41/ Cambridge, MA 02139. 
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fundamentally anti-racist. The other 
night I was talking somewhere, a lot of 
White people spoke up and 
said,’’Don’t you think we’ve been 
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people”, and I said I was less 
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victimization, than the reality that every 
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irrespective of how we have been 
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how can White people commit 
themselves to being fundamentally 
anti-racist if there is this resistance to 
understanding the meaning of 
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...I have written this essay 
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LA CASA LOCO- #1/$1 
Not music, but a well done comic with the 
haunting drawings of editor Jaime Crespo 
leading the way. Worth a buck. 

Jaime Crespo/PO Box 471791/S.F., CA 


Pocho- #2/$1.50 
photocopy-32 pages 

Underground Chicano art zine. Some 
stuff here includes Welfare Tips de Amor, 
Chicanos with Guns: Until the Border 
Crumbles, Kolumbus Komix , and cool 
art/graphic work. Political and humorous. 
POBox 40021/ Berkeley, CA 94704 

Profane Existence- early 92 #i3/$2 
newsprint -24 pages 

Excellent anarcho-punk paper out of 
Minneapolis, covers local radical scene 
really well. Contains band interviews, 
community info, cool interviews of local 
anti-racist activists, music & zine reviews, 
columns, news, letters, etc. Lots of 
attitude with Do-it-yourself spirit. 

PO Box 8722/ Minneapolis. MN 55408 

The Shadow- March 92/ $1 
newspaper-16 pages 
Lower East Side anarchist paper covers 
local scene with irreverent sDirit Parallel 
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Butt Rag #7 

Features Giant Sand- local Barbara 
Manning Shrimp Boat Xpressway. I would 
! bet there’s near a thousand reviews (well, 
maybe not, but it sure seems that way). 
Cool layout, easy to read and reviews are 
pretty in-depth. 

Big Whoop-- Free on Haight St. 
Claims to be San Francisco's new music 
magazine. Snazzy lay out, lots and lots of 
ads, but very little to actually read. This 
issue features a short interview with 
Timbuck 3 and what I think was a review of 
an Ian McCulloch show at Slims. It also 
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articles from music to daily existence 
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1550 Mann Dr./Pinole, CA 94564 
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This issue’s theme is women, gender, & 
anarchy. Several thought provoking 
articles around the theme. Nondogmatic 
and really a nice looking paper with 3 
colored cover. Some of the best anti¬ 
authoritarian reading material can be found 
here. 
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1446 

BACORR Newsletter- Spring 92 
photocopy-20 pages 

Bay area activist group that organizes 
militant defense of abortion clinics against 
Operation Rescue puts out this 
informative newsletter . Contains a call to 
activists to go to Buffalo to defend clinics 
from upcoming OR hit. Other reproductive 
news as well. No NOW bullshit here, 
radical politics. 

5537 College Ave. #213/ Oakland CA 
94618. 

Cometbus-#27/$2 

photocopy -106 pages 
Amazing Berkeley zine. Covers B-town 
from street level. Tons of stories, 
adventures, scams, coffee-drinking, 
traveling. Unique, creative and highly 
recommended. 

Lookout Records/ PO Box 11374 
Berkeley, CA 94701. 

Commerator -Jan./Feb 92 
newspaper-16 pages 

This paper is put out by former members of 
the Black Panther Party. Inside this issue 
is info on Geronimo Pratt's government 
frarne-up case , a reprint of a Huey Newton 
speech, articles by Mumia Abu Jamal on 
homeless and 500 years of resistance, 


little about . 

4432 Telegraph Ave. PO Box 62, 
Oakland, CA 94609. 

Ecology Center Terrain April 92 
newspaper-20 pages 

This monthly put out by the Berkeley 
Ecology Center is much better than your 
average environmental paper. A lot of 
practical ecological info for personal 
action. This issue has a long article about 
the ozone crisis. Free in Berkeley. 

2530 San Pablo Ave./ Berkeley, CA 94702 

Fifth Estate- winter 92/ $1.50 
newspaper-28 pages 

It’s kind of hard to describe how good this 
paper is. Articles about the poor in Detriot, 
People’s Park, prisons, Attica, war 
resistors, ecofeminist interview: critique of 
technological domination, James Bay, and 
more. Essential political reading. 

4632 Second Ave./ Detroit, Ml 48201 

Free Society - #2/$5 year sub 
photocopy-16 pages 

This is a new quarterly by the Youth 
Greens. Basically the politics are eco- 
anarchist discussion around the ideas of 
social ecology. Articles include an 
interview with a Russian Green party 
founder, a continuing debate around 
lesbian/gay caucus statement, a speaking 
tour report, and an Autonomous feminist 
insert section by women in Vermont. An 
attempt here to look at putting radical and 
utopian ideas to work. 

PO Box 7293 Minneapolis, MN 55407 

Live Wild or Die- #3/($2?) 

11x17- newsprint- thick 
This is doesn’t quite live up to issue #2 (an 
all-time classic), but still is fuckin great. 
Packed full of revolt, this issue includes 
ecological extremism, pie brigades, train 
hopping, cyber punks meet eco-freaks, 
radical faeries, sabotage, street action, 
hunt saboteurs, and more. Also cool 
graphics and newspaper clippings. 

PO Box 329/ Santa Cruz, CA 95061. 

New Liberation News Service 

A radical alternative press wire service 
mainly focused around college campuses. 
NLNS compiles articles from radical press 
around the country and remails it out to 
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support it. This could be a real tool in 
helping rebuild the radical press in 
Amerika. 

PO Box 41/ Cambridge, MA 02139. 

Pocho- #2/$1.50 
photocopy-32 pages 

Underground Chicano art zine. Some 
stuff here includes Welfare Tips de Amor, 
Chicanos with Guns: Until the Border 
Crumbles, Kolumbus Komix , and cool 
art/graphic work. Political and humorous. 
POBox 40021/ Berkeley, CA 94704 

Profane Existence- early 92 #13/$2 
newsprint -24 pages 

Excellent anarcho-punk paper out of 
Minneapolis, covers local radical scene 
really well. Contains band interviews, 
community info, cool interviews of local 
anti-racist activists, music & zine reviews, 
columns, news, letters, etc. Lots of 
attitude with Do-it-yourself spirit. 

PO Box 8722/Minneapolis, MN 55408 

The Shadow- March 92/ $1 
newspaper-16 pages 
Lower East Side anarchist paper covers 
local scene with irreverent spirit. Parallel 
universe with Berkeley. News on 
Tompkins square park, scummy politicians 
and landlords, commie morons, Mohawks, 
Nixon & Buchanon, Dhoruba Bin, and 
much more. Lots of humor. 

PO Box 20298 New York, NY 10009. 

Turning the Tide-Mar/Apr#2 

newsprint- 4 pages 

A newsletter by People against Racial 
Terror (PART), an anti-racist activist 
group, contains articles on Japan, 
bashing, anti-gay assaults, LAPD, a Nazi 
visit to south-central LA, and documents 
some recent nazi-skinhead violence 
against blacks. Also anti-racist resource 
list. 

PO Box 1990/ Burbank, CA 91507. 


LA CASA LOCO- #1/$1 
Not music, but a well done comic with the 
haunting drawings of editor Jaime Crespo 
leading the way. Worth a buck. 

Jaime Crespo/PO Box 471791/S.F., CA 
94147 


MUSIC 

ZINE REVIEW 

Reviewed by RS 


Butt Rag #7 

Features Giant Sand— local Barbara 
Manning Shrimp Boat Xpressway. I would 
bet there’s near a thousand reviews (well, 
maybe not, but it sure seems that way). 
Cool layout, easy to read and reviews are 
pretty in-depth. 

Big Whoop- Free on Haight St. 
Claims to be San Francisco's new music 
magazine. Snazzy lay out, lots and lots of 
ads, but very little to actually read. This 
issue features a short interview with 
Timbuck 3 and what I think was a review of 
an Ian McCulloch show at Slims. It also 
features a local music section which is 
always a healthy step forward for any new 
magazine. 

Writer's Block $2.00 
Everyone should do a zine. That's what I 
thought after reading this mag. More of a 
journal than most zines. International Pop 
Underground festival convention and 
reviews throughout. 

PO Box 271/Spotswood, NJ 08084 

Jersey Beat #44 

Cool interview with Henry Rollins where he 
explains his Gap commercial. Even cooler 
interview with a bunch of people that still 
put 7" like Lee Joseph and Al Flipside and 
Bill Susenberger and more. Lots of 
reviews, etc.. Cool issue. 

418 Gregory Ave./Weehawken, NJ 07087 


Wind Chill Factor- #4/ $? 

photocopied-thick 

Cool militant anarchist zine out of Chicago. 
News clippings, reprints, some anti¬ 
sexism discussion, a reprint of a 


• Send us your paper or zine 

• and we will do our best to 


Slingshot article, class war report, tons • publish a review 
of articles about fucking the system. Lots . 
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Radicalize Earth Day 
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The Selling of 
Environmentalism 

by Brian Tokar 

Organizers of Earth Day would 
have us believe that today's Earth Day 
organizing is in the proud tradition of 
the original 1970 Earth Day, a day 
when thousands of people gathered 
to demand that the government do 
something about the deteriorating 
environment. Earth Day is widely 
credited with sparking the passage of 
landmark environmental legislation, 
including the National Environmental 
Policy Act, which created the EPA and 
its entire regulatory framework. 

However, a closer look at 
history reveals some disturbing truths. 
The original Earth Day was initiated 
largely by politicians like Senator 
Gaylord Nelson and supported by 
major foundations. Coinciding with 
plans by anti-war activists for a major 
Spring Offensive against the war in 
Vietnam, Earth Day was seen by many 
as an attempt to gloss over the larger 
issues of the day, including the 
mounting ecological crisis, with a pre¬ 
packaged, politically safe event. 
Ramparts magazine called Earth Day 
"the first step in a con game that will do 
little more than abuse the environment 
even further." Even Nixon's Health, 
Education and Welfare Department 
was on board. 

In a special May 1970 ecology 
issue, Ramparts explored the origins 
a of the environmental movement and 
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Native Quotes 
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The White people never cared for the land or 
deer or bear. When we Indians kill meat, we eat it 
all up. When we dig roots we make little holes. 
When we built houses, we make little holes. When 
we burn grass for grasshoppers, we don’t ruin 
things. We shake down acorns and pinenuts. We 
don’t chop down trees. We only use dead wood. 
But the White people plow up the ground, pull down 
the trees, kill everything. The tree says, “Don’t. I 
am sore. Don’t hurt me.” But they chop it down and 
cut it up. The spirit of the land hates them. They 
blast out trees and stir it up to its depths. They saw 
up the trees. That hurts them. The Indians never 
hurt anything, but the White people destroy all. 
They blast rocks and scatter them on the ground. 
The rock says, “Don’t. You are hurting me.” But the 
White people pay no attention. When the Indians 
use rocks, they use little round ones for their 
cooking... How can the spirit of the earth like the 
White man?... Everywhere the White man has 
touched it, it is sore. 

-old Wintu woman talking about the 
destruction of the California 
land where she lived 
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largely t>y politicians like Senator 
Gaylord Nelson and supported by 
major foundations. Coinciding with 
plans by anti-war activists for a major 
Spring Offensive against the war in 
Vietnam, Earth Day was seen by many 
as an attempt to gloss over the larger 
issues of the day, including the 
mounting ecological crisis, with a pre¬ 
packaged, politically safe event. 
Ramparts magazine called Earth Day 
"the first step in a con game that will do 
little more than abuse the environment 
even further." Even Nixon's Health, 
Education and Welfare Department 
was on board. 

In a special May 1970 ecology 
issue, Ramparts explored the origins 
of the environmental movement and 
uncovered the leading role of two 
major corporate foundations: 
Resources for the Future, 
underwritten by the Ford Foundation, 
and the Conservation Foundation, a 
project of Laurence Rockefeller. 
These organizations, beginning in the 
mid-1960's, succeeded in 
manipulating popular concerns for the 
environment to shape a regulatory 
package suited to the agendas of 
corporate monopolists. Like the 
earlier conservationists of the 1900's, 
they sought to assure a more reliable 
future resource base for corporate 

exploitation and a regulatory 
framework that strengthened 
monopoly positions by helping 
squeeze smaller interests out of the 
competition for resources. Said 
Ramparts in 1970: 

"Like the original conservation 
movement it is emulating, today's big 
business conservation is not 
interested in preserving the earth; it is 
rationally reorganizing for a more 
efficient rape of resources and the 
production of an even grosser national 
product. The seeming contradictions 
are mind boggling: industry is 
combatting waste so it can afford to 
waste more; it is planning to produce 
more (smog controlled) private autos 
to crowd more highways, which means 
even more advertising to create more 
'needs' to be met by planned 
obsolescence. Socially the result is 
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The White people never cared for the land or 
deer or bear. When we Indians kill meat, we eat it 
all up. When we dig roots we make little holes. 
When we built houses, we make little holes. When 
we burn grass for grasshoppers, we don’t ruin 
things. We shake down acorns and pinenuts. We 
don’t chop down trees. We only use dead wood. 
But the White people plow up the ground, pull down 
the trees, kill everything. The tree says, “Don’t. I 
am sore. Don’t hurt me.” But they chop it down and 
cut it up. The spirit of the land hates them. They 
blast out trees and stir it up to its depths. They saw 
up the trees. That hurts them. The Indians never 
hurt anything, but the White people destroy all. 
They blast rocks and scatter them on the ground. 
The rock says, “Don’t. You are hurting me.” But the 
White people pay no attention. When the Indians 
use rocks, they use little round ones for their 
cooking... How can the spirit of the earth like the 
White man?... Everywhere the White man has 
touched it, it is sore. 



You ask me to plow the ground! Shall I take a 
knife and tear my mother’s breast? Then when I die 
she will not take me to her bosom to rest. 


You ask me to dig for stone! Shall I dig under 
her skin for her bones? Then when I die I cannot 
enter her body to be born again. 

You ask me to cut grass and make hay and 
sell it, and be rich like white men! But how dare I 
cut off my mother’s hair? 

--Smohalla, Columbia Basin Tribes, mid-1800s 
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uncovered the leading role of two 
major corporate foundations: 
Resources for the Future, 
underwritten by the Ford Foundation, 
and the Conservation Foundation, a 
project of Laurence Rockefeller. 
These organizations, beginning in the 
mid-1960's, succeeded in 
manipulating popular concerns for the 
environment to shape a regulatory 
package suited to the agendas of 
corporate monopolists. Like the 
earlier conservationists of the 1900's, 
they sought to assure a more reliable 
future resource base for corporate 

exploitation and a regulatory 
framework that strengthened 
monopoly positions by helping 
squeeze smaller interests out of the 
competition for resources. Said 
Ramparts in 1970: 

"Like the original conservation 
movement it is emulating, today's big 
business conservation is not 
interested in preserving the earth; it is 
rationally reorganizing for a more 
efficient rape of resources and the 
production of an even grosser national 
product. The seeming contradictions 
are mind boggling, industry is 
combatting waste so it can afford to 
waste more; it is planning to produce 
more (smog controlled) private autos 
to crowd more highways, which means 
even more advertising to create more 
'needs' to be met by planned 
obsolescence. Socially the result is 
disastrous. Ecologically, it could be 
the end." 
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Native Quotes 


The White people never cared for the land or 
deer or bear. When we Indians kill meat, we eat it 
all up. When we dig roots we make little holes. 
When we built houses, we make little holes. When 
we burn grass for grasshoppers, we don’t ruin 
things. We shake down acorns and pinenuts. We 
don’t chop down trees. We only use dead wood. 
But the White people plow up the ground, pull down 
the trees, kill everything. The tree says, “Don’t. I 
am sore. Don’t hurt me.” But they chop It down and 
cut it up. The spirit of the land hates them. They 
blast out trees and stir it up to its depths. They saw 
up the trees. That hurts them. The Indians never 
hurt anything, but the White people destroy all. 
They blast rocks and scatter them on the ground. 
The rock says, “Don’t. You are hurting me.” But the 
White people pay no attention. When the Indians 
use rocks, they use little round ones for their 
cooking... How can the spirit of the earth like the 
White man?... Everywhere the White man has 
touched it, it is sore. 

-old Wintu woman talking about the 
destruction of the California 
land where she lived 



You ask me to plow the ground! Shall I take a 
knife and tear my mother’s breast? Then when I die 
she will not take me to her bosom to rest. 

You ask me to dig for stone! Shall I dig under 
her skin for her bones? Then when I die I cannot 
enter her body to be born again. 

You ask me to cut grass and make hay and 
sell it, and be rich like white men! But how dare I 
cut off my mother’s hair? 

— Smohalla, Columbia Basin Tribes, mid-1800s 
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Environmental 

Justice 

For people of color and poor 
working class people 
environmentalism involves any aspect 
of the environment that affects the 
quality of our lives and endangers the 
health of our communities. Unlike the 
major environmental organizations, for 
us, the struggle to stop toxic 
contamination of our home, workplace 
and community environments cannot 
be separated from fights for decent 
affordable housing, or control of land 
i or resources in our communities, or 
; the struggle for fair and livable 
' employment opportunities. 

Environmental activists of 


Racism and Ecology 


By Winona LaDuke 

Excerpted from a speech in Summer, 
1990. 

To start with I want to talk 
historically, and I want to talk about the 
indigenous [or Indian] world view. 
Things are in cycles. There is a natural 
order and natural laws, which are in 
cycles. In contrast to that, the way the 
industrial world works in terms of linear 
thinking. We progressed with 
technological advancement and 
economic growth from primitive to 
more civilized to more affluent. It is our 
sense that we are contrary and always 
will be contrary to the natural order, 
and to the way things function in terms 
of natural laws that we all basically have 
to come to learn to live with that. 

The second concept that I 
want to talk about is the concept of 
reciprocity, which is when indigenous 
[Native] people go out and harvest 
things from the land. Whether it is wild 
rice, fish, deer or turtles, when you go 
and take something from the land, you 
pray before you take it. You offer 
tobacco, you offer a prayer to that spirit 
and to the creation of a reciprocal 
arrangement, because that is how you 
maintain your relationship. Part of the 
code of ethics which goes with that is 
that you take only what you need. 
That way there is always something for 
the future. 

American Industrialism 

In contrast to that, the 
industrial system, the American 
system of capitalism, has to do with 
putting things together like labor and 
capital and resources for the purpose 
of accumulation. There is no taking 
only what you need. What is upheld 
and what is strived for is to accumulate 
more than you need. 

In order to maintain that type 




called Oklahoma Indian Territory, the 
first Indian reservation. The next 
wave, technological advancement and 
economic progress meant that what 
did they find in Oklahoma? Oil! So in a 
very short time there were no Indian 
reservations in Oklahoma. 


It Ain't No Party 

I am asking you to struggle for 
the environment in the context of 
struggling against racism. The reason 
is that we have come to understand 
that we don't have to tell Indian people 
how to live. What we need to do is 
learn a little bit more from them. We 
don't talk about new concepts of 
sustainable development. What you 
have to understand is that indigenous 
people have had sustainable 
development for thousands of years 
and maybe people could learn a bit 
from that. But we also have to learn to 
live in a society that is not based on 
conquest, but on survival. 


Our land is more valuable than your money. It 
will last forever. It will not even perish by the 
flames of fire. As long as the sun shines and the 
waters flow, this land will be here to give life to me 
and animals; therefore we cannot sell this land. It 
was put here by the Great Spirit and we cannot sell 
it because it does not belong to us. You can count 
your money and burn it within the nod of a buffalo’s 
head, but only the Great Spirit can count the grains 
of sand and the blades of grass of these plains. As 
a present to you, we will give you anything we have 
that you can take with you; but the land, never. 

—a Chief of the northern Blackfeet 






























The second concept that I 
want to talk about is the concept of 
reciprocity, which is when indigenous 
[Native] people go out and harvest 
things from the land. Whether it is wild 
rice, fish, deer or turtles, when you go 
and take something from the land, you 
pray before you take it. You offer 
tobacco, you offer a prayer to that spirit 
and to the creation of a reciprocal 
arrangement, because that is how you 
maintain your relationship. Part of the 
code of ethics which goes with that is 
that you take only what you need. 
That way there is always something for 
the future. 

American Industrialism 

In contrast to that, the 
industrial system, the American 
system of capitalism, has to do with 
putting things together like labor and 
capital and resources for the purpose 
of accumulation. There is no taking 
only what you need. What is upheld 
and what is strived for is to accumulate 
more than you need. 

In order to maintain that type 
of a system, you have to have a certain 
value system, and you have to make a 
big lie about people you are stealing 
from. And that lie has to do with 
racism. That is the relationship 
between capitalism and imperialism 
and racism. In order to steal from us, 
they have to make us less than 
human, (make it) that we don't have a 
culture, that we don't have an 
economic system and that we don't 
have a value system. 

The marginalization and the 
destruction of our cultures and of our 
people has coincided very closely with 
the expropriation of all our natural 
resources. Each generation more 
natural resources and land has been 
taken from indigenous people. First it 
was the agricultural plain of the east 
coast. The first ninety-seven Indian 
nations were relocated to a place 


people have had sustainable 
development for thousands of years 
and maybe people could learn a bit 
from that. But we also have to learn to 
live in a society that is not based on 
conquest, but on survival. 


It's not the fault of the workers 
employed by the corporations who 
have no control over their worklife or 
corporate policy decisions. It's not the 
fault of the consumers who really can 


Environmental 

Justice 

For people of color and poor 
working class people 
environmentalism involves any aspect 
of the environment that affects the 
quality of our lives and endangers the 
health of our communities. Unlike the 
major environmental organizations, for 
us, the struggle to stop toxic 
contamination of our home, workplace 
and community environments cannot 
be separated from fights for decent 
affordable housing, or control of land 
i or resources in our communities, or 
; the struggle for fair and livable 
' employment opportunities. 

Environmental activists of 
color have brought about a new 
consciousness drawn from our long 
struggles in the civil rights and labor 
movements, migrant farmworkers, 
Native American land rights, and the 
Asian immigration struggles. Rather 
than being seen as on the vanguard of 
environmentalism, however, people of 
color have been identified as being 
only "cause oriented" by one of the 
major environmental groups. 

Environmentalism has often 
been viewed, and more recently 
criticized as a predominantly white, 
upper-middle-class movement that is 
more sensitive to wildlife and the 
wilderness than to human needs. In 
the 1960s and 70s, that movement 
gave little or no attention to the 'Not In 
My Backyard' phenomenon, so waste 
ended up more often than not in poor, 
powerless people of color 
communities. The 1987 study, 
"Toxics, Waste and Race in the U.S." 
found the racial composition of a 
community to be the single variable 
best able to explain the existence of a 
commercial hazardous waste facility in 
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Our land is more valuable than your money. It 
will last forever. It will not even perish by the 
flames of fire. As long as the sun shines and the 
waters flow, this land will be here to give life to me 
and animals; therefore we cannot sell this land. It 
was put here by the Great Spirit and we cannot sell 
it because it does not belong to us. You can count 
your money and burn it within the nod of a buffalo’s 
head, but only the Great Spirit can count the grains 
of sand and the blades of grass of these plains. As 
a present to you, we will give you anything we have 
that you can take with you; but the land, never. 


-a Chief of the northern Blackfeet 



He saye that hie name la Columbue and that he 
has come to discover us. 


Capitalism and Ecology 

We hear much talk these days sprawls, encroaching on the last 
of corporate "responsibility" for the vestiges of wilderness and rural life 
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He saye that hie name le Columbus and that he 
has come to discover us. 


ot a system, you have to have a certain 
value system, and you have to make a 
big lie about people you are stealing 
from. And that lie has to do with 
racism. That is the relationship 
between capitalism and imperialism 
and racism. In order to steal from us, 
they have to make us less than 
human, (make it) that we don't have a 
culture, that we don't have an 
economic system and that we don't 
have a value system. 

The marginalization and the 
destruction of our cultures and of our 
people has coincided very closely with 
the expropriation of all our natural 
resources. Each generation more 
natural resources and land has been 
taken from indigenous people. First it 
was the agricultural plain of the east 
coast. The first ninety-seven Indian 
nations were relocated to a place 


We hear much talk these days 
of corporate "responsibility" for the 
environment and the "greening" of 
the economy, presumably through the 
use of renewable resources and less 
ecologically destructive technologies, 
recycling, limits on waste disposal and 
the like. Earth Day, once an important 
expression of the ecology movement, 
is now used by some as a celebration 
of "eco-capitalism." The potential of 
Earth Day has been dissolved into 
blatantly reformist environmentalism, 
which fails to see the role which 
capitalism plays in the destruction of 
the environment, and limits itself to 
merely ameliorative measures while 
such catastrophes as massive species 
extinction, global climatic disruption, 
and toxic pollution continue unabated. 

Capitalism-a market economy 
based on competition, t h e 
accumulation of profit, and endless 
growth-stands at odds with the 
environment. This market economy is 
the motor behind urbanization which 
turns once vibrant cities into massive 


sprawls, encroaching on the last 
vestiges of wilderness and rural life 
while also polluting the water, air and 
land with tons of waste. Any 
movement which attempts to 
overcome these ecological horrors 
must oppose capitalism itself. 

The connections between the 
major ecological disasters of our time 
and their root cause in capitalism are 
clear. The multinational corporations 
perpetuate environmental destruction 
around the globe-from rainforests to 
Pacific Norhtwest forest ecosystems 
to pristine Alaskan wilderness to the 
family farm. These same corporations 
develop lethally dangerous nuclear 
and biotechnology facilities, and dump 
barrels of toxic waste into our 
groundwater and air. This wealthy and 
powerful elite have nearly complete 
access to and control over resources. 
And these multinational corporations- 
along with the military complex-are, by 
far, the largest polluters. 

It's time to really place the 
blame for the current ecological crisis. 


It's not the fault of the workers 
employed by the corporations who 
have no control over their worklife or 
corporate policy decisions. It's not the 
fault of the consumers who really can 
only make small lifestyle changes with 
little effect on the fundamentally 
destructive nature of capitalist growth. 
It's not our fault. The blame lies 
squarely at the feet of a capitalistic and 
state-controlled system. If we are to 
halt the degradation and exploitation 
of our ecosystem, we must build a 
movement that struggles for a society 


color have brought about a new 
consciousness drawn from our long 
struggles in the civil rights and labor 
movements, migrant farmworkers, 
Native American land rights, and the 
Asian immigration struggles. Rather 
than being seen as on the vanguard of 
environmentalism, however, people of 
color have been identified as being 
only "cause oriented" by one of the 
major environmental groups. 

Environmentalism has often 
been viewed, and more recently 
criticized as a predominantly white, 
upper-middle-class movement that is 
more sensitive to wildlife and the 
wilderness than to human needs. In 
the 1960s and 70s, that movement 
gave little or no attention to the 'Not In 
My Backyard' phenomenon, so waste 
ended up more often than not in poor, 
powerless people of color 
communities. The 1987 study, 
"Toxics, Waste and Race in the U.S." 
found the racial composition of a 
community to be the single variable 
best able to explain the existence of a 
commercial hazardous waste facility in 
that area. 

This is from a talk by 
Magdalena Avila, born and raised in 
Kettleman City in a farm worker family. 

based on participatory democracy, an 
ecological sensibility and a 
cooperative spirit. 

by Chris Powers, Northern Vermont 
Greens 
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ECOFEMINISM 


III 


by Susan W. 

What is eco-feminism besides 
a grafting of a list of urgent ecological 
concerns onto a list of pressing 
feminist concerns, a belief that 
"woman is closer to nature”, or a 
special form of goddess-worship? 
Well, it depends on what brand of 
ecofeminism you choose. I choose 
the brand of social-eco-anarcha- 
feminism. It is one which draws from a 
rich tradition of women in resistance. 
It is one which attempts to dissolve the 
dualism of nature and culture, rather 
than choose one over the other. It is 
one which calls for a radical, erotic 
body-politic. And it is one that has a 
vision for a free, creative, 
unexploitative society. When I use the 
term "ecofeminism" it is to this brand of 
ecofeminism I refer. 

Ecofeminism recognizes tne 
unique history of women in struggle 
against patriarchy and the way in which 
women's oppression has historically 
been tied to the alienation from and 
domination of "nature". This 
association has been an unfortunate 
one for women (and men) under 
patriarchy because it has included the 
oppressive elements of both 
romanticism and degradation. Such 
romanticism can be found in current 
trends of ecology which follow on the 
heals of what Chaia Heller calls the 
"Cult of the Romantic". In this tradition, 
"romantic love is a pitiful attempt to 
love and know another from behind 
the wall of domination." Romantic 
ecologists lament the victimization of 
an ideal, all-giving "mother earth" by a 
ravaging "humanity," while failing to 
challenge the institutions of 
domination, such as natriarchv tho 


and see it as valuable and necessary in 
our fight for ecological and social 
justice. Women have been the 
caretakers of the world not by choice 
but by institution (compulsory 
heterosexuality, monogamy, 
motherhood, marriage, capitalism, 
etc.) Obviously, the world does not 
need less nurturing, but less 
hierarchy, patriarchy and domination. 

Women can also claim a long 
history of unique ecological 
sensibilities. From indigenous women 
in India's Chipko movement, fighting 


communities, as they are attentive to 
the details of everyday life and see 
the connections between health and 
environment. 

It is imperative for our survival 
that North American women join in 
solidarity with all women around the 
world in their struggle for self- 
determination. We must fight to end §jj 
forms of domination, everywhere. As 
we resist the hegemonic monoculture 
of white, Western capitalist patriarchy, 
"unity in diversity" is something we will 
earn by recognizing the ways in which 



with their bodies, clinging to the trees 
to resist deforestation, to grassroots 
housewives in the U.S. leading the 
anti-toxics movement, women have 
struggled against ecocidal capitalist 

imperialism. Indigenous women arid 


oppressions differ and are mediated in 
different ways. 


so called "third world" women for low- 
paid, exploitable labor. 

Historically, the development 
of capitalism sharpened a separation 
between the public and private 
sphere. Wage labor outside the home, 
performed mostly by men, became the 
only valued, "productive" work; while 
the home became the women's realm 
of unpaid and unvalued labor, mainly 
emotional and physical service for the 
worker and his children. Women in the 
public workforce carry a double 
burden, enduring male domination in 
the work place in the forms of sexual 
harassment, comparatively low wages, 
limited job opportunities, and limited 
chance for advancement. The 
definition of women as care takers, 
nurturers, and service givers is 
expanded from the home into the 
work force where they perform 
another shift of service labor. 

Many liberal approaches to 
women and work fail to challenge 
existing hierarchical work structures. 
One alternative suggests valuing 
women's work in the home. i.e. pay 
women to do housework, childcare 
and other service work. Another 
alternative requires entering the 
existing capitalist system of alienated 
labor. These alternatives ignore the 
condition of poor women who have 
been in the work force for 
generations, often caring not only for 
their own families after hours, but also 
for the children of professional women 
all day. None of these options offer 
women the pleasure and satisfaction 
we demand in our work and in our 
lives. 

An ecofeminist vision requires 



vision for a free, creative, 
unexploitative society. When I use the 
term "ecofeminism" it is to this brand of 
ecofeminism I refer. 

Ecofeminism recognizes me 
unique history of women in struggle 
against patriarchy and the way in which 
women's oppression has historically 
been tied to the alienation from and 
domination of "nature". This 
association has been an unfortunate 
one for women (and men) under 
patriarchy because it has included the 
oppressive elements of both 
romanticism and degradation. Such 
romanticism can be found in current 
trends of ecology which follow on the 
heals of what Chaia Heller calls the 
"Cult of the Romantic". In this tradition, 
"romantic love is a pitiful attempt to 
love and know another from behind 
the wall of domination." Romantic 
ecologists lament the victimization of 
an ideal, all-giving "mother earth" by a 
ravaging "humanity,” while failing to 
challenge the institutions of 
domination, such as patriarchy, the 
state, and capitalism, which 
perpetuate the denigration of women. 
Without exposing which humans are 
responsible for keeping these 
exploitative institutions in place, the 
blame falls once again on the most 
oppressed: so-called "Third World" 
mothers. 

In recognizing the historical 
connections of women and nature, 
the woman/nature analogy has 
presented ecofeminism with a 
paradox: if our oppression has been 
historically linked with our association 
with nature, how can our liberation be 
tied to our desire to free nature? 
Should we reclaim or reject the 
woman/nature analogy? This dilemna 
has led women to ask the question: 
"is woman closer to nature?" 
Ecofeminists can answer this question 
by recognizing the absurdity of it. The 
question itself is a patriarchal question, 
bom of alienation from nature. Woman 
is not "closer" to nature because 
nature is all there is. Rather than 
maintain such a division between 
human and non-human nature, social - 
ecofeminism sees culture as an 



with their bodies, clinging to the trees 
to resist deforestation, to grassroots 
housewives in the U.S. leading the 
anti-toxics movement, women have 
struggled against ecocidal capitalist 
imperialism. Indigenous women arid 
women of color, who have born the 
biggest brunt of colonialism, have an 
intimate knowledge of the devastating 
ecological and cultural costs of 
productionism. Many have retained an 
ecogical understanding which sees 
nature's sustainability and diversity as 
vital to human and planetary survival. 
Housewives, stewards of the "home" 
from which the word "ecology" is 
derived, often have a hightened 
awareness of ecocide in their 


oppressions differ and are mediated in 
different ways. 

The following is part of an 
Ecofeminist Statement by the 
Youth Greens which articulates an 
anarchist vision of ecofeminism: 

Capitalism depends on the 
exploitation of under-class groups for 
its survival, especially women. Women 
constitute such a class in various ways. 
Currently, multinational corporations, 
specifically the textile, agribusiness 
and electronic industries depend on 
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chance for advancement. The 
definition of women as care takers, 
nurturers, and service givers is 
expanded from the home into the 
work force where they perform 
another shift of service labor. 

Many liberal approaches to 
women and work fail to challenge 
existing hierarchical work structures. 
One alternative suggests valuing 
women's work in the home. i.e. pay 
women to do housework, childcare 
and other service work. Another 
alternative requires entering the 
existing capitalist system of alienated 
labor. These alternatives ignore the 
condition of poor women who have 
been in the work force for 
generations, often caring not only for 
their own families after hours, but also 
for the children of professional women 
all day. None of these options offer 
women the pleasure and satisfaction 
we demand in our work and in our 
lives. 

An ecofeminist vision requires 
a complete rethinking of work and a 
restructuring of society. The traditional 
work of women in the home-childcare, 
feeding, cleaning and maintenance of 
our living environment - are essential 
to our existence. This work must be 
not only revalued, but shared by the 
entire community, regardless of 
gender. 

As ecofeminists we envision 
an anarchist society in which creativity 
and erotic potential for work is 

continued on page VIII 
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state, and capitalism, which 
perpetuate the denigration of women. 
Without exposing which humans are 
responsible for keeping these 
exploitative institutions in place, the 
blame falls once again on the most 
oppressed: so-called "Third World" 
mothers. 

In recognizing the historical 
connections of women and nature, 
the woman/nature analogy has 
presented ecofeminism with a 
paradox: if our oppression has been 
historically linked with our association 
with nature, how can our liberation be 
tied to our desire to free nature? 
Should we reclaim or reject the 
woman/nature analogy? This dilemna 
has led women to ask the question: 
"is woman closer to nature?" 
Ecofeminists can answer this question 
by recognizing the absurdity of it. The 
question itself is a patriarchal question, 
bom of alienation from nature. Woman 
is not "closer" to nature because 
nature is all there is. Rather than 
maintain such a division between 
human and non-human nature, social - 
ecofeminism sees culture as an 
expression of nature. 

With this understanding, 
ecofeminism can dispense with the 
myth of biological determinism. Just 
as culture emerges within the realm of 
nature, so does gender emerge within 
the realm of our biology. Women are 
both biological and cultural beings. 
Both of our "natures" have the 
potential to develop towards ever 
greater differentiation and freedom. 
We have not yet begun to discover 
the richness and diversity of women's 
gender. Women throughout history 
have resisted the reduction of gender 
as defined by patriarchy through 
gender-bending, refusing to mother, 
queer sexuality and creating a vital 
women's culture. This diversity opens 
up new possibilities for gender in the 
future that we cannot yet imagine. 

At the same time, we can 
reclaim what is liberatory about our 
gender inheritance, such as nurturing, 


women of color, who have born the 
biggest brunt of colonialism, have an 
intimate knowledge of the devastating 
ecological and cultural costs of 
productionism. Many have retained an 
ecogical understanding which sees 
nature’s sustainability and diversity as 
vital to human and planetary survival. 
Housewives, stewards of the "home" 
from which the word "ecology" is 
derived, often have a hightened 
awareness of ecocide in their 


The following is part of an 
Ecofeminist Statement by the 
Youth Greens which articulates an 
anarchist vision of ecofeminism: 

Capitalism depends on the 
exploitation of under-class groups for 
its survival, especially women. Women 
constitute such a class in various ways. 
Currently, multinational corporations, 
specifically the textile, agribusiness 
and electronic industries depend on 


a complete rethinking of work and a 
restructuring of society. The traditional 
work of women in the home-childcare, 
feeding, cleaning and maintenance of 
our living environment - are essential 
to our existence. This work must be 
not only revalued, but shared by the 
entire community, regardless of 
gender. 

As ecofeminists we envision 
an anarchist society in which creativity 
and erotic potential for work is 
_ continued on page Vlll 
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APOLITICS 

DUTIFUL 

POWER 

COOPERATIVE 

HOLISTIC 


POLITICS 

POLITICS 

POLITICS 

POLITICS 

Consumer 

Voter 

Politician 

Citizen 

World Citizen 


News-watcher 

Lobbyist 

Left/Right Activist 
Rebel 

Interest Group 
Corporation 

Community 

Organizer 

Negotiator 

Facilitator 

Co-op 

Deep Ecologist 
Systems Thinker 
Green 

Engaged Buddhist 
Permaculturist 

44 Politics is 
someone else’s 
business. I'm just 
trying to live my 
life. I'm not 
interested in 
politics, 99 

44 Politics is how 
our country is run. 

We are cogs in a giant 
machine and 1 do my 
part 9 * 

44 Politics is the 
struggle for power 
and influence. We 
fight to make other 
people and the 
government do what 
we want them to (for 
us, the society or the 
world). 99 

44 Politics is public 
life, the shared 
solving of problems. 
We come together to 
make things better 
and to co-create our 
common future. 99 

44 Politics is our 
conscious participa¬ 
tion in the whole.* 

By increasing our 
consciousness of — 
and taking responsibil¬ 
ity for — our connec¬ 
tions to each other 
and our place in the 
whole, we can influ¬ 
ence its evolution and 
tap its wisdom. 99 

Cteefiriififv 

Characteristics : Morality. 

Characteristics: Competi¬ 

Characteristics: Discus 

Characteristics: Integrity, 

Isolation, search for 

pobtkalgotoip, conscien¬ 

tion. controversy, violence. 

sion, common goals, 
organisation, mutual aid, 
bolening, coaction, 
common security, win) 
win, confUct resolution, 
mutual respect, fairness, 
ciiisen democracy, 
committees, grassroots 

•styagmha [trutk force], 
service, solidarity with all 
life [including opponents), 
ethicel/ecological aware¬ 
ness, collective intelli¬ 
gence, spirituality 

personal security, 
additions, opinions 
nonexistent or im¬ 
planted from media, 
manipulated, “cocoon 
ing“ [escaping into 

tious voting, stays 
informed through media 
but no search for dtemo- 
troefdarifymg info, 
mannas. " upright 
atom,' respect for 
authority, simplistic 
thinking, formal democ¬ 
racy, doesn't moke waves 

us/them, winllose^ahtkol 
thinking, political 
correctness, manipulation, 
impact, hierarchy, 
righteousness, debate, 
4iiniiieiiiii. rebellion. 

world), ft m of authority 

disrespect, black/white 
thinking, None 

initiatives, tolerance of 
diversity 
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end catastrophe, 
cynicism, denial 







A Spectrum of Political Engagement 


by David Morris 


Whenever I think about the 
challenge confronting those trying to 
develop a rational transportation 
system, I’m reminded of a quote from 
The Prince. “It must be remembered 
that there is nothing more difficult to 
plan, more doubtful of success, nor 
more difficult to manage than the 
creation of a new system,” Machiavelli 
wrote more than 450 years ago. “For 
the initiator has the enmity of all who 
would profit by the preservation of the 
old institution and merely lukewarm 
defenders in those who would gain by 
the new ones.” 

Those who would profit by the 
preservation of the old transportation 
institutions are many and they wield 
immense power. Indeed, the two 
industries that form the bedrock of our 
transportation system also form the 
bedrock of our industrial society: oil 
and autos. 

The production of 
automobiles is the world’s number one 
industry. The number two industry 
supplies their fuel. Six of America’s 



Recycling is Not a Solution 

Recycling and Liberal Reform 


Getting Fr 

Building a Rat 

ten largest industrial corporations are 
either oil or auto companies. And the 
markets for their products continue to 
expand. Fifty million cars were on the 
road worldwide in 1954, 350 million in 
1989, and a projected 500 million by 
2000. 

Our economies are literally 
driven to work. Over 60 percent of the 
oil, half of the rubber, two thirds of the 
iron, 50 percent of all carpeting, and 
20 percent of all electronics and 
aluminum produced in the U.S. each 
year goes into our cars and trucks. In 
some European countries up to 4 out 
of every 10 jobs are directly or 
indirectly related to the making and 
maintaining of vehicles and road 
systems. A recent British estimate 
concludes that half of the world’s 
earnings may be auto- or truck-related. 

The challenge is great, but so 
is the opportunity, for today our 
transportation system is in crisis, a 
crisis manifest in three areas: pollution, 
congestion and cost. Local air 
pollution has reached unbearable 
levels. Its single biggest cause is 
vehicles. Congestion now threatens 
mobility itself. Our transportation 
infrastructure is old and wearing out, 
and we lack the money to both repair 
and maintain the existing roads and 
bridges, and build new systems to 
meet the projected traffic growth. 

End Car Subsidizes 

Least cost transportation 


Spoiling the Nest 

Today, everyone in all sectors 
of the system twitters about pollution 
and ecology. Even the capitalists and 
political rulers realize by now that 
industrialism's incessant assault on 
nature cannot continue unabated. 


up functioning as pilot projects for 
waste haulers seeking municipal 
recycling contracts. 

A sinister, rarely considered, 
side to mandatory recycling 
demanded by reformers is the 
increased power it delegates to the 


individual is thrust into the recycling 
process by expending unpaid labor in 
an extended work day through 
"voluntary" participation as waste 
sorter and garbage hauler for industrial 
capitalism's junk while others reap 
profits down the chain of exchange. 


production and recycling can act as its 
ideological and even material 
justification if it can clean up the waste 
end of the process. conjure i 

There is no real political will for ®. ar ier 1 

substantial recycling among the 1 
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Spoiling the Nest 

Today, everyone in all sectors 
of the system twitters about pollution 
and ecology. Even the capitalists and 
political rulers realize by now that 
industrialism's incessant assault on 
nature cannot continue unabated. 
They realize, as we do, that they are 
"spoiling the nest"-what they see as 
their nest. At present, unlike 
capitalism's previous crises which have 
remained on economic, social or 
political terrains, the very legitimacy of 
its material basis is being challenged. 
The question is being posed even at 
the heart of the system itself: can 
industrialism exist harmoniously within 
an ecologically balanced world? 

Since in the ruling circles it is 
taken as a given that the productive 
apparatus must never be significantly 
tampered with, recycing is posed as a 
universal panacea upon which all 
agree and which can be realistically 
implemented. 

Numerous municipalities 
across the U.S. are instituting 
mandatory recycling programs and 
more, if not all, will probably follow suit 
in the next few years as landfill space 
becomes less available and trash 
incineration is increasingly discredited. 
Many industries, seeing recycling as 
both a growth sector of the economy 


up functioning as pilot projects for 
waste haulers seeking municipal 
recycling contracts. 

A sinister, rarely considered, 
side to mandatory recycling 
demanded by reformers is the 
increased power it delegates to the 
state and its repressive apparatus. 
The old anarchist adage that more laws 
means more cops applies even in an 
arena as seemingly innocuous as 
garbage removal. Witness the 
situation in New York City where the 
persons being hired to enforce the 
city's mandatory curbside recycling 
program-Sanitation Recycling Police 
Officers-will be authorized to carry 
guns. The borough of Brookyln has 
hired 177 armed cops to monitor its 
recycling program, so what starts as an 
effort in liberal reform, ends with more 
of our lives being policed by maniacs 
with guns. 

Problem #2: 

A Narrow Focus 

The demand for recycling 
creates too narrow a focus and carries 
with it a subtext that presents garbage 
disposal as the sum of the world's 
problems. All calls for reforms have a 
tendency to do this by sectoralizing 
the world into an endless list of 
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and autos. 

The production of 
automobiles is the world’s number one 
industry. The number two industry 
supplies their fuel. Six of America’s 
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mairecny reiaiea to me making and 
maintaining of vehicles and road 
systems. A recent British estimate 
concludes that half of the world’s 
earnings may be auto* or truck-related. 

The challenge is great, but so 
is the opportunity, for today our 
transportation system is in crisis, a 
crisis manifest in three areas: pollution, 
congestion and cost. Local air 
pollution has reached unbearable 
levels. Its single biggest cause is 
vehicles. Congestion now threatens 
mobility itself. Our transportation 
infrastructure is old and wearing out, 
and we lack the money to both repair 
and maintain the existing roads and 
bridges, and build new systems to 
meet the projected traffic growth. 
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Recycling is Not a Solution 
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individual is thrust into the recycling 
process by expending unpaid labor in 
an extended work day through 
"voluntary" participation as waste 
sorter and garbage hauler for industrial 
capitalism’s junk while others reap 
profits down the chain of exchange. 
We work during the day to produce 
commodities, and when we don't 
work, we are busy consuming what 
other wage workers have created. 
Now, it is proposed that our duties 
include the addition of cleaning 
bottles, stacking and tying 
newspapers and flattening cans for 
the recycling center. 

Although many people 
express a willingness to take on the 
extra tasks as a contribution to a clean 
environment, this does not alter the 
nature of this activity within the political 
economy of capitalism. One could 
assume that in a post-revolutionary, 
post-industrial society there would be 
a drastic reduction in the level of junk 
produced and consumed with a 
corresponding drop in the hours 
spent at work. 


production and recycling can act as Its 
ideological and even material 
justification if it can clean up the waste 
end of the process. 

There is no real political will for 
substantial recycling among the 
industrial and financial elite. Industrial 
capitalism’s internal logic does not 
permit the latitude necessary to 
change its mode of production and 
consumption into one which 
considers the needs of the planet. 
Corporate managers have no intention 
of allowing complete recycling or other 
ecologically-based production 
methods to prevail since the 
productive and extractive industries 
form the core of the U.S. economy. 


Problem #4: 

Affirming Consumption 

Demands for recycling can 
function to affirm the overall mad level 
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Problem #6: 

Create Another Industry 

When recycling becomes a 
permanent feature of the economy, it 
will probably be utilized mainly as a 
technique to deal with a significant 
portion of urban garbage, but in itself 
won't stop the destruction of the 
natural world. All the recycling efforts 
in the country can't stop the clear-cut 
logging of the old growth forests of 
the U.S. Northwest. 

However, recycling is not a 
solution even to the limited Droblems 
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They realize, as we do, that they are 
"spoiling the nest"--what they see as 
their nest. At present, unlike 
capitalism's previous crises which have 
remained on economic, social or 
political terrains, the very legitimacy of 
its material basis is being challenged. 
The question is being posed even at 
the heart of the system itself: can 
industrialism exist harmoniously within 
an ecologically balanced world? 

Since in the ruling circles it is 
taken as a given that the productive 
apparatus must never be significantly 
tampered with, recycing is posed as a 
universal panacea upon which all 
agree and which can be realistically 
implemented. 

Numerous municipalities 
across the U.S. are instituting 
mandatory recycling programs and 
more, if not all, will probably follow suit 
in the next few years as landfill space 
becomes less available and trash 
incineration is increasingly discredited. 
Many industries, seeing recycling as 
both a growth sector of the economy 
and as a public relations hedge against 
criticism of their products, have 
become big boosters of such projects. 

This all said, let me state what I 
see as the numerous problems arising 
from a view that recycling contains the 
solution to any of the environmental 
crises the planet faces, but end by 
suggesting a role it could play in a 
human-scale, convivial society. 

Problem #1: 

Recuperation 

Through the structural 
integration of radical demands 
(recuperation), the social and 
economic forces which generate the 
garbage problem in the first place 
intend to transform our desire to stop 
despoiling the earth with landfills and 
incinerators into an extension of their 
power and wealth. Thus, volunteer 
efforts of concerned individuals to 
create local recycling programs wind 
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state and its repressive apparatus. 
The old anarchist adage that more laws 
means more cops applies even in an 
arena as seemingly innocuous as 
garbage removal. Witness the 
situation in New York City where the 
persons being hired to enforce the 
city's mandatory curbside recycling 
program-Sanitation Recycling Police 
Officers-will be authorized to carry 
guns. The borough of Brookyln has 
hired 177 armed cops to monitor its 
recycling program, so what starts as an 
effort in liberal reform, ends with more 
of our lives being policed by maniacs 
with guns. 

Problem #2: 

A Narrow Focus 

The demand for recycling 
creates too narrow a focus and carries 
with it a subtext that presents garbage 
disposal as the sum of the world's 
problems. All calls for reforms have a 
tendency to do this by sectoralizing 
the world into an endless list of 
"causes" withou ever confronting the 
totality. 

Problem #3: 

The Critique of Work 

Demands for recycling can 
erode the radical critique of work which 
places the exploitation of wage labor at 
the cornerstone of capitalism's empire 
with human activity transformed into a 
commodity to be bought and sold. 
Most recycling advocates, wanting to 
provide "realistic" solutions (that is, 
ones within the current system's 
acceptable parameters), assure us or 
even celebratd the fact that recycling 
will create more jobs. 

The critique of work is further 
eroded thusly: recycling as an 
economic growth sector has 
developed as corporations large and 
small realize that profits are to be made 
from what was once discarded. In a 
society where all human labor is 
measured as value-producing, the 
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We work during the day to produce 
commodities, and when we don't 
work, we are busy consuming what 
other wage workers have created. 
Now, it is proposed that our duties 
include the addition of cleaning 
bottles, stacking and tying 
newspapers and flattening cans for 
the recycling center. 

Although many people 
express a willingness to take on the 
extra tasks as a contribution to a clean 
environment, this does not alter the 
nature of this activity within the political 
economy of capitalism. One could 
assume that in a post-revolutionary, 
post-industrial society there would be 
a drastic reduction in the level of junk 
produced and consumed with a 
corresponding drop in the hours 
spent at work. 

Problem #4: 

Affirming Consumption 

Demands for recycling can 
function to affirm the overall mad level 
of consumption itself and the item 
being recycled as well as obscuring 
what has been produced. The only 
problem posed is how to dispose of 
what is left over--the trash-after 
consumption. 

The contents of recycled 
items or their very existence is never 
questioned, such as with newspapers. 
Recycling daily newspapers adds 
injury to insult with us doing the work. 
Most papers are cogs in the Big Lie 
machine which sanctify the core myths 
of this society and are key propaganda 
organs for commodity consumption. 

Problem #5: 

Industrial Production Ignored 

The demand for recycling can 
overemphasize the wrong end of the 
problem, taking for granted the torrent 
of commodities spewed out by this 
society and concentrating only on 
disposing of its waste. Massive 
pollution takes place at the point of 
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industrial and financial elite. Industrial 
capitalism's internal logic does not 
permit the latitude necessary to 
change its mode of production and 
consumption into one which 
considers the needs of the planet. 
Corporate managers have no intention 
of allowing complete recycling or other 
ecologically-based production 
methods to prevail since the 
productive and extractive industries 
form the core of the U.S. economy. 


Problem #6: 

Create Another Industry 

When recycling becomes a 
permanent feature of the economy, it 
will probably be utilized mainly as a 
technique to deal with a significant 
portion of urban garbage, but in itself 
won't stop the destruction of the 
natural world. All the recycling efforts 
in the country can't stop the clear-cut 
logging of the old growth forests of 
the U.S. Northwest. 

However, recycling is not a 
solution even to the limited problems 
of waste disposal its advocates seek to 
correct. Extensive recycling of the Mt. 
Everst of trash produced daily in this 
country would create another mass 
nightmare industry to parallel what 
exists now, one that could conceivably 
cause as much 
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ire planning would break open the 

he monopoly that roads have on 

to transportation spending and instead 

he invest those funds on alternatives that 

in most inexpensively satisfy a particular 

by need. Full cost transportation 

accounting would force all forms of 
lly transportation to pay their full social 
he and environmental costs, 
he Let me address the last issue 

id first. The transportation industry 

i d would have us believe that cars and 
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department and 16 percent of the 
paramedics budget were auto related. 
In 1991 dollars, Hart concluded that 
>n the city and county government 


A Bleak Picture 

The preceding picture may 
ljure up the bleak image presented 
iior in this essay of the radical 
suing angry tracts denouncing 
irything " However, I would hope 


shortfall, received from gas taxes, 
vehicle fees and parking tickets, is 50- 
60 cents per gallon. Brooklyn 
engineer Brian Ketcham has come up 
with similar figures for New York. 

Last year the American Lung 
Association estimated that the medical 
costs alone from gasoline fumes are 
40-45 cents a gallon. And the cost 
does not include environmental costs, 
like acid rain or global warming. Some 
observers estimate the true cost of a 
fossil-fueled, two-ton, steelbodied, 
internal combustion car may run as 
much as $4-5 a gallon. In other words, 
car subsidies may run into the 
hundreds of billions of dollars a year. 

Reduce the Need 

What would be the 
components of a least cost 
transportation system? Transportation 
is used for many purposes: recreation, 
business, freight delivery, shopping, 
personal errands. Each may require a 
different strategy. Yet in each case we 
may well arrive at the same conclusion: 
the cheapest solution is to reduce the 
need for physical transportation. As 
Ernst Schumacher, economist and 
author of Small is Beautiful, once 
remarked, ‘The smart person solves 
problems. The genius avoids them.” 

In the mid-1970s, the city of- 
Portland, Oregon concluded that it 
could reduce by 5 percent projected 
energy consumption simply by 
reviving neighborhood grocery stores. 
Instead of driving the 15 percent 


inherently flawed that one should 
avoid it? It would seem to me that 
even with the attendent problems, as 
the central consumer culture we have 
a responsibility to try to recycle as 
much of the horrid mess we create as 


efficient car a few miles to a regional 
mall for a loaf of bread or a bottle of 
milk, one could walk. Compactness 
saves energy and money. 

Increase Efficiency 

Reducing the need for 
physical transportation is our highest 
priority. Improving the efficiency with 
which we transport people and goods 
is a close second. 

The high-efficiency light bulb 
provides almost four times more light 
for the amount of energy consumed. 
Carpools and mass transit systems 
carry three times more passengers for 
the same amount of road space or fuel 
used. Bicycles get almost 1500 miles 
to the gallon, based on the oil 
equivalent of food energy consumed, 
and bike lanes can carry as many 
passengers per hour as car lanes. 

We might envision hybrid 
systems. A New Jersey study found 
that 40 percent of commuters lived 
within five miles of a train station. 
Bikes to mass transit make use of a 
renewable-fueled, very high-efficiency 
transportation vehicle and another 
high-efficiency transportation vehicle. 

Imagine that we were to 
allocate transportation revenues on 
the basis of cost and that the cost 
includes the cost to the environment. 
What might happen? 

Two years ago Southern 
California Edison gave away more that 
a million high-efficiency light bulbs. It 
did so because it was cheaper than 
buying the fuel and paying the 
operating cost for existing power 
plants. 

Last year the City of Pasadena 
began offering free bicycles to city 
employees who promise to use them 
to commute. Pasadena apparently 
found it cheaper to do this than to 
build and maintain parking places and 
roadways for commuters. 

Electric Cars 

Let me begin by discussing 
the transportation fuel of the future. 
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cells, and which offers other benefits 
for urban living. Since electric vehicles 
are already available, and hydrogen 
cars are not, let me focus on the later. 

Electric motors are quiet and 
non-polluting inside the city. Thus 
they eliminate both air pollution and 
noise, the later an often overlooked 
yet an exremely irritating and even 
dangerous pollutant. Electric motors 
also provide a good suppliment to 
humanly powered vehicles. A bicycle 
group in New York City uses pedicarts 
for waste collection, and is thinking of 
adding a canopy and an electric motor 
to the wheels. 

Electric cars do cause 
pollution from power plants outside 
the city. Yet according to the California 
Air Resources Board, even when 
taking this pollution into account, 
electric cars are 95 percent less 
polluting than gas vehicles. What 
makes electric cars particularly 
satisfying to me is that their power 
could eventually come from sunlight 
itself. Sufficient sunlight falls on the 
parking lots, driveways, or even the 
rooftops of our homes to satisfy a 
major portion of an electric 
transportation system. 

Electric cars can eliminate the 
pollution costs of vehicles. They do 
not eliminate congestion. As one 
L.A.-based environmentalist recently 
quipped, "If everyone in L.A. had an 
electric car, they still couldn’t drive 
home." 

Cars Versus Community 

Throughout this address I 
have used marketplace principles to 
argue for a rational transportation 
system. I have argued that we need to 
quantify the cost of different modes of 
transportation, and use this as a basis 
for a least cost transportation system. 
Yet in the final analysis, what we are 
continued on page VIII 
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local road spending. The rest comes 
from property taxes. Milwaukee 
spends more than $80 million of its 
property taxes annually on roads. In 
essence, we are robbing our schools 
to feed our internal combustion 
engines. 

But this is only a first-cut 
analysis of costs. In the early 1980’s, 
engineer Stanely Hart calculated the 
impact of the automobile on the 
budget of Pasadena, California. After 
a meticulous investigation, h e 
estimated that 40 percent of the police 
department budget, 14% of the fire 
department and 16 percent of the 
paramedics budget were auto related. 
In 1991 dollars, Hart concluded that 
the city and county government 


wnat would be the 
components of a least cost 
transportation system? Transportation 
is used for many purposes: recreation, 
business, freight delivery, shopping, 
personal errands. Each may require a 
different strategy. Yet in each case we 
may well arrive at the same conclusion: 
the cheapest solution is to reduce the 
need for physical transportation. As 
Ernst Schumacher, economist and 
author of Small is Beautiful, once 
remarked, ‘The smart person solves 
problems. The genius avoids them.” 

In the mid-1970s, the city of. 
Portland, Oregon concluded that it 
could reduce by 5 percent projected 
energy consumption simply by 
reviving neighborhood grocery stores. 
Instead of driving the 15 percent 
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A Bleak Picture 

The preceding picture may 
conjure up the bleak image presented 
earlier in this essay of the radical 
"issuing angry tracts denouncing 
everything." However, I would hope 
that this angry tract joins with others to 
create a thrust toward the radical 
rejection of capitalist society-the 
creation of a movement that 
undermines the historic confidence of 
the ruling order and challenges its 
basic concepts of progress and 
production realizing that both threaten 
life, liberty and ecology. For now our 
ideas may only be a negation- 
opposition to petro-chemical 
production, to any more growth, to 
wage work, to hierarchy, to the state, 
to the patriarchy. But from that 
opposition should come a material, 
geographically coherent community of 
resistance that refuses a vision that 
encompasses anything less than a 
free and green world. 

What about recycling; can it 
play a role in this rejectionism or is it so 
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inherently flawed that one should 
avoid it? It would seem to me that 
even with the attendent problems, as 
the central consumer culture we have 
a responsibility to try to recycle as 
much of the horrid mess we create as 
possible. However, we should do all 
this while realizing that a "good 
citizen" approach will remain only as a 
gesture unless linking up with other 
moves against the Megamachine. 

For some, recycling may act as 
a perpetual gateway to understanding 
the deeper problem of production and 
consumption in this society, but this 
realization should only be a small step 
on a journey to a world in which there 
is virtually no waste to recycle. 

-Bert Wirkes-Butuar, excerpted from a 
longer article in Fifth Estate. 




Bikes to mass transit make use of a 
renewable-fueled, very high-efficiency 
transportation vehicle and another 
high-efficiency transportation vehicle. 

Imagine that we were to 
allocate transportation revenues on 
the basis of cost and that the cost 
includes the cost to the environment. 
What might happen? 

Two years ago Southern 
California Edison gave away more that 
a million high-efficiency light bulbs. It 
did so because it was cheaper than 
buying the fuel and paying the 
operating cost for existing power 
plants. 

Last year the City of Pasadena 
began offering free bicycles to city 
employees who promise to use them 
to commute. Pasadena apparently 
found it cheaper to do this than to 
build and maintain parking places and 
roadways for commuters. 


Electric Cars 

Let me begin by discussing 
the transportation fuel of the future. 
From an environmental perspective, it 
should be hydrogen, which after 
combustion yields only water and 
which can potentially be derived from 
water. Or it should be electricity, which 
ultimately can be generated from solar 
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parking lots, driveways, or even the 
rooftops of our homes to satisfy a 
major portion of an electric 
transportation system. 

Electric cars can eliminate the 
pollution costs of vehicles. They do 
not eliminate congestion. As one 
L.A.-based environmentalist recently 
quipped, "If everyone in L.A. had an 
electric car, they still couldn't drive 
home." 


Cars Versus Community 

Throughout this address I 
have used marketplace principles to 
argue for a rational transportation 
system. I have argued that we need to 
quantify the cost of different modes of 
transportation, and use this as a basis 
for a least cost transportation system. 
Yet in the final analysis, what we are 
continued on page VIII 
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that this angry tract joins with others to 
create a thrust toward the radical 
rejection of capitalist society—the 
creation of a movement that 
undermines the historic confidence of 
the ruling order and challenges its 
basic concepts of progress and 
production realizing that both threaten 
life, liberty and ecology. For now our 
ideas may only be a negation- 
opposition to petro-chemical 
production, to any more growth, to 
wage work, to hierarchy, to the state, 
to the patriarchy. But from that 
opposition should come a material, 
geographically coherent community of 
resistance that refuses a vision that 
encompasses anything less than a 
free and green world. 

What about recycling; can it 
play a role in this rejectionism or is it so 


much ot the horrid mess we create as 
possible. However, we should do all 
this while realizing that a "good 
citizen" approach will remain only as a 
gesture unless linking up with other 
moves against the Megamachine. 

For some, recycling may act as 
a perpetual gateway to understanding 
the deeper problem of production and 
consumption in this society, but this 
realization should only be a small step 
on a journey to a world in which there 
is virtually no waste to recycle. 

-Bert Wirkes-Butuar, excerpted from a 
longer article in Fifth Estate. 




From an environmental perspective, it 
should be hydrogen, which after 
combustion yields only water and 
which can potentially be derived from 
water. Or it should be electricity, which 
ultimately can be generated from solar 





















Vl Ecology, Critical 
Thinking, and Utopia 


by Paul O'Banion 

Utopia is seldom on the lips of 
radicals at the barricades. Many 
anarchists have reduced the utopian 
project which is anarchism to keeping 
pace with leftist organizers, their 
noses to the grindstone, seldom 
looking up to see where they are 
going, much less to ask if we might be 
headed in the right direction. 

Anarchism has always 
demanded the impossible, offering a 
comprehensive critique of society, 
while uncompromisingly holding out 
the possibility of utopia. Yet today, 
much of the young re-emergent 
anarchist movement, while rejecting 
the evils of this society, offers little as 
an alternative except to feel guilt for 
being a part of it and/or to destroy its 
closest, most visible manifestations. 

While many know what we are 
against, few know, beyond vague 
intuitions, what we are for. Vision is 
lost, and many wander without 
direction or self identity; Some instead 
wait for “leadership” to arise 
somewhere else. Times like these 
require us to step back, reconsider our 
assumptions, and initiate a dialogue 
on the possibilities and preconditions 
for freedom. We must restore utopia 
to our radical vocabulary. 

Critical Thinking and Utopia 

The study of history, theory, 
and contemporary conditions, 
essential to any emancipatory 
movement, has become extremely 
difficult. We live in an age in which 
critical thinking (discouraged by 
schools and media alike) and taking 
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pervades much of the anarchist activist 
milieu. Possible insight is lost, as 
though only that which can be easily 
understood, or that which feels right, 
can be true. To adopt this attitude is to 
cut our own throats, condeming 
ourselves to live forever with rage, 
while never understanding our 
situation or developing possible ways 
out. 


The world we live in is not a 


simple one. Nor are the increasingly 
bleak social and ecological problems 
we face. To understand them requires 
the development of our ability to think 



critically, to think theoretically, and to 
disentangle this process from the 
indoctrination and abstraction 
characteristic of school. 

Lack of theoretical 
understanding is clearly evident in the 
simplistic association of ecological 
politics with “the environment,” an 
association all too common in the 
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and nature. Although we may know 
that humans evolved from apes, for 
instance, we seldom realize the 
degree to which humans are in fact a 
part of nature, creating a sharp 
separation between ourselves and 
“nature.” 


discussion and self-reflection as part 
of a revolutionary movement. The 
apparent crisis in nature must in fact be 
addressed in the realm of culture by 
confronting interrelated forms of 
domination-uprooting epistemologies 
of rule. 


Understanding humans’ place 
in nature is a first step toward grasping 
the ecological crisis. Murray Bookchin, 
in his main work, The Ecology of 
Freedom, outlines the emergence of 
hierarchy and the problems of bringing 
about a free and ecological society. 
He iluminates deeply ingrained 
patterns of domination, which he sees 
as part of the dominant Western 
epistemology. Epistemology deals 
with our way of knowing the world. 
Bookchin calls it “mentalizing the 
entire realm of experience along lines 
of command and obedience... 
epistemologies of rule." 



It is here, at the level of 


epistemology, that we can begin to 
unravel the complex interrelationships 
of humans’ domination of other 
humans and the conscious attempt to 
dominate nature. Control through 
command is what various forms of 
domination have in common. The 
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Culture, Nature & Hierarchy 

Early human culture is 
believed to have lived relatively 
cooperatively-although not freely in 
any meaningful sense-with great 
sensitivity to natural processes. As we 
have seen, some members of various 
tribes and dans began to dominate 
others; men to control women, elders 
to control the young, etc. With time, 
for example, sexual divisions of labor 
became hierarchically institutionalized. 
Understanding that forms of 
domination such as patriarchy 
preceded the emergence of class 
society leads to the perspective that all 
forms of domination must be opposed 
to bring about liberation, rather than 
simplistically advocating that dass is 
the “original sin.” 

The belief that one can control 
nature has its origin in the control of 
some humans by. others, such as the 
closely related patriarchal pradice of 
men controlling women. As Ynestra 
King draws the parallel, “For men 
raised in women-hating culture, the 
fact that they are bom of women and 
are dependent upon non-human 
nature for existence is frightening. 
The process of objectification, of the 
making of women and nature into 
“other” to be appropriated and 
dominated, is based on a profound 
forgetting by men. They forget that 
they were dependent on women in 
their early helpless years, and are 
dependent on non-human nature all 
their lives, which allows first for 
objectification and then for 
domination... But the denied part of 
men is never fully obliterated. The 
memory remains in the knowledge of 
mortality and the fear of women’s 























the possibility of utopia. Yet today, 
much of the young re-emergent 
anarchist movement, while rejecting 
the evils of this society, offers little as 
an alternative except to feel guilt for 
being a part of it and/or to destroy its 
closest, most visible manifestations. 

While many know what we are 
against, few know, beyond vague 
intuitions, what we are for. Vision is 
lost, and many wander without 
direction or self identity; Some instead 
wait for “leadership" to arise 
somewhere else. Times like these 
require us to step back, reconsider our 
assumptions, and initiate a dialogue 
on the possibilities and preconditions 
for freedom. We must restore utopia 
to our radical vocabulary. 


Critical Thinking and Utopia 

The study of history, theory, 
and contemporary conditions, 
essential to any emancipatory 
movement, has become extremely 
difficult. We live in an age in which 
critical thinking (discouraged by 
schools and media alike) and taking 
time to read and reflect, is castigated 
by so-called radicals as exercising 
one’s “privelege,” even as we can 
barely find time for it amid jobs and 
organizing efforts. 

Despite the central role of 
study to social struggles throughout 
history, a self-defeating anti- 
intellectualism which confuses 
theoretical discussion and writing with 
the priveleged discourse of the 
university, characterizing it as 
“academic” and presumably irrelevant, 



critically, to think theoretically, and to 
disentangle this process from the 
indoctrination and abstraction 
characteristic of school. 

Lack of theoretical 
understanding is clearly evident in the 
simplistic association of ecological 
politics with “the environment,” an 
association all too common in the 
anarchist community. 


What 


is Nature? 

When we think of “nature” we 
may imagine countryside, a city park, 
or a place we might spend a weekend 
camping. We may think of rivers, the 
air, or an endangered forest. Seldom 
do we think of ourselves, the city, or 
culture. Like the separation of men 
and women, “third world” and “first,” 
White and Black, we also maintain a 
mental dichotomy between humans 


Oppositional Politicsp 


It is here, at the level of 
epistemology, that we can begin to 
unravel the complex interrelationships 
of humans’ domination of other 
humans and the conscious attempt to 
dominate nature. Control through 
command is what various forms of 
domination have in common. The 
State, capitalism and patriarcjy are 
elaborate systems and institutions with 
a minority in control. The command of 
men over women, White over Black, 
capitalist over worker, is extended to 
the attempts by ruling elites to control 
nature to increase their power. 

Domination and hierarchy thus 
have deep roots in human evolution. 
They manifest themselves not just in 
more recognizable institutional forms, 
but also in ways of thinking. This 
highlights the importance of changing 
consciousness through study, 
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From Youth Green Political 
Principles 

The Youth Greens support an 
explicitly oppositional politics, as only 
oppositional politics can pave the way 
for the revolutionary changes which 
we seek. The crises we are faced with 
require fundamental structural 
change. Existing institutions and elites 
are unwilling and incapable of initiating 
the required changes, as their power 


This is misleading; we are faced with 
entrenched power structures which 
benefit some at the expense of others 
and can only be challenged through 
large scale confrontation. Additionally, 
participation in collective social 
practice is essential to the radical 
transformation of individual attitides 
•necessary to the creation of an 
ecologically sustainable society. 
Preoccupation with the individual must 



infinite variety of sociopolitical 
contexts in the United States; this 
variety requires local autonomy in 
determining appropriate strategies 
and tactics. Generally, we call for 


forms of domination must be opposed 
to bring about liberation, tather than 
simplistically advocating that class is 
the “original sin.” 

The belief that one can control 
nature has its origin in the control of 
some humans by. others, such as the 
closely related patriarchal practice of 
men controlling women. As Ynestra 
King draws the parallel, “For men 
raised in women-hating culture, the 
fact that they are born of women and 
are dependent upon non-human 
nature for existence is frightening. 
The process of objectification, of the 
making of women and nature into 
“other” to be appropriated and 
dominated, is based on a profound 
forgetting by men. They forget that 
they were dependent on women in 
their early helpless years, and are 
dependent on non-human nature all 
their lives, which allows first for 
objectification and then for 
domination... But the denied part of 
men is never fully obliterated. The 
memory remains in the knowledge of 
mortality and the fear of women’s 
power.” Partly for these reasons King 
explains that “ecology requires a 
feminist perspective. Without a 
thorough feminist analysis of social 
domination that reveals t h e 
interconnected roots of misogyny and 
hatred of nature, ecology remains an 
abstraction: it is incomplete. If male 
ecological scientists and social 
ecologist fail to deal with misogyny, 
the deepest manifestation of nature- 
hating in their own lives, they are not 
living the ecological lives or creating 
the ecological society they claim.” 

I have referred to one of the 
more obvious connections between a 
form of social domination (patriarchy) 
and the attempt to dominate nature. 
This is in order to demonstrate the 
interrelation between multiple forms of 
domination and, the following 
neccesity to uproot domination from 
our psyches even as we create a 
movement to end institutional forms of 
domination , such as the State. The 
implication, then, of this partial, and 
admittedly largely undeveloped, 
presentation of some of the issues is, 
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ume 10 read ana reneci, is casugaiea 
by so-called radicals as exercising 
one’s “privelege,” even as we can 
barely find time for it amid jobs and 
organizing efforts. 

Despite the central role of 
study to social struggles throughout 
history, a self-defeating anti- 
intellectualism which confuses 
theoretical discussion and writing with 
the priveleged discourse of the 
university, characterizing it as 
“academic” and presumably irrelevant, 


anarchist community. 

What is Nature? 

When we think of “nature” we 
may imagine countryside, a city park, 
or a place we might spend a weekend 
camping. We may think of rivers, the 
air, or an endangered forest. Seldom 
do we think ef ourselves, the city, or 
culture. Like the separation of men 
and women, “third world” and “first,” 
White and Black, we also maintain a 
mental dichotomy between humans 


Oppositional Politics 
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elaborate systems and institutions with 
a minority in control. The command of 
men over women, White over Black, 
capitalist over worker, is extended to 
the attempts by ruling elites to control 
nature to increase their power. 

Domination and hierarchy thus 
have deep roots in human evolution. 
They manifest themselves not just in 
more recognizable institutional forms, 
but also in ways of thinking. This 
highlights the importance of changing 
consciousness through study, 


From Youth Green Political 
Principles 

The Youth Greens support an 
explicitly oppositional politics, as only 
oppositional politics can pave the way 
for the revolutionary changes which 
we seek. The crises we are faced with 
require fundamental structural 
change. Existing institutions and elites 
are unwilling and incapable of initiating 
the required changes, as their power 
and privilege rest upon the status quo. 
Mere appeals to their conscience and 
goodwill have repeatedly proved 
ineffectual. 

We thus have no choice but to 
look to other times and places where 
similar deep-ranging social change has 
been won. The farmer, labor, 
women’s, Black Power, and Native 
, American movements are all examples 
' of insurgencies which achieved hard- 
won victories in the face of elite 
intransigence. At their peak, the 
politics of all these movements was 
fundamentally oppositional; they 
demonstrate conclusively that social 
change is made through struggle. 

The Youth Greens therefore 
rejects the idea that social change only 
requires individual thansformation. 
Changes in individual attitude are 
indeed necessary. However, 
overemphasis on this has led to the 
view that all individuals are equally 
responsible for the world’s problems. 


This is misleading; we are faced with 
entrenched power structures which 
benefit some at the expense of others 
and can only be challenged through 
large scale confrontation. Additionally, 
participation in collective social 
practice is essential to the radical 
transformation of individual attitides 
• necessary to the creation of an 
ecologically sustainable society. 
Preoccupation with the individual must 
therefore be expanded to encompass 
an understanding of the dielectical 
relationship between social and 
personal transformation. 

An oppositional politics 
requires political coherence, 
accountability, direct democracy, and 
commitment. Futhermore, we need to 
develop a general theory of struggle 
which will guide us between the twin 
dangers of liberal democratic 
cooptation and isolated adventurist 
posturing. We reject the Weather 
Underground’s macho glorification of 
violence as well as the sellout and 
corruption eventually suffered by 
many insurgent movements. Avoiding 
both of these errors is essential; we 
must creatively balence the tension 
between broadening the base and 
moving forward. 

The Green philosophy of 
democratic decentralization is an 
essential component to building an 
oppositional politics. There is an 



infinite variety of sociopolitical 
contexts in the United States; this 
variety requires local autonomy in 
determining appropriate strategies 
and tactics. Generally, we call for 
creative, tactically flexible direct 
actions which effectively express our 
opposition to entrenched power. We 
prefer non-violence to violence as 
more conducive to democratic 
process and Green politics. But we do 
not wish to restrict our futute choices 
to dogmatic pacifism; in particular, we 
affirm the right to self-defense. 

Resisting cooptation is crucial. 
It can occur both internally, through 
bureaucratization, and externally, 
through manipulation and sell-out. 
One manifestation of cooptation in | 
political movements today has been 
the increasing dominance of a 
narrowly defined view of “non¬ 
violence.” Permissible strategies for 
protest have increasingly been limited 
to tame, choreographed spectacles 
pre-approved by the forces of 
repression. The Youth Greens reject 
this as inauthentic opposition. It robs 
protest of possibility, and protest 
without possibility is not oppositional. 


power.” Partly for these reasons King 
explains that “ecology requires a 
feminist perspective. Without a 
thorough feminist analysis of social 
domination that reveals the 
interconnected roots of misogyny and 
hatred of nature, ecology remains an 
abstraction: it is incomplete. If male 
ecological scientists and social 
ecologist fail to deal with misogyny, 
the deepest manifestation of nature- 
hating in their own lives, they are not 
living the ecological lives or creating 
the ecological society they claim.” 

I have referred to one of the 
more obvious connections between a 
form of social domination (patriarchy) 
and the attempt to dominate nature. 
This is in order to demonstrate the 
interrelation between multiple forms of 
domination and, the following 
neccesity to uproot domination from 
our psyches even as we create a 
movement to end institutional forms of 
domination , such as the State. The 
implication, then, of this partial, and 
admittedly largely undeveloped, 
presentation of some of the issues is, 
as John Clark points out, that “A 
precondition for the achievement of 
harmony with nature is the attainment 
of harmony and balance within society 


itself. Mechanistic organization based 
on political and economic power must 
be replaced by an organic community 
regulated htrough common ecological 
values and a commitment to a common 
life.” - John Clarke. 


Excerpted from a longer article in the 
May, 1991 Love and Rage. _ 

Ecology & Anarchism! 
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actirists to discuss 
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direct actions for a 
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movement. We 
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YOU ARE 
HERE 

On Bioregionalism 

As indigenous peoples from 
around the world are gathering 
together to celebrate their heritage 
and to expose and denounce the 
myth of "discovery" by colonialist 
invaders (be it "discovery" of land, 
culture, or spirituality), a message is 
coming home: it's time to break down 
the borders. It's time to uncover what it 
means to be "native" from centuries of 
exploitation, alienation, and 
fragmentation. Those of us who have 
descended from the lost ones need to 
rediscover where we are. 

So where are we? If you ask a 
typical North American city-dweller 
where he or she lives, s(he) is likely to 
tell you a numbered house on a 
numbered street in the city of some 
state. This is evidence of the way in 
which, for centuries, certain humans 
have divided up the land with artificial 
boundaries that have little to do with 
the different plants, land formations, 
soils and languages of different 
regions. To the question "where do 
we decentralize to?," one response 
might be "to bioregions". Gary Snyder, 
a well known poet and bioregionalist, 
has explained it in this way: 
"Bioregionalism stands for the 
decentralization of, the critique of, the 
state. North American bioregionalism 
is an extension of anarchist thought, 
combined with much appreciation of 
American Indian cultures, the 
recognition of the virtues of 
decentralization, and the insights of 
'field ecology'." 

Bioregions are geographic 
areas having common characteristics 
of soil, watersheds, climate, and native 
plants and animals. Peter Bera. a 




the Bay 
Area's 


Bioregion 



approaches to living on the land. 

Central to our bioregion is the 
watershed. Native communities have 
traditionally organized around local 
water supplies and tribal boundaries 
were often set by the limits of 
watersheds. Water, logically, was 
understood as the source of life. Even 
the invaders understood this, as they 
often displaced native groups with the 
intention of securing their water. Over 
the generations, however, it has 
become extremely profitable for a few 
non-natives to impose a way of life that 
sees almost anything (including water) 
as surplus to sell for profit in a market 
elsewhere. This mentality is 
antithetical to the basic life-sustaining 
goal of maintaining the watershed, 
which provides for the essential 
conditions of water, food, and stable 
diversity. When the water system is cut 
or altered, all else is 
effected.Ultimately even profits 
dwindle as a place becomes 
increasingly less liveable for all of the 
people, plants and animals that dwell 
within it. 

We need to start developing 
bioregionally-founded values that we 
can ultimately put into practice in 
"bioregional councils" or "watershed 
councils". Peter Berg offers us a 
beginning list: interdependence 
(further linking supply, reuse, 
recycling, and restoration o f 
resources), diversity (ie. ecological, 
cultural, social, and political), self¬ 
regulation (eg. grassroots 
assemblies), and long-term 
sustainability (thinking 7th 
generation). We can begin by 
cultivating bioregional consciousness 
and bioregional identity. We can study 
where we are in detail; we can learn 
about our neighbors and their natural 
and cultural histories; we can aquaint 
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where he or she lives, s(he) is likely to 
tell you a numbered house on a 
numbered street in the city of some 
state. This is evidence of the way in 
which, for centuries, certain humans 
have divided up the land with artificial 
boundaries that have little to do with 
the different plants, land formations, 
soils and languages of different 
regions. To the question "where do 
we decentralize to?," one response 
might be "to bioregions". Gary Snyder, 
a well known poet and bioregionalist, 
has explained it in this way: 
"Bioregionalism stands for the 
decentralization of, the critique of, the 
state. North American bioregionalism 
is an extension of anarchist thought, 
combined with much appreciation of 
American Indian cultures, the 
recognition of the virtues of 
decentralization, and the insights of 
field ecology’." 

Bioregions are geographic 
areas having common characteristics 
of soil, watersheds, climate, and native 
plants and animals. Peter Berg, a 
founder of Planet Drum, an 
educational organization in San 
Francisco which advocates for 
bioregionalism, uses the term not only 
to include the behavior of plants and 
animals in a place, but also human 
activity. He views the bioregion as a 
basis for cultural, political, and social 
changes. Berg defines the bioregion 
as the "geographical terrain and the 
terrain of human consciousness," 
recognizing that different attitudes 
and cultures lead to different 
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diversity. When the water system is cut 
or altered, all else is 
effected.Ultimately even profits 
dwindle as a place becomes 
increasingly less liveable for all of the 
people, plants and animals that dwell 
within it. 

We need to start developing 
bioregionally-founded values that we 
can ultimately put into practice in 
"bioregional councils" or "watershed 
councils". Peter Berg offers us a 
beginning list: interdependence 
(further linking supply, reuse, 
recycling, and restoration of 
resources), diversity (ie. ecological, 
cultural, social, and political), self¬ 
regulation (eg. grassroots 
assemblies), and long-term 
sustainability (thinking 7th 
generation). We can begin by 
cultivating bioregional consciousness 
and bioregional identity. We can study 
where we are in detail; we can learn 
about our neighbors and their natural 
and cultural histories; we can aquaint 
ourselves with the larger community 
that includes all of the animal and plant 
species of the ecosystem. With new 
awareness of place and an increased 
connection to it, we can begin to 
envision a culture that does not 
depend on destroying any part of the 
community. We might see a return of 
civic life and more participatory 
democracy. As Gary Snyder put it, "we 
might even win some respect from our 
Native American predecessors, who 
are still here and still trying to teach us 
where we are." 


Rethinking Science 

and Technology 

DEMOCRATIZATION W # 

OF KNOWLEDGE 


by Stuart Cowan 

William Blake's dark satanic mills 
have been replaced with a fluid field of 
tensions and resistances whose nodal 
points include cyborgs, virtual reality, 
artificial intelligence, biotechnology, 
advanced surveillance, fusion, global 
climate change, etc. The old luddite 
response to technology, blanket 
rejection, is no longer viable. Instead, 
we must engage in strategic rewirings 
of the knowledge machine-contest 
and intervene at all levels of 
knowledge production and 
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It is necessary to dismantle the 
monopoly of cognitive authority 
currently held by engineering and 
technical elites. How? By establishing 
counter-networks building o n 
everyday knowledge but incorporating 
scientific knowledge where 
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made accessible to everyone. We can 
no longer rely on "expert" opinions on 
the global economy or the reliability of 
nuclear reactors. 

APPLICATION OF 
KNOWLEDGE 

This is the level of technological 
choice. Do we develop wind power or 


Artifacts have politics. v No technology 
is neutral; each carries its own risks 
and benefits, its own implications for 
social structure. It is possible to resist 
specific technologies on many 
different grounds (health concerns, 
inequitable benefits, unnecessary 
specialization or commodification). 

CONTROL OF KNOWLEDGE 
Science is not autonomous. Its 
development is deeply linked to the 
institutions which support it. The 
funding process is highly political; 
what counts for "appropriate" science 
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founder of Planet Drum, an 
educational organization in San 
Francisco which advocates for 
bioregionalism, uses the term not only 
to include the behavior of plants and 
animals in a place, but also human 
activity. He views the bioregion as a 
basis for cultural, political, and social 
changes. Berg defines the bioregion 
as the "geographical terrain and the 
terrain of human consciousness," 
recognizing that different attitudes 
and cultures lead to different 
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that includes all of the animal and plant 
species of the ecosystem. With new 
awareness of place and an increased 
connection to it, we can begin to 
envision a culture that does not 
depend on destroying any part of the 
community. We might see a return of 
civic life and more participatory 
democracy. As Gary Snyder put it, "we 
might even win some respect from our 
Native American predecessors, who 
are still here and still trying to teach us 
where we are." 



PRODUCTION OF 
KNOWLEDGE 

It is often possible to "read" the 
defects of a given experiment, 
methodology, or scientific vocabulary. 
AIDS activists have reshaped clinical 
testing protocols in the interset of 
accuracy; feminsts have questioned 
the scientific construction of PMS. 1 
These interventions have changed 
research agendas and priorities, 
despite their source OUTSIDE the 
academy. 


by Stuart Cowan 

William Blake's dark satanic mills 
have been replaced with a fluid field of 
tensions and resistances whose nodal 
points include cyborgs, virtual reality, 
artificial intelligence, biotechnology, 
advanced surveillance, fusion, global 
climate change, etc. The old luddite 
response to technology, blanket 
rejection, is no longer viable. Instead, 
we must engage in strategic rewirings 
of the knowledge machine-contest 
and intervene at all levels of 
knowledge production and 
propagation. A radical Earth Day 
requires a radical conception of the 
knowledge=power equation, one 
which can mobilize our energies to 
educate each other and engage in 
guerrilla R&D. Here's a quick list of five 
useful levels on which to intervene (of 
course they're all connected): 


Rethinking Science 
and Technology 

DEMOCRATIZATION 


OF KNOWLEDGE 

It is necessary to dismantle the 
monopoly of cognitive authority 
currently held by engineering and 
technical elites. How? By establishing 
counter-networks building o n 
everyday knowledge but incorporating 
scientific knowledge where 
appropriate (e.g. immunology for AIDS 
activists, ecology and atmospheric 
chemistry for environmentalists). 
When scientific issues 
occur in a political 
context, they 
need to be 


made accessible to everyone. We can 
no longer rely on "expert" opinions on 
the global economy or the reliability of 
nuclear reactors. 

APPLICATION OF 
KNOWLEDGE 

This is the level of technological 
choice. Do we develop wind power or 
petroleum? Do we engineer plants 
ever more reistant to herbicide use or 
do we promote organic agriculture? 


Artifacts have politics. v No technology 
is neutral; each carries its own risks 
and benefits, its own implications for 
social structure. It is possible to resist 
specific technologies on many 
different grounds (health concerns, 
inequitable benefits, unnecessary 
specialization or commodification). 

CONTROL OF KNOWLEDGE 

Science is not autonomous. Its 
development is deeply linked to the 
institutions which support it. The 
funding process is highly political; 
what counts for "appropriate" science 
needs to be constantly questioned. 
It's not sufficient to be for or against 
"science" when science is a constantly 
shifting field of possibilities. It's a 
question of how to navigate within this 
field in an empowering way. 

CULTURAL USES OF 
KNOWLEDGE 

Scientific knowledge inevitably 
finds uses on the "street". A parody of 
Darwinian evolution was used to justify 
British imperialism in the late 
nineteenth century; sociobiologists 
initiated a revival of genetic 
determinism in the 1970s. These 
cultural refashionings of mainstream 
(or otherwise) science are critical sites 
of contestation. The boundaries 
between technology and culture are 
particularly permeable at this stage. It 
is time for new political struggles 
around the technologies so intrinsic to 
our material culture. 
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ECOFEMINISM cont. 


restored. Emma Goldman inspires us 
to "strip labor of its deadening, dulling 
aspect of its gloom and compulsion. 
(We) aim to make work an instrument 
of joy, of strength, of color, of real 
harmony so that the poorest sort of 
woman should find in work both 
recreation and hope." 

We call for an erotic body 
politic, a politic which demands 
pleasure, satisfaction, and 
engagement, in all our activities of 
work, art and community; in all that we 
do with our bodies. This means 
freedom from toxic, stressful and 
meaningless work that leaches our 
bodies of vitality and passion. We 
demand the right to enjoy and control 
our bodies. We see violence in all its 
forms: inhumane and inaccessible 
healthcare and reproductive 
unfreedom are but a few of the 
oppressive tools of patriarchy. We 
seek to free ourselves from the 
repressive mentality that confines 
women to the role of procreator and 
denies full eroticism in our lives. 

While we recognize the 
hardships of motherhood and value 
this work, we reject that women's place 
in society is defined solely by our 
ability to reproduce. The environmetal 
and deep ecology movements' 
obsession with the "population 
problem" reflects a misogynist 
reduction of primarily so called "third 
world" women to brainless breeders. 
We recognize that women are fully 
able to restore the balance of 
population by controlling reproduction 
once their culture is freed from the 
constraints of capitalism, patriarchy 
and the state. We must dissolve the 
institution of compulsory motherhood 
so that women can be free to truly 
choose when, if and how to parent. 

We condemn the state's 
considerable control over women's 


from page III 

power structure which dictates the 
misogynist priorities of such research 
is dissolved. 

We seek to redefine the 
concept of violence against women to 
incorporate violence in its most blatant 
and subtle forms: incest, rape - 
including wife and daughter rape, 
emotional and physical abuse on the 
job, sexual harassment, media 

objectification, job descrimination, 
battering, myriad woman and lesbian 
hate crimes and pornography to name 
but a few. 

The healthcare industry 
constitutes another form o f 
institutionalized violence. For 
thousands of years women were the 
healers of society. The knowledge of 
midwives, herbalists, counselors and 
homeopaths was coopted, distorted 
and slowly professionalized by men 
who made this knowledge 
inaccessible. 

We call for women to take 
healthcare into our own hands. This 
does not, however, relieve 
governments of their responsibiltiy to 
provide quality services to women 
before this goal of self determined 
healthcare can be reached. 

This goal of a popular 
women's health movement is one 
piece of our ecofeminist vision. We 
seek to create an entire women's 
culture that is in active opposition to 
patriarchy, capitalism and the state, in 
concert with the formation of a larger 
popular revolutionary movement. We 
recognize the distinctive power and 
necessity of all-women's groups. We 
encourage feminist consciousness- 
raising and study groups in the 
tradition of the radical feminists of the 
seventies. In addition, we advocate all¬ 
women's direct action groups that 
work toward ending domination in all 
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healthcare and reproductive 
unfreedom are but a few of the 
oppressive tools of patriarchy. We 
seek to free ourselves from the 
repressive mentality that confines 
women to the role of procreator and 
denies full eroticism in our lives. 

While we recognize the 
hardships of motherhood and value 
this work, we reject that women's place 
in society is defined solely by our 
ability to reproduce. The environmetal 
and deep ecology movements' 
obsession with the "population 
problem" reflects a misogynist 
reduction of primarily so called "third 
world" women to brainless breeders. 
We recognize that women are fully 
able to restore the balance of 
population by controlling reproduction 
once their culture is freed from the 
constraints of capitalism, patriarchy 
and the state. We must dissolve the 
institution of compulsory motherhood 
so that women can be free to truly 
choose when, if and how to parent. 

We condemn the state's 
considerable control over women's 
bodies which manifests itself in several 
ways including restriction of abortion 
and availability of birth control 
methods, the institution of marriage, 
repression of lesbian expression and 
forced sterilization. We call for a 
moratorium on all "development" of 
reproductive technologies until the 


healers of society. The knowledge of 
midwives, herbalists, counselors and 
homeopaths was coopted, distorted 
and slowly professionalized by men 
who made this knowledge 
inaccessible. 

We call for women to take 
healthcare into our own hands. This 
does not, however, relieve 
governments of their responsibiltiy to 
provide quality services to women 
before this goal of self determined 
healthcare can be reached. 

This goal of a popular 
women's health movement is one 
piece of our ecofeminist vision. We 
seek to create an entire women's 
culture that is in active opposition to 
patriarchy, capitalism and the state, in 
concert with the formation of a larger 
popular revolutionary movement. We 
recognize the distinctive power and 
necessity of all-women's groups. We 
encourage feminist consciousness- 
raising and study groups in the 
tradition of the radical feminists of the 
seventies. In addition, we advocate all¬ 
women's direct action groups that 
work toward ending domination jn all 
forms. We take our anger and desire 
for life to the streets through art, 
music, theater in an outrageous 
display of courage and imagination. 
Through our praxis as ecofeminists we 
are cultivating our erotic potential by 
using our bodies, passion and intellect 
to create a free society. 
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from page V 

striving for here is a qualitatively, not 
only a quantitatively different way of 
organizing our societies. Ultimately, 
the question may be, how do we value 
a sense of community? 

We are not simply trying to 
reduce the need for physical 
transportation because it is cheaper, 
but because it undermines a sense of 
community. Overseas visitors see this 
most clearly. As one couple who had 
lived in a small house in Vienna and a 
large one in L.A. said, "We are hesitant 
to leave our sheltered home in order 
to visit friends or to participate in 
cultural or entertainment events 
because every such outing involves a 
major investment of time and nervous 
strain in driving long distances. In 
Vienna everything, opera, theatre, 
shops, cafes, is within easy walking 
distance." 

As Jane Jacobs, author of The 
Life and Death of Great American 
Cities, has observed, "Lowly, 
unpurposeful and random as they 
appear, sidewalk contacts are the small 
change from which a city's wealth of 
public life may grow." 

The car destroys a sense of 



As the 

inorganic replaces 
the organic in nature, 
so the inorganic replaces the^ 
organic in society and person¬ 
ality. The simplification of the 
natural world has its uncanny 
parallel in the simplification of 
society and subjectivity. The 
homogenization of ecosystems 
goes hand in hand with the 
homogenization of the social 
environment and the 
so-called individuals 
who people it. 











bodies which manifests itself in several 
ways including restriction of abortion 
and availability of birth control 
methods, the institution of marriage, 
repression of lesbian expression and 
forced sterilization. We call for a 
moratorium on all "development” of 
reproductive technologies until the 


forms. We take our anger and desire 
for life to the streets through art, 
music, theater in an outrageous 
display of courage and imagination. 
Through our praxis as ecofeminists we 
are cultivating our erotic potential by 
using our bodies, passion and intellect 
to create a free society. 



Radical 

Earth 

Week 

Action 


6 AM 
Monday 
April 27 

Pacific Stock Exchange 

301 Pine St. at Bush St., SF 

Direct Action, Creative Resistance, Street Theatre, etc will be used 
to shut down the stock exchange & surrounding financial district - 
protest & stop the corporate rape of the planet, exploitation of 
workers, & the poisoning of communities. Bring drums, whistles, etc. 
Use your imagination & creativity - wild & crazy costumes or props 
encouraged. No buying or selling of the earth for one day ! 

Earth Action Network - (510) 843-4306, 843-8788 


organizing our societies. Ultimately, 
the question may be, how do we value 
a sense of community? 

We are not simply trying to 
reduce the need for physical 
transportation because it is cheaper, 
but because it undermines a sense of 
community. Overseas visitors see this 
most clearly. As one couple who had 
lived in a small house in Vienna and a 
large one in L.A. said, "We are hesitant 
to leave our sheltered home in order 
to visit friends or to participate in 
cultural or entertainment events 
because every such outing involves a 
major investment of time and nervous 
strain in driving long distances. In 
Vienna everything, opera, theatre, 
shops, cafes, is within easy walking 
distance." 

As Jane Jacobs, author of The 
Life and Death of Great American 
Cities, has observed, "Lowly, 
unpurposeful and random as they 
appear, sidewalk contacts are the small 
change from which a city's wealth of 
public life may grow." 

The car destroys a sense of 
community not only by the space it 
requires, but because the private 
nature of the car itself reduces social 
interaction. We want a transportation 
system that enables and nurtures a 
sense of place and community. We 
can argue for this on a strict economic 
basis. The Germans have discovered 
that for every Deutschmark spent in 
width of sidewalks and bike paths, two 
are saved in reduced traffic accidents. 
We can argue that cohesive 
neighborhoods have lower crime rates 
because people watch the streets. 

But why do we need to argue 
for community on such a mercantile 
basis? "Perfection of means and 
confusion of ends seems to 
characterize our age," Albet Einstein 
once wisely remarked. A 
transportation system is a means to an 
end. Sage, secure, cohesive 
communities is an end. 

Institute for Local Self- 
Reliance, 2425 18th St. NW, 
Washington, Dc 20009. 
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homogenization of the social 
environment and the 
so-called individuals 
who people it. 
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Liberatory Education 


9 

and the Critical Ideal 


Education, properly 
understood, is the process of 
unlocking the thought processes 
within the individual and enabling 
her/him to creatively analyze and 
understand the broadest implications 
of any information. Facts and figures 
are less important than the ability to 
think critically and to adapt to new 
information and circumstances. The 
ultimate goal of liberatory education, 
therefore, is to teach the student to 
educate her/himself outside the 
university. 

Critical thought is the ability to 
skeptically analyze the status quo, to 
cut through the bullshit and rhetoric 
and determine what is really going on. 



Much of our education consists of us 
being force-fed facts and dogma 
without any opportunity to question 
the broad assumptions of what we are 
being taught. Likewise, we are taught 
subjects like psychology, economics, 
and engineering as though they were 
completely separate fields, with no 
suggestion that they might be 
fundamentally linked. A critical 


day-to-day operations of the 
corporation. At the bottom of the 
hierarchy are the workers who are 
virtually powerless. UCB’s equivalent 
of the board of directors is the board of 
regents. These individuals have 
absolute power over the policy and 
programs of the university. They 
appoint administrations to oversee 
day-to-day management, yet ultimate 
control remains within the regents’ 
hands. The university’s equivalent of 
the factory workers are the students 
and faculty. 

Within the power structure, 
students have the least power despite 
the fact that they are the largest group. 
Students in particular have no control 
whatsoever over the university 
production process. It is essential to 
the corporate model that students 
have no power within the university, 
for if they did, they would certainly 
demand changes in its priorities and 
policies. 

The hierarchal structure of the 
university enables those at the top to 
mold the university according to their 
values and priorities. Since UCB’s 
power structure is dominated by 
wealthy corporate leaders, the 
university has moved in the direction 
of a “corporate” or “trade school” 
education. The alternative to this 
“corporate” ideal of education is what 
we refer to as a “critical” or “liberatory” 
education. Both concepts are 
discussed below. 

Earlier we mentioned the 
production process. According to the 
corporate model of education, the 
University of California produces 
trained workers, custom designed to 
meet the needs of the economy. 
Upon graduation we receive a receipt 
certifying that we have done our time, 
in training and are prepared to fill our 
role in the corporate world. 

If we look at the changes 
within the university over several 


what we are told. What it doesn’t horrifying implications of the nuclear 

develop is our ability to communicate weapons they produce. In general, 

with our fellows and collectivey decide the corporate university educates us 

what and how we students want to in narrow technical fields while 

learn. This , of course, is not a valuable denying us the opportunity to critically 

career skill and thus is not taught. analyze the broader effects of those 

There are very good reasons fields, 
why we are taught in this way. These 
attitudes of obedience and 
narrowness of perspective are highly 
valued in the corporate world. IBM, 

GE, and Digital need technicians who 
can creatively solve narrow technical 
problems, yet won’t question the 
corporate hierarchy they serve; Merrill 
Lynch and Chase Manhattan need 
executives who can profitably 
manipulate huge amounts of 
speculative capital, yet will not 
consider the effects their actions have ! 
on the domestic and international i 
working class; Rockwell International 
and Westinghouse need innovative 
engineers who can ignore the 
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Insurgent Black Intellectual Life 
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be a White person and listen to rap, 
but that that coolness is not often 
connected to thinking that one must 
be fundamentally involved in anti-racist 
struggle. So that it becomes another 
way that we are reduced to objects. If 
White people are in search of 
coolness then they can get it with us... 

One can have Blackness and 
associate yourself with Blackness to 
be cool, but what about associating 
yourself with Blackness to engage in 
anti-racist struggle?... White people 
who shift locations begin to see the 
world differently, understanding how 
racism works, they can see the way 
Whiteness acts to terrorize, without 
seeing themselves as bad, or all White 
people as bad, and Black people as 
good. Repudiating us and them 


struggling against the British all my life. 
No, no, we are going to take you to a 
neighborhood where you’ll know what 
I’m talking about. There was a process 
of becoming American..Now given the 
fact that we live in such a racially 
polarized society and its escalating 
every day and it contributes to the 
tribal frenzy and xenophobic strife of 
our moment, there is also a class 
polarization and gender polarization, 
but racial polarization is the most 
salient, because the discourse of 
Blackness and Whiteness was 
institutionalized in the States to such a 
degree to become a constitutive 
feature of American civilization. In fact 
we go to war over it, Civil War, you 
! see... 

...I understand the function of 





















Much of our education consists of us 
being force-fed facts and dogma 
without any opportunity to question 
the broad assumptions of what we are 
being taught. Likewise, we are taught 
subjects like psychology, economics, 
and engineering as though they were 
completely separate fields, with no 
suggestion that they might be 
fundamentally linked. A critical 
education is inherently subversive in a 
society riddled with hypocripsy. 
Therefore it is obviously not on the 
agenda at UCB. 

This sort of education is 
threatening to the faculty and the 
administration. It is threatening to the 
status quo. A liberated university is 
one dedicated to developing the 
creativity of its students. It promotes 
research in the interests of the entire 
society and doesn’t merely serve 
narrow corporate interests; innovative 
engineers who can ignore the 
horrifying implications of the nuclear 
weapons they produce. In general, 
the corporate university educates us 
in narrow technical fields while 
denying us the opportunity to critically 
analyze the braoder effects of those 
fields. 

The Liberated Education 
vs. The Corporate ideal 

Can the University be looked 
upon as a corporation? We think so, 
and we think that seeing 
it in this way 
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policies. 

The hierarchal structure of the 
university enables those at the top to 
mold the university according to their 
values and priorities. Since UCB’s 
power structure is dominated by 
wealthy corporate leaders, the 
university has moved in the direction 
of a “corporate” or “trade school” 
education. The alternative to this 
“corporate” ideal of education is what 
we refer to as a “critical” or “liberatory” 
education. Both concepts are 
discussed below. 

Earlier we mentioned the 
production process. According to the 
corporate model of education, the 
University of California produces 
trained workers, custom designed to 
meet the needs of the economy. 
Upon graduation we receive a receipt 
certifying that we have done our time, 
in training and are prepared to fill our 
role in the corporate world. 

If we look at the changes 
within the university over several 
decades we see how strongly the 
corporate model has taken hold. The 
programs which are funded and 
encouraged within the universty are 
not those which lead us to question 
and challenge the status quo. Nor are 
they programs which benefit the 
community as a whole. The university 
has developed as a trade school at 
which technicians and bureaucrats 
receive the training which will meet the 
needs of the corporate community. 
This sort of education produces the 
passive, unquestioning employees 
which industry needs. This is not 
surprising since the impetus, and 
frequently the funding, for these 
programs has come from the business 
community. 

The roles we play in the 
classroom also prepare us for later 
careers. We are taught to obey the 
often petty requirements of the 
professor, and we are made to endur 
the boredom and anguish of the 
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be a White person and listen to rap, 
but that that coolness is not often 
connected to thinking that one must 
be fundamentally involved in anti-racist 
struggle. So that it becomes another 
way that we are reduced to objects. If 
White people are in search of 
coolness then they can get it with us... 

One can have Blackness and 
associate yourself with Blackness to 
be cool, but what about associating 
yourself with Blackness to engage in 
anti-racist struggle?... White people 
who shift locations begin to see the 
world differently, understanding how 
racism works, they can see the way 
Whiteness acts to terrorize, without 
seeing themselves as bad, or all White 
people as bad, and Black people as 
good. Repudiating us and them 
dichotomies does not mean that we 
should never speak the ways, 
observing the world from a standpoint 
of Whiteness, may indeed distort 
perception,impede understanding of 
the way Racism works both in the 
larger world as well as in the world of 
our intimate interactions. 

...Essentially a White person 
who begins to divest from Whiteness 
as a sign of power and begins to 
identify with people who are exploited 
and marginalized on the basis of color 
and to resist racism, chooses not to 
embrace the hegemonic position, the 
position of power they can have. 
Generally this process of repositioning 
has the power to deconstruct 
practices of racism and make possible 
the disassociation of Whiteness with 
terror in the Black imagination. As 
critical intervention it allows for the 
recognition that progressive White 
people, like many of you in this room 
who are anti-racist might still be able to 
understand ways in which they may 
hold on to cultural practices which 
reinscribe White Supremacy without 
promoting paralyzing guilt or denial, 
without the capacity to inspire terror, 


struggling against the British all my life. 
No, no, we are going to take you to a 
neighborhood where you’ll know what 
I’m talking about. There was a process 
of becoming American..Now given the 
fact that we live in such a racially 
polarized society and its escalating 
every day and it contributes to the 
tribal frenzy and xenophobic strife of 
our moment, there is also a class 
polarization and gender polarization, 
but racial polarization is the most 
salient, because the discourse of 
Blackness and Whiteness was 
institutionalized in the States to such a 
degree to become a constitutive 
feature of American civilization. In fact 
we go to war over it, Civil War, you 
! see... 

...I understand the function of 
a prophetic intellectual to be-not to 
call attention to oneself, but to call 
attention to the issues you're trying to 
address, issues that have been 
hidden and concealed by truncated 
discourses and narrow visions. So 
that the social misery you're trying to 
overcome never is lost out of site. So 
the issue of patriarchy is not an issue 
of moral luxury. It is that you cannot 
have a freedom movement that 
degrades the humanity and limits the 
potential of 52% of the people in the 
community that are being victimized. It 
makes no sense on practical grounds 
as well as its unconvincing on moral 
grounds. This is something that 
Fredrick Douglas and Ida Wells, Anita 
Julia Cooper and others struggled with 
over a hundred years ago. And of 
course, this is also true of the larger 
progressive community. We want to 
leave you with a note of hope, that we 
do believe deep down in our hearts '■ 
there will be a new day in Black 
America. There will be a new day in 
America, and we want to look the self¬ 
destructive nihilism in poor 
communities in the face and push it 
back. We are going to look the self- 
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education is inherently subversive in a 
society riddled with hypocripsy. 
Therefore it is obviously not on the 
agenda at UCB. 

This sort of education is 
threatening to the faculty and the 
administration. It is threatening to the 
status quo. A liberated university is 
one dedicated to developing the 
creativity of its students. It promotes 
research in the interests of the entire 
society and doesn’t merely serve 
narrow corporate interests; innovative 
engineers who can ignore the 
horrifying implications of the nuclear 
weapons they produce. In general, 
the corporate university educates us 
in narrow technical fields while 
denying us the opportunity to critically 
analyze the braoder effects of those 
fields. 

The Liberated Education 

vs. The Corporate Ideal 

Can the University be looked 
upon as a corporation? We think so, 
and we think that seeing 
it in this way 
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decades we see how strongly the 
corporate model has taken hold. The 
programs which are funded and 
encouraged within the universty are 
not those which lead us to question 
and challenge the status quo. Nor are 
they programs which benefit the 
community as a whole. The university 
has developed as a trade school at 
which technicians and bureaucrats 
receive the training which will meet the 
needs of the corporate community. 
This sort of education produces the 
passive, unquestioning employees 
which industry needs. This is not 
surprising since the impetus, and 
frequently the funding, for these 
programs has come from the business 
community. 

The roles we play in the 
classroom also prepare us for later 
careers. We are taught to obey the 
often petty requirements of the 
professor, and we are made to endur 
the boredom and anguish of the 



hepls us to understand who controls 
the university and what we can expect 
in a university education. Power in a 
corporation flows down in a pyramid¬ 
shaped hierarchy. The board of 
directors has absolute control over 
corporate policy. The directors 
appoint managers who oversee the 


academic production process. We do 
not do this out of a love of learning but 
rather in order to receive a certificate 
which allows us to precede to the next 
level of the game. We sit in straight 
rows and are lectured at. The 
authoritarian environment of the 
classroom develops our ability to do 


dichotomies does not mean that we 
should never speak the ways, 
observing the world from a standpoint 
of Whiteness, may indeed distort 
perception,impede understanding of 
the way Racism works both in the 
larger world as well as in the world of 
our intimate interactions. 

...Essentially a White person 
who begins to divest from Whiteness 
as a sign of power and begins to 
identify with people who are exploited 
and marginalized on the basis of color 
and to resist racism, chooses not to 
embrace the hegemonic position, the 
position of power they can have. 
Generally this process of repositioning 
has the power to deconstruct 
practices of racism and make possible 
the disassociation of Whiteness with 
terror in the Black imagination. As 
critical intervention it allows for the 
recognition that progressive White 
people, like many ot you in this room 
who are anti-racist might still be able to 
understand ways in which they may 
hold on to cultural practices which 
reinscribe White Supremacy without 
promoting paralyzing guilt or denial, 
without the capacity to inspire terror, 
Whiteness no longer signifies the right 
to dominate. It truly becomes in 
benevolent absence. Baldwin ends 
his essay, Stranger in the Village, with 
the declaration, "The world is White no 
longer and never will be White 
again."... 

Cornell: ...When the European 
immigrants came to the United States, 
they did not know they were White. A 
Sicilian peasant had to be taught he or 
she was White, which is to say they 
had to become Americans. And they 
became Americans by looking at me 
and looking at bell and saying oh, I am 
beginning to see the point. This was 
true for Irish peasants abused by 
British Imperialism, who came to the 
states, and someone told them you're 
White, no I’m Irish, I’m proud of it, been 


a prophetic intellectual to be-not to 
call attention to oneself, but to call 
attention to the issues you’re trying to 
address, issues that have been 
hidden and concealed by truncated 
discourses and narrow visions. So 
that the social misery you're trying to 
overcome never is lost out of site. So 
the issue of patriarchy is not an issue 
of moral luxury. It is that you cannot 
have a freedom movement that 
degrades the humanity and limits the 
potential of 52% of the people in the 
community that are being victimized. It 
makes no sense on practical grounds 
as well as its unconvincing on moral 
grounds. This is something that 
Fredrick Douglas and Ida Wells, Anita 
Julia Cooper and others struggled with 
over a hundred years ago. And of 
course, this is also true of the larger 
progressive community. We want to 
leave you with a note of hope, that we 
do believe deep down in our hearts r 
there will be a new day in Black 
America. There will be a new day in 
America, and we want to look the self¬ 
destructive nihilism in poor 
communities in the face and push it 
back. We are going to look the self- 
denying pessimism in working class 
communities and push it back. We are 
going to reject self-indulgent 
hedonism, self-serving cynicism, and 
push it back. You might be by your 
self sometimes, but there is going to 
be a large enough network, a large 
enough community to keep it alive. 
Because the next social motion and 
movement that is coming in the 1990’s 
is coming soon and you better be 
getting ready to get on board because 
we are going to have a good time 
when it comes. Many of us may be 
crushed, but we are going to have a 
good time to push and make our blow 
for justice and make our blow for 
freedom. And that is the most you can 
ask from any of us linguistically 
conscious animals who are a part of 
the human species. 










LETTERS 


GULAG 

GREETINGS 

Slingshot, 

‘Elio, how’s everything with the 
Slingshot collective? I’ve been 
meaning to get in touch with you for 
the longest but things have been 
rather crazy around here lately. If you 
noticed my return address, you’ll see 
I’ve been traveling - not a simple thing 
when it comes to the government. 
You might say I’ve been dragged 
across the vast chain of Gulag 
Archipelago courtesy of the federal 
marshals! The feds own a fleet of 



gotten through. I had a lot of anarchist 
publications rejected during that time 
and I’m really glad I’m out of that gulag. 
Englewood here has a strange history. 
The government likes to build their 
gulags out in the middle of nowhere. 
F.C.I. Oxford, the last joint I was at, was 
30 miles deep in the great North \ 
Woods of Wisconsin. Their belief “out j 
of sight, out of mind” is one reason 
they get away with these labor camps 
in the U.S.A., where inmates work on 
military contracts (at Oxford we were 
assembling electronic cables for the 
Army’s Ml - Abrams Tank)., 
Englewood F.C.I. was once built in the 
boonies too, only in 1936! Since then 
the urban sprawl of Denver has 
completely surrounded this place and 
now, in 1991, we’re smack dab in the 
middle of an upscale yuppie suburb 
named Littleton. Very strange! To 
rectify this embarrassing situation (for 
the govt’) we’re going to be shipped in 
a couple of years to the new prison 
being built in Florence, Colorado. This 
new prison is like nothing you’ve ever i 
seen before - called by critics “Robo | 
Prison,” the government has been 
bragging that this place will be the new 
Marion - a “proto-type prison of the 
future” because of the high-tech 
electronic security features of this 
place - can’t wait to go! This Orwellian | 
nightmare is only one of 30 planned 
over the next decade. These are sad 
days indeed for any freedom-loving 
people in this country. 

I would really love to hear what’s 
happening with ya’II. I hope Slingshot 
is still being put out ‘cause the Bay 
Area really needs a voice of their own. 

I wish you much success in everything 
you do. I was really proud of the 
actions that disrupted the “Welcome 
Home Parades” held in SF and 
Oakland. Take care of yourselves. 
Smash Authority! @ 

Dan I 



Abolish All 
Prisons 


The federal, state and local 
governments in the US are in the 
business of locking up huge numbers 
of people. There are about one million 
people in jail, prison and correctional 
facilities in this country. Some are 
political prisoners. Others are victims 
of political and economic relations of 
power. Prisons are racist institutions 
that maintain class domination. They 
destroy individuals and communities 
and take away possibilities for positive 
empowerment. 

The prison population is 
growing 15 times faster than the 
general population. Authorities all 
over the country are building more 
prisons and planning to lock up more 
and more people. Despite this, violent 
crime, especially murders of young 
black and hispanic men in large cities, 
is increasing daily, with an 
accompanying increase in police 
harassment and violence. 
Additionally, large numbers of 
prisoners (49% in Massachusetts) end 
up back in jail after they serve their 
time because they return to their prior 
activities. Locking people up does not 
prevent or deter crime, and does not 
keep those locked up from repeating 
their offenses. 

Punishment, not 
rehabilitation, is clearly the mission of 
prisons. In prison, besides being 
deprived of their freedom to move 
around as they please, people are 
abused and harassed by both guards 
and other prisoners. They are treated 
as children are in outside society, and 
then expected to behave as 
responsible adults at the end of their 
sentences. Prisoners are forced to 


for those offenses involving harm to a 
person, but not violence, like robbery, 

some sort of restitution makes more 
sense than imprisonment. 

Even for those who have 
committed violence against other 
people, prison is clearly not the 
solution. It does not deter murder, 
rape, battery, etc, and may in fact 
promote their repetition. 

Prisons function to control 
people of color and attack leaders of 














































uuuueu my return aaaress, you ii see 
I’ve been traveling - not a simple thing 
when it comes to the government. 
You might say I’ve been dragged 
across the vast chain of Gulag 
Archipelago courtesy of the federal 
marshals! The feds own a fleet of 



727s and DC-IOs they use to 
transport prisoners from state to state, 
institution to institution. They call it Air 
Transport but we call it “Con Air" , as in 
“fly the unfriendly skies of Con Air.” 
What a hellish trip! Chained and 
shackled for 8-14 hours a day with 800 
scared shitless inmates, we land in 
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boonies too, only in 1936! Since then 
the urban sprawl of Denver has 
completely surrounded this place and 
now, in 1991, we’re smack dab in the 
middle of an upscale yuppie suburb 
named Littleton. Very strange! To 
rectify this embarrassing situation (for 
the govt’) we’re going to be shipped in 
a couple of years to the new prison 
being built in Florence, Colorado. This 
new prison is like nothing you’ve ever i 
seen before - called by critics “Robo 
Prison,” the government has been 
bragging that this place will be the new 
Marion - a “proto-type prison of the 
future” because of the high-tech 
electronic security features of this 
place - can’t wait to go! This Orwellian ! 
nightmare is only one of 30 planned 
over the next decade. These are sad 
days indeed for any freedom-loving 
people in this country. 

I would really love to hear what’s 
happening with ya’II. I hope Slingshot 
is still being put out ‘cause the Bay 
Area really needs a voice of their own. I 
I wish you much success in everything * 1 
you do. I was really proud of the 
actions that disrupted the “Welcome 
Home Parades” held in SF and 
Oakland. Take care of yourselves. 
Smash Authority! @ 

Dan 

James Daniel Armstrong #04617051 
F.C.I. Englewood 
9595 W. Quincy Ave. 

Littleton, Colo 80123 


Dear Friends: 

I send you greetings from the 
federal prison at Tucson, Arizona. A 
new fucking year has come and while 
totalitarian governments crumble 
around the world, the U.S.A. smiles 
haughtily with its gritted teeth. Look at 
the illustrative halo of the steelcoiled, 
razor wire that is rapidly demarcating 
the poor, the workers, the homeless, 
the barrios, the ghettos, and all the 
contrasting idealisms. 

Astonishing advances in 
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power. Prisons are racist institutions 
that maintain class domination. They 
destroy individuals and communities 
and take away possibilities for positive 
empowerment. 

The prison population is 
growing 15 times faster than the 
general population. Authorities all 
over the country are building more 
prisons and planning to lock up more 
and more people. Despite this, violent 
crime, especially murders of young 
black and hispanic men in large cities, 
is increasing daily, with an 
accompanying increase in police 
harassment and violence. 
Additionally, large numbers of 
prisoners (49% in Massachusetts) end 
up back in jail after they serve their 
time because they return to their prior 
activities. Locking people up does not 
prevent or deter crime, and does not 
keep those locked up from repeating 
their offenses. 

Punishment, not 
rehabilitation, is clearly the mission of 
prisons. In prison, besides being 
deprived of their freedom to move 
around as they please, people are 
abused and harassed by both guards 
and other prisoners. They are treated 
as children are in outside society, and 
then expected to behave as 
responsible adults at the end of their 
sentences. Prisoners are forced to 
work for no or minimal pay and are 
often coerced into working in 
especially dangerous, and sometimes 
fatal, work like fighting fires and 
cleaning up oil spills. Beating, raping, 
intimidating, enslaving and infantilizing 
people produces not caring, non¬ 
violent people, but angry, hostile, 
often violence-prone ones. 

Besides being ineffective in 
preventing crime, abusing people who 
commit crimes is unjust. When 
escaped prisoners are found years 
later living crime-free lives under new 
names, demonstrating that they have 
reformed, they are usually returned to 
prison to finish their sentences, and 
even have years added on as 
punishment for escaping. This is 
nothing but vengefulness on the part 
of cops and courts, not an attempt to 
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for those offenses involving harm to a 
person, but not violence, like robbery, 

some sort of restitution makes more 
sense than imprisonment. 

Even for those who have 
committed violence against other 
people, prison is clearly not the 
solution. It does not deter murder, 
rape, battery, etc, and may in fact 
promote their repetition. 

Prisons function to control 
people of color and attack leaders of 
political movements. In 1984, the rate 
of incarceration for black people was 
713 per 100,000, compared to 114 
per 100,000 for white people, this is 
twice as high as the rate for black 
people in South Africa that same year. 
Prisons are racist institutions that 
control and murder black people. The 
death penalty is used to murder black 
people at a rate six times higher than 
white people. 

Political prisoners and others 
who refuse to submit to authoritarian 
conditioning are subject to physical 
and mental torture at the Marion 
Control Unit in Illinois. Prisoners are 
forced to spend 22 hours a day locked 
up in a single cell. The goon squads 
beat and chain prisoners to concrete 
slabs for hours and sometimes days at 
a time. Contact with the community is 
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727s and DC-IOs they use to 
transport prisoners from state to state, 
institution to institution. They call it Air 
Transport but wg call it “Con Air , as in 
“fly the unfriendly skies of Con Air.” 
What a hellish trip! Chained and 
shackled for 8-14 hours a day with 800 
scared shitless inmates, we land in 
secured airfields, bathed in spotlights 
and surrounded by military personnel 
and marshals toting shotguns and 
assault rifles. What a way to see the 
U.S.S.A! I don’t know if you heard 
about the troubles I had at F.C.I. 
Oxford when I tried to expose our 
prison industry as part of the Military / 
Industrial complex, but the 
government sure decided to pay me 
back. I was left on the Air Transport for 
two months! Traveling all day and 
spending the night in the “Hole” of the 
nearest Institution. Believe me, this is 
a very effective means of punishment. 

I am pretty worn out in all but spirit, 
suffering from terminal “Jet Lag” 
(ha,ha) but it’s going to take many 
more plane rides to break me. I’ve 
been thinking a lot lately of People’s 
Park. I have heard no news on how 
the struggle is progressing. I hope 
things have been working out. Have 
you been able to continue to put out 
Slingshot? The last ‘Shot I got was 
rejected by the mailroom at Oxford 
because of the picture of Bush saying 
he wanted to kill The brown people.” 
This was just harassment on their part, 
especially since you had already sent 
me that issue once before and it had 


James Daniel Armstrong #04617051 
F.C.I. Englewood 
9595 W. Quincy Ave. 

Littleton, Colo 80123 

Dear Friends: 

I send you greetings from the 
federal prison at Tucson, Arizona. A 
new fucking year has come and while 
totalitarian governments crumble 
around the world, the U.S.A. smiles 
haughtily with its gritted teeth. Look at 
the illustrative halo of the steelcoiled, 
razor wire that is rapidly demarcating 
the poor, the workers, the homeless, 
the barrios, the ghettos, and all the 
contrasting idealisms. 

Astonishing advances in 
technology have brought the art of 
mass murder to perfection; moreover, 
police science has progressed to 
where the vibrations of a silent fart 
along with all the other private 
moments that are timed, dated, and 
brought out in the courts. 

Listen to the rich, the 
politicians, and the army of minions in 
the government scream and publish 
flatulently the word FREEDOM ... A 
fetid cloud covers the world as the 
ignorant gag and clap, beg and suffer, 
and die believing'... 

The bloody gauntlets forge 
parochial minds, computerized 
futures, and work the anfractuous 
assembly line that continuously spits 
out all the minds that are deviant to the 
cloned images-the masters and the 
slaves. 

I read about your paper in 
“Testmonios”, from Mexico. Let me 
say that any literature sent to me will be 
used by many more than myself. 


Jaime Enrique Baxter 
#88410-012 F.C.I. 
8901 S. Wilmot Rd. 
Tucson, AZ 85706 


work for no or minimal pay and are 
often coerced into working in 
especially dangerous, and sometimes 
fatal, work like fighting fires and 
cleaning up oil spills. Beating, raping, 
intimidating, enslaving and infantilizing 
people produces not caring, non¬ 
violent people, but angry, hostile, 
often violence-prone ones. 

Besides being ineffective in 
preventing crime, abusing people who 
commit crimes is unjust. When 
escaped prisoners are found years 
later living crime-free lives under new 
names, demonstrating that they have 
reformed, they are usually returned to 
! prison to finish their sentences, and 
| even have years added on as 
punishment for escaping. This is 
nothing but vengefulness on the part 
of cops and courts, not an attempt to 
protect others from criminals. 
Whatever offenses people have 
committed, it is inhuman and vicious to 
turn around and abuse them in turn. 
There are other more just and less 
cruel ways to deal with people who are 
now locked up. 

Most people in prison are 
there for committing offenses not 
involving violence, and many of these 
are there for activities that harm no 
one, or at least no one other than 
themselves, in any way, and should 
not be of any concern to the 
government or any one else. Many 
people are in jail for selling, using, or 
transporting illegal drugs, engaging or 
soliciting sex in exchange for money, 
or having consensual sex with people 
younger than themselves, or in ways 
of which the state disapproves. These 
activities are non-coercive and non¬ 
violent and should not be the 
business of anyone but the 
participants. Violence is sometimes 
associated with some of these 
activities, but that is because the 
government has illegalized them and 
driven them underground. 
Decriminalizing these voluntary 
activities would solve that problem. As 


political movements. In 1984, the rate 
of incarceration for black people was 
713 per 100,000, compared to 114 
per 100,000 for white people, this is 
twice as high as the rate for black 
people in South Africa that same year. 
Prisons are racist institutions that 
control and murder black people. The 
death penalty is used to murder black 
people at a rate six times higher than 
white people. 

Political prisoners and others 
who refuse to submit to authoritarian 
conditioning are subject to physical 
and mental torture at the Marion 
Control Unit in Illinois. Prisoners are 
forced to spend 22 hours a day locked 
up in a single cell. The goon squads 
beat and chain prisoners to concrete 
slabs for hours and sometimes days at 
a time. Contact with the community is 
discouraged and almost nonexistent. 
They are subject to unevenly and 
selectively enforced petty rules, 
regulations and requirements. 
Penalties for the most insignificant 
transgressions are severe; another 
year of confinement at Marion. 
Prolonged isolation and inactivity 
break down the prisoner’s basic 
feelings of what it is to be alive. 

Why are there so many people 
in prison? Looking at the larger 
picture, we can see corporations 
scrambling for markets to fill there 
pocketbooks. With so much 
overproduction in the U.S. already, 
there are few markets to fill. The result 
is massive unemployment and 
international wars to make more 
markets for capital to flow into. Without 
decent jobs and with no money to live, 
people are forced to find other 
methods to get the things they want 
and need. They commit crimes in 
order to survive, or to acquire social 
status as promoted by the advertising 
industry, or to escape the miserable 
conditions of the inner city by taking 
drugs or beating and killing family and 
friends. Authoritarian punishment 
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20,000 Hits of LSD Gets 20 Years 

II111 nm 111 ii War On Drugs POW 


DEA, every body on the 
floor." They weren't talking to me. I 
was already on the floor, being 
handcuffed. They didn't need to yell 
either. This wasn't 'Miami Vice,' they 
didn't need to yell. There were twelve 
of them and three of us. It was, in fact, 
the entire Nashville DEA office. 

It was over very quickly. What I 
remember the most about it was the 
guns against my head. I was right by 
the motel room door and when they 
came in, they threw me to the floor on 
top of the laundry I had just brought 
up. Nine millimeters isn't very big on a 
ruler, but when it's the barrel of a gun 
pointed at your face, it looks huge. My 
girlfriend's face I'll never forget. That 
hurt and frightened look she had. I 
wanted to go to her, comfort her in 
some way, but I was helpless. The 
cops were giving each other high- 
fives, as if busting three unarmed 
hippies with twelve armed cops was 
some heroic feat. One of the cops 
looked down at me and said, "Looks 
like you've been had." 

We had known the people 
that set us up with the DEA for three 
years. We thought they were good 
friends. They had been snitched-off 
themselves back in September of '90. 
We never knew they had gotten in any 
trouble. To shave a few years off their 
sentence, they had turned us in. The 
DEA never sets people free for 
snitching, the deals they usually work 
are four to six years off; at least, that 
was the sort of deal they offered me, 
but I'm going to let them do their own 
work. I am not a snitch. 

My girlfriend and I, as well as a 
friend of mine that was catching a ride 
with us and who was basically in the 
wrong place at the wrong time, are 
c.hnrqod with conspiracy to distribute 


a woman who, although caught with 
only 1,800 hits, was sentenced to 
over 38,000 hits because of 
testimony. Incredible as it may be, she 
was sentenced to twenty-four years as 
a first offender. 

At this time, there is no parole 
in the federal prison system, and only 
54 days a year "good time," so a 
federal prisoner will do 85% of their 
sentence. In the case of the woman I 
spoke of, she will be released in the 
year 2012-twenty years hence. 

In state prisons, violent 
prisoners are paroled, or released with 
as much as two-thirds of their 
sentence off for good behavior. What 
this seems to suggest is that rape and 
murder are lesser crimes than drug 
dealing. A life sentence is paroiable 
after 15 years in most states. I am 
outraged to think that a rapist may 
spend only five to seven years in 
prison and hit the street to rape again, 
whereas I will, in all likelihood, spend 
seventeen years behind bars for what I 
feel is a victimless crime. Even in the 
federal system the law looks at drug 
dealing as the worst crime there is, 
short of treason. 

Drugs is drugs to the Feds. 
To them, there is no difference 
between a crack cocaine addict, a 
person who smokes pot, a heroin 
addict, or a LSD dealer. While I was 
being processed I tried to talk to the 
DEA agents. I told them that their 
priorities are wrong, that the drug 
"problem" that people speak of is all 
the problems of one drug-cocaine. 
That what much of what people say 
about how drugs do this or drugs do 
that, could more accurately be said 
that cocaine does this or cocaine does 
that. 
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shown, the federal courts are handing 
down brutal sentences for victimless 
crimes, while violent criminals go free 
after a few years. 

So I sit in jail, awaiting my trial. 
Saying farewell to the world I knew, 
and preparing myself for the world I will 
enter. The time that I am to receive 
does not fit the “crime” I am accused 
of. I never hurt anyone. The drugs I 
sold were not addictive, and less 
harmful than beer. I am to spend my 
remaining youth in a prison cell, for 
bringing, I believe, a little light into 
peoples’ lives. I am only one of many 
LSD “criminals.” 

For reasons that we can only 
guess, the laws regarding LSD are far 
harsher than for any other drug. Had 
the DEA busted me with an ounce and 
a half of heroin all I would face would 
be 30-37 months, yet stories of six 
year sentences for ten hits of LSD are 
not unknown. Possession of a small 
amount of an addictive drug like 
cocaine is, in many states, a 
misdemeanor. No state has a 
misdemeanor law for LSD that I am 
aware of. 

Regardless of the penalties of 
having or selling drugs, a certain 



percentage of the people are going to 
do drugs. There always has been and 
always will be drug addicts. Educating 
people may reduce the use of drugs. 
Schools have a hard time buying 





I wanted to describe this place to you, 
but I don’t know what to say. 

How do I say that steel equals pain, 
that cement equals loneliness, 
like a nightmare in a vacuum, 
like a snowball in the rain. 

I wanted to show you how I got here, 
but I’m not sure I know the way. 

One day the road was sweet and 
sunny, 

the next day my eyes were filled with 
tears. 

One day I had friends that loved me, 
the next day I found I had been 
betrayed. 

You cannot cry forever, 

or you will wash away your soul. 

Your bones will turn to steel. 

Your heart will turn to stone. 

If only I could close my eyes 
and wake up at the end of time. 

The man sits high above me, 
a hammer in his hand. 

The gavel falls upon my life. 

Behind my eyes a shooting pain, 
like a nightmare in a vacuum, 
like a snowball in the rain. 

Heather Silverstein 
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some way, but I was helpless. The 
cops were giving each other high- 
fives, as if busting three unarmed 
hippies with twelve armed cops was 
some heroic feat. One of the cops 
looked down at me and said, "Looks 
like you've been had." 

We had known the people 
that set us up with the DEA for three 
years. We thought they were good 
friends. They had been snitched-off 
themselves back in September of '90. 
We never knew they had gotten in any 
trouble. To shave a few years off their 
sentence, they had turned us in. The 
DEA never sets people free for 
snitching, the deals they usually work 
are four to six years off; at least, that 
was the sort of deal they offered me, 
but I'm going to let them do their own 
work. I am not a snitch. 

My girlfriend and I, as well as a 
friend of mine that was catching a ride 
with us and who was basically in the 
wrong place at the wrong time, are 
charged with conspiracy to distribute 
LSD. They caught us with over 
11,000 hits, but may add more to this, 
so we may be charged with 20,000 
hits, give or take. This probably 
sounds like a lot, perhaps it is. In 
Nashville, Tennessee it was front page 
news. My girlfriend and I are from San 
Francisco, and ten or twenty thousand 
hits isn’t a lot on the Haight. In terms of 
money, its less than seven thousand 
dollars. 

The sentence for a level 36, 
first offense, is 188-235 months. 
Since I have a prior drug conviction, I 
face a mandatory minimum of twenty 
years, although my sentence could 
run as long as twenty-five years. 

Or course, since we are 
charged with conspiracy, the people 
who snitched on us could testify to 
past acts, and we could conceivably 
be sentenced for drugs they do not 
have to show for evidence. This may 
seem unbelievable to you, but I know 
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makes the problem worse. Hostility 

and rage builds up in the prisoners 
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dealing. A life sentence is paroiaoie 
after 15 years in most states. I am 
outraged to think that a rapist may 
spend only five to seven years in 
prison and hit the street to rape again, 
whereas I will, in all likelihood, spend 
seventeen years behind bars for what I 
feel is a victimless crime. Even in the 
federal system the law looks at drug 
dealing as the worst crime there is, 
short of treason. 

Drugs is drugs to the Feds. 
To them, there is no difference 
between a crack cocaine addict, a 
person who smokes pot, a heroin 
addict, or a LSD dealer. While I was 
being processed I tried to talk to the 
DEA agents. I told them that their 
priorities are wrong, that the drug 
"problem" that people speak of is all 
the problems of one drug-cocaine. 
That what much of what people say 
about how drugs do this or drugs do 
that, could more accurately be said 
that cocaine does this or cocaine does 
that. 

I asked why the DEA was so 
down on LSD, which is non-addictive 
and mostly harmless. He answered 
that LSD was schedule one, whereas 
cocaine was schedule two, and 
schedule one means no medical use. 
He did surprise me by saying that from 
what he read LSD didn't sound like a 
bad drug, but, like all other members 
of nazi style organizations, all he did 
was follow orders. 

Today, the madness called 
the war on drugs is reaching a witch¬ 
hunt mentality. Federal and state 
authorities are using wild lies and 
twisted facts to scare the American 
people into allowing many basic 
freedoms and rights to fall by the 
wayside, all in the name of “just say 
no.” In the spirit of Nazism, 
organizations like CAMP, the DEA, 
and drug task forces all over the 
country are going to extraordinary 
lengths to imprison people for the 
crime of getting high. As I have 



tne utA ousted me wan an ounce ana 
a half of heroin all I would face would 
be 30-37 months, yet stories of six 
year sentences for ten hits of LSD are 
not unknown. Possession of a small 
amount of an addictive drug like 
cocaine js, in many states, a 
misdemeanor. No state has a 
misdemeanor law for LSD that I am 
aware of. 

Regardless of the penalties of 
having or selling drugs, a certain 



percentage of the people are going to 
do drugs. There always has been and 
always will be drug addicts. Educating 
people may reduce the use of drugs. 
Schools have a hard time buying 
chalk, and yet the DEA has the money 
to investigate, in two states, a couple 
of hippies that were living in a camper. 
The government is the one that really 
needs the education. The war on 
drugs is a war on the American people. 
Drugs are not going to go away, and 
creating a class of criminals and filling 
up prisons isn’t going to solve any 
social ills. 

If you would like to help out by 
writing a letter to some soul like me, 
who fought in the war on drugs and is 
now a POW, send a SASE to Rainbow 
Communications, P.O. Box 389, 
Felton CA 95018, or William 
Chengelis, 63582 Fourmile, Canyon 
City, CO 81215-2000. There is only 
so much those of us inside the walls 
can do. The power of change is in 
your hands. End the war, make a 
difference. Fight for the freedom of 
choice. 

—By Patrick Jordan D-10, 116 

Commerce, Clarksville, TN 37040. 


but I’m not sure I know the way. 

One day the road was sweet and 
sunny, 

the next day my eyes were filled with 
tears. 

One day I had friends that loved me, 
the next day I found I had been 
betrayed. 

You cannot cry forever, 

or you will wash away your soul. 

Your bones will turn to steel. 

Your heart will turn to stone. 

If only I could close my eyes 
and wake up at the end of time. 

The man sits high above me, 
a hammer in his hand. 

The gavel falls upon my life. 

Behind my eyes a shooting pain, 
like a nightmare in a vacuum, 
like a snowball in the rain. 


Heather Silverstein 
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cnargea witn conspiracy to aistrioute 
LSD. They caught us with over 
11,000 hits, but may add more to this, 
so we may be charged with 20,000 
hits, give or take. This probably 
sounds like a lot, perhaps it is. In 
Nashville, Tennessee it was front page 
news. My girlfriend and I are from San 
Francisco, and ten or twenty thousand 
hits isn't a lot on the Haight. In terms of 
money, its less than seven thousand 
dollars. 

The sentence for a level 36, 
first offense, is 188-235 months. 
Since I have a prior drug conviction, I 
face a mandatory minimum of twenty 
years, although my sentence could 
run as long as twenty-five years. 

Or course, since we are 
charged with conspiracy, the people 
who snitched on us could testify to 
past acts, and we could conceivably 
be sentenced for drugs they do not 
have to show for evidence. This may 
seem unbelievable to you, but I know 


I asked why the DEA was so 
down on LSD, which is non-addictive 
and mostly harmless. He answered 
that LSD was schedule one, whereas 
cocaine was schedule two, and 
schedule one means no medical use. 
He did surprise me by saying that from 
what he read LSD didn't sound like a 
bad drug, but, like all other members 
of nazi style organizations, all he did 
was follow orders. 

Today, the madness called 
the war on drugs is reaching a witch¬ 
hunt mentality. Federal and state 
authorities are using wild lies and 
twisted facts to scare the American 
people into allowing many basic 
freedoms and rights to fall by the 
wayside, all in the name of “just say 
no.” In the spirit of Nazism, 
organizations like CAMP, the DEA, 
and drug task forces all over the 
country are going to extraordinary 
lengths to imprison people for the 
crime of getting high. As I have 


chalk, and yet the DEA has the money 
to investigate, in two states, a couple 
of hippies that were living in a camper. 
The government is the one that really 
needs the education. The war on 
drugs is a war on the American people. 
Drugs are not going to go away, and 
creating a class of criminals and filling 
up prisons isn’t going to solve any 
social ills. 

If you would like to help out by 
writing a letter to some soul like me, 
who fought in the war on drugs and is 
now a POW, send a SASE to Rainbow 
Communications, P.O. Box 389, 
Felton CA 95018, or William 
Chengelis, 63582 Fourmile, Canyon 
City, CO 81215-2000. There is only 
so much those of us inside the walls 
can do. The power of change is in 
your hands. End the war, make a 
difference. Fight for the freedom of 
choice. 

—By Patrick Jordan D-10, 116 

Commerce, Clarksville, TN 37040. 



continued from page io 

makes the problem worse. Hostility 
and rage builds up in the prisoners 
that are kept in jail for long periods of 
time. Prisons become crime schools. 

Prisons are filled with people 
who refuse to accept the dominant 
paradigm for political, economic and 
cultural activities. Many are caught in 
no-win situation. If they fight back to 
maintain their own dignity, they get 
killed or thrown in prison. If they don't 
fight back they are reduced to being 
slaves. Prisons take power away from 
people and the community and give it 
to the state. The government 
proposes more prisons and more 
punishment. Like most institutions, 
prisons are both ineffective and 
unjust. The only humane way to deal 
with the problem of prisons is to 
abolish them, and allow people, as 
individuals or in groups, according to 
their preference, organize for their 
own self-defense against violence and 
theft. 
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NEWS SHORTS 


Ecology Center Recyclers 

Victims of Berkeley's Rightward Slide? 




by Chris Clarke 

Fifteen members of the IWW 
affiliated Berkeley City Curbside 
Recyclers face unsafe equipment, 
eroding earnings, and possible layoffs 
as Berkeley’s City Council continues 
to delay approval of a ten year contract 
i for curbside recycling. 

The Ecology Center, founder 
of the curbside recycling program and 
employer of the recyclers, hammered 
out a contract with the City Public 
Works to bring the nation’s oldest 
curbside program into the 21st 


century. 

The Ecology Center and its 
employees aren’t the only parties that 
would benefit from the contract. The 
City of Berkeley would have certain 
performance guarantees which a for- 
profit recycler would be unlikely to 
grant. A fifteen percent overhead 
would fund other Center programs, 
among them a recycling hotline, two 
Farmer’s Markets, and an 
environmental library, switchboard and 
information center, which markedly 
improve the quality of life for Berkeley 
residents. And contract money paid 


as wages and salaries would stay in the 
community, as all members of the 
Center live within 10 miles. 

Then why has the contract 
been held up? Some of the problem 
lies in the fractious nature of city 
politics in Berkeley, a small town with 
widely varying political opinions and 
longstanding grudges. To the more 
conservative Berkeley politicos, the 
Ecology Center is associated with the 
left-leaning social politics of the early 
to middle 1980’s, when Berkeley was 
known as “the city with a foreign 
policy”, and voters routinely defeated 
incinerator proposals, approved 
strong rent control measures, and 
adopted sister cities in El Salvador. 


UC Berkeley Recyclers 
Organiziny 


Recycling Task Force Report that 


Bush Visits S.F.... 

Late Feb. George Bush visted 
San Francisco for a $1,000 dollar a 
plate presidential campaign fundraiser. 
About 1500 anti-Bush protestors 
angrily assembled in Union Square 
across from the St. Francis Hotel. 
Inside Bush and his supporters raised 
3/4 of a million dollars at this ruling 
class luncheon, in not so ironic 
contrast to the many homeless people 
around Union Square panhandling for 
their next meal. The All-People's 
Congress who brought a sound 
system dominated the protest outside 
with their endless boring chants and 
speeches, which helped keep the 
protest dull for several hours. 

About an hour into the 
unfestivities a half dozen members of 
ACT-UP jumped the police barricades, 
launched a successful paint balloon 
attack on the hotel, and were arrested. 
Soon after, a renegade group 
consisting of Roots Against War, 
anarchists, radicals from the gay 
community, and other assorted 
upstarts initiated a breakaway march. 

About 100 people took off 
traveling the perimeter of the blocked- 
off streets surrounding the hotel, 
rattling police barricades at each 
intersection, and generally trying to 
up-the-ante. After arriving full circle 
back at the rally, via Macy's department 
store, the marchers sought to 
organize another breakaway. This 
time about 400 joined in and the mob 
headed almost instinctively towards 
the financial district. Bank windows 
were smashed, newsstands 
overturned, and non-secured objects 
were dragged into the middle of 
streets. Once downtown, a group of 
the marchers were on the verge of 
ramminq through the front doors of 


The Industrial Workers of the 
World affiliated recyclers at UC 
Berkeley are building the groundwork 
for their drive for recognition and a 
contract with the ASUC (the student 
government). The recyclers currently 
make only $5.42 per hour and are 
fighting to keep their collective 
structure. 

Associated Students has 
responded to the recycler’s demand 
for recognition by stating that they 


Friday, April 24 is World 
Laboratory Animal 
Liberation Day. 

This year, a massive 
statewide anti-vivisection 
protest rally and march to 
the animal labs will be on 
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Brine Update 

cannot be recognized because the 
recyclers are seeking separate 
bargaining status from other ASUC 
employees. 

Although seeking recognition 
and a contract with Associated 
Students, the university administration 
also plays a key role in the struggle. 
This is because it consistently 
underfunds the project, refuses to 
maintain the recycler’s collection site 
(which it owns) and is considering a 


the most cruel, wasteful and medically 
useless animal research in the nation. 
In addition to dissection, vivisection, or 
the surgical experimentation on live 
animals for scientific "research" is 
mercilessly continued all over a 
campus with not a single medical 
facility. More animal torture labs are 
now beina built in the new Northwest 


makes the future of the recyclers 
uncertain. 

So, the recyclers have their 
work cut out for them and are building 
the foundation for their organizing 
drive. This foundation includes 
drafting literature, internal education, 
organizing classroom presentations to 
garner support among the student 
population, talking with Associated 
Students senators, outreach to other 
campus unions, and media work. To 
help with the union drive attend a 
union meeting, Thursdays 7pm in 620 
Eshleman or call 642-4895. 


Repression of Abenaki 
Nation in Vermont 

On Saturday, December 14, the 
personal camp of Chief Homer St. 
Francis of the Sovereign Abenaki 
Nation was humor! down near 
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About an hour into the 
unfestivities a half dozen members of 
ACT-UP jumped the police barricades, 
launched a successful paint balloon 
attack on the hotel, and were arrested. 
Soon after, a renegade group 
consisting of Roots Against War, 
anarchists, radicals from the gay 
community, and other assorted 
upstarts initiated a breakaway march. 

About 100 people took off 
traveling the perimeter of the blocked- 
off streets surrounding the hotel, 
rattling police barricades at each 
intersection, and generally trying to 
up-the-ante. After arriving full circle 
back at the rally, via Macy's department 
store, the marchers sought to 
organize another breakaway. This 
time about 400 joined in and the mob 
headed almost instinctively towards 
the financial district. Bank windows 
were smashed, newsstands 
overturned, and non-secured objects 
were dragged into the middle of 
streets. Once downtown, a group of 
the marchers were on the verge of 
ramming through the front doors of 
the Pacific Stock Exchange when a 
small army of riot cops presented itself, 
drove the march back down to Market 
Street, and dispersed it. No arrests. 

Militant Anti-Bush 
Demo in Portland 

Thirty protesters were 
arrested and two policemen were 
slightly hurt in the third violent anti- 
Bush protest in Portland in 17 months. 

Even though most 
demonstrators and police left after 
Bush made his exit, some protesters 
trampled and then set fire to orange- 
and-white police barriers that had 
ringed the Oregon Convention 
Center, where Bush spoke at a 
Republican fund-raising breakfast for 
U.S. Senator Bob Packwood. 

A small number of protesters! 
blocked Northeast Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd. with the barriers, snarling 
traffic for blocks. About 100 of the 
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curbside program into the 21st ( residents. And contract money paid 


UC Berkeley Recyclers 


Oryaniziny 

The Industrial Workers of the 
World affiliated recyclers at UC 
Berkeley are building the groundwork 
for their drive for recognition and a 
contract with the ASUC (the student 
government). The recyclers currently 
make only $5.42 per hour and are 
fighting to keep their collective 
structure. 

Associated Students has 
responded to the recycler's demand 
for recognition by stating that they 


Brine Update 

cannot be recognized because the 
recyclers are seeking separate 
bargaining status from other ASUC 
employees. 

Although seeking recognition 
and a contract with Associated 
Students, the university administration 
also plays a key role in the struggle. 
This is because it consistently 
underfunds the project, refuses to 
maintain the recycler’s collection site 
(which it owns) and is considering a 


Friday, April 24 is World 
Laboratory Animal 
Liberation Day. 

This year, a massive 
statewide anti-vivisection 
protest rally and march to 
the animal labs will be on 
UC Berkeley campus. 

All over Berkeley campus, animal 
torture and slavery continues under 
the guise of scientific 
experimentation. Students are 
personally confronted with such 
horrific exploitation of animals in the 
question of dissection. How 
necessary is the death of millions of 
animals for dissection in the education 
of students from elementary to 
medical school? The fact is that 
alternatives are available. Inertia, 
economic interest and lack of 
imagination prevent their use. 
Students: if you are asked to mutilate, 
cut apart or psychologically abuse an 
animal for your education, demand for 
an alternate, non-animal project. 
Dissection is not necessary- in fact, in 
England, dissection is not even done 
in medical school and they still have 
qualified and skilled doctors. 

For years, the University of California 
at Berkeley has been host to some of * 


the most cruel, wasteful and medically 
useless animal research in the nation. 
In addition to dissection, vivisection, or 
the surgical experimentation on live 
animals for scientific "research" is 
mercilessly continued all over a 
campus with not a single medical 
facility. More animal torture labs are 
now being built in the new Northwest 
Animal Facility for infamous vivisectors. 

Who se News? 

Issues like abortion and breast 
surgery concern and affect millions of 
women in the U.S., but the media 
rarely covers these issues from the 
perspectives of women. More 
frequent are headlines like this one in 
the (NY Times 1/22/92); “ New Worry 
for Bush: Possibility of Supreme Court 
Decision on Abortion Poses 
Campaign Risk.” The idea that the 
reversal of Roe v. Wade might be a 
worry to women was not explored. 
Similarly, a wall Street Journal headline 
on the same day read, “ Several Firms 
Face Implant Woes” - extending 
sympathy to corporations, not to the 
women who received dangerous 
implants. 

(Source: Fairness and Accuracy in 
Reporting publication Extra!) 


. Auto Workers 


adopted sister cities in El Salvador. 


Recycling Task Force Report that 
makes the future of the recyclers 
uncertain. 

So, the recyclers have their 
work cut out for them and are building 
the foundation for their organizing 
drive. This foundation includes 
drafting literature, internal education, 
organizing classroom presentations to 
garner support among the student 
population, talking with Associated 
Students senators, outreach to other 
campus unions, and media work. To 
help with the union drive attend a 
union meeting, Thursdays 7pm in 620 
Eshleman or call 642-4895. 


Repression of Abenaki 
Nation in Vermont 

On Saturday, December 14, the 
personal camp of Chief Homer St. 
Francis of the Sovereign Abenaki 
Nation was burned down near 
Swanton, VT. Although there were no 
injuries, irreplaceable artifacts were 
destroyed in the conflagration. Some 
of the artifacts were the Chief's 
headdress, talking sticks, and 
lithographs. 

An oil can was found on the scene 
and arson is suspected. The 
outspoken nature of Chief Homer St. 
Francis and the long line of violence 
against him and other members of the 
Moenaki community support this 
I suspicion. 

This attack adds to a pattern of 
police harassment, brutality, and other 
repression against the Abenaki self- 
, determination movement. 


35 Busts at Ann Arbor 
Pot Rally 

About 5000 people rallied for 
legalizing marijuana at the University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor. Thirty-five were 
arrested for charges including 
mariiuana Dossession. selling 









small army of riot cops presented itself, 
drove the march back down to Market 
Street, and dispersed it. No arrests. 

Militant Anti-Bush 
Demo in Portland 

Thirty protesters were 
arrested and two policemen were 
slightly hurt in the third violent anti- 
Bush protest in Portland in 17 months. 

Even though most 
demonstrators and police left after 
Bush made his exit, some protesters 
trampled and then set fire to orange- 
and-white police barriers that had 
ringed the Oregon Convention 
Center, where Bush spoke at a 
Republican fund-raising breakfast for 
U.S. Senator Bob Packwood. 

A small number of protesters* 
blocked Northeast Martin Luther King ■ 
Jr. Blvd. with the barriers, snarling 
traffic for blocks. About 100 of the 
nearly 200 police who were at the 
convention center were called back, 
and the police eventually dispersed 
the crowd. 

“It’s a fine morning to riot,” said 
one protester outside the convention 
center. “I just have to get to work on 
time.” 

Early arriving Republicans had 
to walk outside the police lines and in 
the street to reach the center. That 
put them in direct contact with 
protesters, who pounded drums and 
chanted, “Shame, shame,” within 
inches of their faces. 

Trouble started when 
protesters scrambled up an 
embankment that rises from Northeast 
First Avenue to Interstate 5. Police 
moved in to keep people from 
climbing onto the freeway and 
eventually used pepper mace to 
disperse the crowd. 

Soon after, demonstrators 
who reached the freeway overpass 
began throwing rocks and debris onto 
police. One rock struck a police officer 
squarely on his riot helmet, leaving him 
with a sore neck. 


uver oerKeiey campus, animal 
torture and slavery continues under 
the guise of scientific 
experimentation. Students are 
personally confronted with such 
horrific exploitation of animals in the 
question of dissection. How 
necessary is the death of millions of 
animals for dissection in the education 
of students from elementary to 
medical school? The fact is that 
alternatives are available. Inertia, 
economic interest and lack of 
imagination prevent their use. 
Students: if you are asked to mutilate, 
cut apart or psychologically abuse an 
animal for your education, demand for 
an alternate, non-animal project. 
Dissection is not necessary- in fact, in 
England, dissection is not even done 
in medical school and they still have 
qualified and skilled doctors. 

For years, the University of California 
at Berkeley has been host to some of 


Korea: 


22,000 auto workers seized and 
blockaded Hyundai factories at Ulsan, 
Korea January 15 to prevent the 
company from locking them out. The 
action followed a month long direct 
action campaign which has slowed 
production and cut exports of Hyundai 
cars. 

When the company refused to 
negotiate with the union and 
threatened a lockout, workers 
blockaded the factory gates with new 
cars and, armed with only pipes and 
sticks, 3,000 workers stayed in the 
factories for seven days. Hyundai 
Corporation and the state massed 
15,000 police near the plant. 
Equipped with six helicopters, 34 
armored cars, five boats and 50 
vehicles, the police threatened an all 
out assault by air, land and sea. 

50,000 residents of a provincial 
industrial center rallied January 20 to 
urge a peaceful end to the bitter 
dispute. January 21, auto wcrkcrc !r“ 
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Who se News? 

Issues like abortion and breast 
surgery concern and affect millions of 
women in the U.S., but the media 
rarely covers these issues from the 
perspectives of women. More 
frequent are headlines like this one in 
the (NY Times 1/22/92); “ New Worry 
for Bush: Possibility of Supreme Court 
Decision on Abortion Poses 
Campaign Risk.” The idea that the 
reversal of Roe v. Wade might be a 
worry to women was not explored. 
Similarly, a wall Street Journal headline 
on the same day read, “ Several Firms 
Face Implant Woes” - extending 
sympathy to corporations, not to the 
women who received dangerous 
implants. 

(Source: Fairness and Accuracy in 
I Reporting publication Extra!) 

Auto Workers 
Direct Action 

the factories to avoid attack by the 
police forces. Workers guarding the 
factory gates then left and thousands 
of police were moved in to ring the 
industrial complex. There were 20 
street demonstrations in support of 
the strikers in the days immediately 
following the withdrawal from the 
plants. 

Workers had demanded that the 
year end bonus of a half months pay 
be increased to two months after 
Hyundai posted record profits in 1991. 
The company called the demand 
"outrageous" and offered an extra two 
weeks pay. 

In response to the companies 
arrogant refusal, factory workers 
launched an inside-the-plant direct 
action campaign beginning December 
17 which drastically slowed down 
production. 

Hyundai claims the slowdown and 
seven day occupation reduced 
production by 63,657 vehicles worth 
million in sales. -J Ditz ' 


^wanton, v i. Although there were no 
injuries, irreplaceable artifacts were 
destroyed in the conflagration. Some 
of the artifacts were the Chief’s 
headdress, talking sticks, and 
lithographs. 

An oil can was found on the scene 
and arson is suspected. The 
outspoken nature of Chief Homer St. 
Francis and the long line of violence 
J against him and other members of the 
. <-\Denaki community support this 
I suspicion. 

This attack adds to a pattern of 
police harassment, brutality, and other 
repression against the Abenaki self- 
j determination movement. 


35 Busts at Ann Arbor 
Pot Rally 

About 5000 people rallied for 
legalizing marijuana at the University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor. Thirty-five were 
arrested for charges including 
marijuana possession, selling 
merchandise without a permit, and 
alcohol offenses. The rally was 
sponsored by NORML. 

Fuck The FBI 

FBI agents have asked library employ¬ 
ees to monitor and report the reading prac¬ 
tices of foreign-appearing patrons. When 
266 librarians wrote letters protesting the 
program on First Amendment grounds, the 
FBI ran background checks on those who 
protested. The FBI ran checks because it 
believed the librarians were acting under 
Soviet influence and wanted evidence to 
confirm the suspicion. 

The background checks backfired 
when they became public, causing further 
bureau embarrassment. As a result of the 
experience, the American Library Associa¬ 
tion has strongly condemned the FBI pro¬ 
gram and supported H.R. 50, the FBI First 
Amendment Protection Act, now in 
Congress. 

—FBI News 
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©rgasmtc (Eommmrion 


An Immodest Proposal 


17+1=18 


He said that the free rent and 
car were nice, maybe better. He must 
have forgotten. He writes pages in 
radical newsletters and talks seldom 
and softly. He gets arrested and slides 
with every suggestion. He must have 
felt a bit like me. I think... yet I’m 
usually wrong to have faith that others 
see the colors the way I do. So, here I 
am, seventeen. 17+1=18 therefore 
it’s not 18. You say that I could leave? 
Ya, I could. My dad, he threatens. He 
threatens to arrest the bot I love 
because 17+8=25. He even subtly 
suggests having him shot in the head 
in a accidental drive by shooting. Jeni 
sent to a juvenile institution 
somewhere. I could run and hide? 
Yes, I could. My dad has endowed 
himself with large amounts of cash. He 
is a proud man, an egomaniac. He 
gets very angry, nobody, especially a 
punk female kid, is going to say “FUCK 
YOU” to him like that without paying for 
it. His mind would whisper. We’d be 
back to where we were before. Two 
years ago I almost went to Belize. 
Skipped the country. I stayed, I chose 
to stay. I had two more years of high 
school and they beckoned. Yet 
everyday I feel the rope around my 
neck. My mind flows in countless 
directions, but I am strangled to 
conformity (kind of) by a leash in the 
hands of my parents and the courts. 
You see, I’m not a person yet. No 
taxation without representation 
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Have you ever thought, ‘I 
wonder how many people are having 
sex at this particular moment?'l know I 
have. And what I’m now proposing 
consecrates this simple idea. I 
suggest that on June 21, 1992 we set 
the hour between 2:00 a.m. and 3:00 
a.m. Greenwich Mean Time to 
celebrate an Orgasmic Communion. 
Now, 2:00 a.m. GMT, if I’ve got this 
right, translates to 9:00 p.m. June 20, 
1992 in New York, 8:00 p.m. in New 
Orleans, 7:00 p.m. in Denver, and 
6:00 p.m. in Los Angeles. 

Say What 

During this hour of Orgasmic 
Communion, all those so inclined will 
indulge in their favorite non-coercive 
sexual activity with or without a partner 
(or partners), knowing that they do so 
in conjunction with a multitude of 
others. 

wty? 

I feel, in this age of AIDS and the 
repression of sexual liberty, that it is 
important that we affirm the healthful 
and connective powers of our capacity 
for sexual pleasure in all its guises and 
acknowledge that the pleasure we find 
in our bodies is a thread that runs 
through the lives of all the peoples of 
the earth, transcending race, religious 
creeds, national boundaries, and 
physical attributes. There is an 
ecological aspect as well, because 
sex, as a part of the natural rhythm of 
life, can awaken in us a sense of our 

responsibility to each other and to the 


express interest in submitting material 
and working on the projects the 
means will be found. 

If you wish to contribute to either a 
book or video, volunteer your skills 
and time, or be put on the Orgasmic 
Communion mailing list, write to: 
(PLEASE INCLUDE A SASE): 

Stan Major 
P.O.Box 408 
Chloride, AZ 86431 

I hope you’ll join us. 

(Slingshot endorses this call to action.) 


Ashkenazi 


Music and Dance Cafe 



Live Calypso, Soca, Reggae, 
Afrobeat, So. African, Highlife, 
Cajun, Zydeco, Latin, Funk, 
Squaredance, Int’l. folkdance 

Beer, Wine, Hot Food. 

Kids & Minors welcome. 
Smoking in hallway only. 
Security Parking provided. 
Wheelchair Accessible. 

Call for times & prices. 

1317 San Pablo, Berkeley 94702 


525*5054 


The Wrong Trash 


Jonathan Montague 



comprised of anarchists, 
counterculturists, sundry left-wingers, 
* eco-pagans and existentialists of all 
kinds. You can join too if you want. 
The late Abbie Hoffman, Noam 
Chomsky, and Emma Goldman are 
shared inspirations for us. Recently 
Judi Barri of Earth First! joined this 
high roster. 

The question of the greatest 
preoccupation among us at this time 
is: why does the Berkeley City Council 
permit our friends to be slugged and 
shot when they rise to protect the 
poor, free speech and the 
environment? 

During the last decade as 
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see the colors the way I do. So, here I 
am, seventeen. 17+1=18 therefore 
it’s not 18. You say that I could leave? 
Ya, I could. My dad, he threatens. He 
threatens to arrest the bot I love 
because 17+8=25. He even subtly 
suggests having him shot in the head 
in a accidental drive by shooting. Jeni 
sent to a juvenile institution 
somewhere. I could run and hide? 
Yes, I could. My dad has endowed 
himself with large amounts of cash. He 
is a proud man, an egomaniac. He 
gets very angry, nobody, especially a 
punk female kid, is going to say “FUCK 
YOU” to him like that without paying for 
it. His mind would whisper. We’d be 
back to where we were before. Two 
years ago I almost went to Belize. 
Skipped the country. I stayed, I chose 
to stay. I had two more years of high 
school and they beckoned. Yet 
everyday I feel the rope around my 
neck. My mind flows in countless 
directions, but I am strangled to 
conformity (kind of) by a leash in the 
hands of my parents and the courts. 
You see, I’m not a person yet. No 
taxation without representation 
doesn’t apply to me. I work and the 
government sucks my money with no 
say from me. My parents are 
supposed to represent me. If things 
don’t add up, do they divide? No! 2 
divided by 0 is impossible... and it 
seems that I’m 0. 

I played the homeless hippy 
on Telegraph. Entire life in that 
sphere...friends, loves, fun hours and 
days and weeks and months + another 
life food, sleep, study, hate, captivity. 
Two years ago I weighed these worlds. 
I felt the freedom in one and the girl I 
was not in the other. For others, the 
world I found was their captivity, it is 
relative, yet I found a great wide plain 
of possibility. Most who read this, yet 
we’ve already discussed how wrong I 
can be, have made this choice. To 
look at the horizontal plain of the world 
which goes on in every direction 
endlessly. Freedom. To reject the 
rope that leads up or down into a set 
future. Rejecting the rope that 
strangles the freedom. Freedom is 


ceieDrate an urgasmic communion. 
Now, 2:00 a.m. GMT, if I’ve got this 
right, translates to 9:00 p.m. June 20, 
1992 in New York, 8:00 p.m. in New 
Orleans, 7:00 p.m. in Denver, and 
6:00 p.m. in Los Angeles. 

Say What 

During this hour of Orgasmic 
Communion, all those so inclined will 
indulge in their favorite non-coercive 
sexual activity with or without a partner 
(or partners), knowing that they do so 
in conjunction with a multitude of 
others. 

wy? 

I feel, in this age of AIDS and the 
repression of sexual liberty, that it is 
important that we affirm the healthful 
and connective powers of our capacity 
for sexual pleasure in all its guises and 
acknowledge that the pleasure we find 
in our bodies is a thread that runs 
through the lives of all the peoples of 
the earth, transcending race, religious 
creeds, national boundaries, and 
physical attributes. There is an 
ecological aspect as well, because 
sex, as a part of the natural rhythm of 
life, can awaken in us a sense of our 
responsibility to each other and to the 
earth, our home. You could even 
have sex outdoors during the event to 
affirm our connection to the earth. 
This Orgasmic Communion might also, 
in some small way, combat the guilt 
and fear that attends too many of us in 
the acting out of our sexual natures. 

Although its called an Orgasmic 
Communion, please don’t feel that an 
orgasm is required. You’re quite 
welcome to simply sit and drink your 
tea, beer, or expensive champagne 
and try to grok the notion of so many 

people throughout the world enjoying 
themselves. 

Its also up to you whom you tell 
about your participation. It can be 
done without telling anyone or you 
can announce your intention to join in 
the Orgasmic Communion on national 
television. 

And What About AIDS? 

The reality of AIDS should make us 
just that more aware of the need to be 
responsible in our interactions with 
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Stan Major 

Smoking in hallway only. >\ 

P.O. Box 408 

Security Parking provided. 

Chloride, AZ 86431 
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Call for times & prices. 

1 hope you’ll join us. 

1317 San Pablo, Berkeley 94702 

(Slingshot endorses this call to action.) 

525-5054 


The Wrong Trash 

Jonathan Montague 



I am poor, handicapped, until recently 
homeless (lasting nine years), Sixties 
veteran, therapist and journalist from 
the South. I’ve been a ‘transient” in 
Berkeley for ten years, have authored 
two columns for The Daily Californian, 
and have covered many struggles as 
artist, photographer, and writer. I 
gladly describe myself as “the last 


comprised of anarchists, 
counterculturists, sundry left-wingers, 
eco-pagans and existentialists of all 
i kinds. You can join too if you want. 
The late Abbie Hoffman, Noam 
Chomsky, and Emma Goldman are 
shared inspirations for us. Recently 
Judi Barri of Earth First! joined this 
high roster. 

The question of the greatest 
preoccupation among us at this time 
is: why does the Berkeley City Council 
permit our friends to be slugged and 
shot when they rise to protect the 
poor, free speech and the 
environment? 

During the last decade as 
transient and homeless person here I 
found sanctuary in over fourteen 
different dwellings and made 
hundreds of friends. It may seem 
obvious that since I had worked with 
the poor and oppressed and 
possessed reportorial and therapeutic 
skills I would be more welcomed than 
others in similar straits. But these were 
the Reagan years and I tread where 
others healers feared to tread. 

I walked over 8,000 miles in 
Berkeley while making myself 
knowledgeable about persons and 
issues on the radical beat. I read 
voraciously in the evenings by dim 
lights and candles and supped on 
food from panhandlers’ fare and 
dumpster dives. I went to hundreds of 
demonstrations with camera, 
notebook and pen. I thought of 
myself as a modern day hunter- 
gatherer and adventurer with a vision 
quest. I became a brother to 
Barringtonians who were ever alert to 
oppose Big Brother authoritarians. I 
























doesn’t apply to me. I work and the 
government sucks my money with no 
say from me. My parents are 
supposed to represent me. If things 
don’t add up, do they divide? No! 2 
divided by 0 is impossible... and it 
seems that I’m 0. 

I played the homeless hippy 
on Telegraph. Entire life in that 
sphere...friends, loves, fun hours and 
days and weeks and months + another 
life food, sleep, study, hate, captivity. 
Two years ago I weighed these worlds. 

I felt the freedom in one and the girl I 
was not in the other. For others, the 
world I found was their captivity, it is 
relative, yet I found a great wide plain 
of possibility. Most who read this, yet 
we’ve already discussed how wrong I 
can be, have made this choice. To 
look at the horizontal plain of the world 
which goes on in every direction 
endlessly. Freedom. To reject the 
rope that leads up or down into a set 
future. Rejecting the rope that 
strangles the freedom. Freedom is 
creativity. An entire life to take as it 
comes and mold it, squeeze it, eat it, 
float on it. Being able to let tears fly 
down your face as you feel the 
freedom that flows. Scary, yes, but 
you have a life if you don’t just climb 
the rope. YOU POSES A LIFE! Gloat j 
in it, love it, scream with it. Let the 
screams that are held inside flow out. I 
don’t do it enough, just scream words, 
nonsense, pure noise, into the air 
because I’m free and I can and it feels 
good. Revel in the joy of freedom of 
yourself in the world. I think the rope is 
a lie, drift and let the breeze blow you 
to what is right, what feels right. Don’t | 
be discouraged, dammit, you are the 
ones. The petty job and money 
problems don’t matter, ya, they affect, 
but they can’t pierce your soul. I 
guess I should say that to myself. And 
that’s why I’m writing this... so fly 
away... you you you YOU YOU YOU 
YOU YOU UUUUUUUUU!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
yeah 
-jeni 
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earth, our home. You could even 
have sex outdoors during the event to 
affirm our connection to the earth. 
This Orgasmic Communion might also, 
in some small way, combat the guilt 
and fear that attends too many of us in 
the acting out of our sexual natures. 

Although its called an Orgasmic 
Communion, please don't feel that an 
orgasm is required. You’re quite 
welcome to simply sit and drink your 
tea, beer, or expensive champagne 
and try to grok the notion of so many 

people throughout the world enjoying 
themselves. 

Its also up to you whom you tell 
about your participation. It can be 
done without telling anyone or you 
can announce your intention to join in 
the Orgasmic Communion on national 
television. 

And What About AIDS? 

The reality of AIDS should make us 
just that more aware of the need to be 
responsible in our interactions with 
each other. If you do participate in the 
Orgasmic Communion, please do so 
responsibly. 

How Is Everyone Going To Find Out 
About This Event? 

The Orgasmic Communion will be 
generated on a grassroots level; 
there’s no big organization behind it. 
So, either enough people will be 
turned on by the idea of an Orgasmic 
Communion to make it happen on the 
scale that I envision or it’ll only take 
place in a limited way; so spread the 
word. 

Okay. So We Have An 
Orgasmic Communion. Then 
What? 

Well, I like the idea of producing a 
not-for-profit book which will contain 
the stories of what different people did 
for the Orgasmic Communion, as well 
as a not-for-profit video or videos 
compiled from tapes sent in by 
participants. How these would come 
into being is still uncharted territory, 
but I figure that if enough people 



I am poor, handicapped, until recently 
homeless (lasting nine years), Sixties 
veteran, therapist and journalist from 
the South. I’ve been a “transient” in 
Berkeley for ten years, have authored 
two columns for The Daily Californian, 
and have covered many struggles as 
artist, photographer, and writer. I 
gladly describe myself as “the last 
Barrington shaman” though a certain 
Berkeley Bob can share that claim if he 
wishes. 

You, if you wish, may call me 
“Play Man.” That was my occupation at 
a huge, Southern mental hospital for 
twelve years. I was a professional 
Recreation Therapist who prior to that , 
had worked as speech writer for high 1 
f government officials. Following Noam 
Chomsky I was then and am now an 
Anarcho-socialist. 

Getting here I was fired from 
my “play” job for beginning a hospital 
poetry magazine. A lot of truly mad 
patients took their poetic license 
seriously. My bosses told me, “writing 
isn’t considered therapy,” and handed 
me a typewriter for travel. I came 
directly to this citadel of free speech. I 
came to Berkeley, to Peoples’ Park, to 
Barrington, to the Lutheran quarter 
meal, enrolled in classes and became 
homeless. 

I joined what I will call the 
J| Thornberry Generation which is 


transient and homeless person here I 
found sanctuary in over fourteen 
different dwellings and made 
hundreds of friends. It may seem 
obvious that since I had worked with 
the poor and oppressed and 
possessed reportorial and therapeutic 
skills I would be more welcomed than 
others in similar straits. But these were 
the Reagan years and I tread where 
others healers feared to tread. 

I walked over 8,000 miles in 
Berkeley while making myself 
knowledgeable about persons and 
issues on the radical beat. I read 
voraciously in the evenings by dim 
lights and candles and supped on 
food from panhandlers’ fare and 
dumpster dives. I went to hundreds of 
demonstrations with camera, 
notebook and pen. I thought of 
myself as a modern day hunter- 
gatherer and adventurer with a vision 
quest. I became a brother to 
Barringtonians who were ever alert to 
oppose Big Brother authoritarians. I 
loved them. They gave me many 
ecstatic moments. 

And what of my early years? I 
was a shepherd child in the rural South 
who was always artistic and poetic 
while tending my goats, rabbits, 
ducks, dogs and bees. I was poor, 
though not as poor as many, and 
made my own toys. I made up my own 
stories too and told them as running 
narratives when I played with friends. 

Eventually I was elected high 
school president and was voted most 
likely to succeed. At Duke University I 
was elected to office, was chosen for a 
leadership honorary society, and 
joined a fraternity. Over the course of 
the years I attended five universities. 

I look forward to describing for 
you the further adventures of this 
“play” man, this radical whom many call 
“the Rainbow Ronin.” I feel special 
gratitude to the Hate Man, The Polka 
Dot Man, Wavy Gravy, the Bubble 
Lady, Pink Cloud and Salty Axelrod 
who created the path I follow. 
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THIS IS A PUBLIC CERVIX ANNOUNCEMENT 

LEARN SELF-HELP!! 


As the ax hangs over Roe v. Wade, 
as fewer access to legal abortion, as 
fewer states fund abortions and as the 
feds gag doctors from giving any 
abortion information to poor and low 
income women, and while millions of 
Americans have no health insurance 
and receive no medical care at all— 
MORE AND MORE WOMEN ARE 
GETTING INTERESTED IN THE SELF 
HELP MOVEMENT. 

The self help movement and lay 
women's health movement were born 
out of the 60’s and 70's feminist 
movements when a section of radical 
and socialist feminists realized that 
lobbying the government to save 
women from back alley abortions was 
not enough. Even if abortions were 
legal, these women thought women 
would still be dependent on the 
doctors and a sexist capitalist medical 
system for the doling out of services. 
Women would be in no better place in 
terms of really controlling their own 
bodies. 

Through organizing women 
through small self help groups and 
feminists' clinics these women were 
extremely successful in changing the 
way women's health care is 
administered. Over-the-counter 
pregnancy tests, mirrors in exam 
rooms, and the range of at home 
practices, from home birth to self-help 
gyn care, like using plain yogurt to 
treat vaginal yeast infections, were all 
the results of early self-help activism. 
Women in the movement began to set 
up their own women's health centers, 
where they ran clinics on a self-help 
model, breaking down the 
authoritarian doctor patient 
relationship by teaching patients how 
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help groups women teach each other 
how to check their cervixes for 
irregularities, look for STD's, how to 
treat basic infections with home 
remedies, to do self breast exams, to 
check ovaries and uterus for any 
growths or cysts. Group members 
learn to detect their own fertility 
patterns by checking their fertile 
mucus. Some groups learn menstrual 
extraction and regularly practice it on 
each other. Menstrual extraction is a 
low tech way to remove a woman's 
period or uterine contents at or around 
the time she is expecting her period. 
Each group sets its own agenda 
based on the interests and health 
issues of the women in the groups. 

Women across the US are 
increasingly interested in menstrual 
extraction because of the potential 
this technique has. In countries where 
abortion is illegal, such as Mexico and 
South Africa, menstrual extraction has 
been adapted as a technique from self 
help group contexts to providing 
services for women with unwanted 
pregnancies. Menstrual extraction can 
be done up to 8 weeks since a 
woman's last menstrual period. 

Here is a quick attempt to address 
some of the most common questions 
and comments about menstrual 
extraction and self help. 



Self help is not a substitute for legal 
abortion. No one is saying it is. There 
are some gynecological problems that 
do need doctors care and not all 
women have time to form their own 
group or have access to a group as 
things now stand. (But just imagine if 
women had been practicing self help 
over the past 20 years, there could 
very well have been groups of women 
in most every community educating 
women about their fertility, so that they 
could identify a pregnancy early, and 
practice menstrual extraction.) 

Self help is taking an active stance in 
your own health and well being. It puts 
women at the center of the picture and 
empowers us to take an active role in 
our own and others women’s health. 
Self-help, like all community based lay 
people’s health movements, 
highlights the total failure of this 
system to meet basic human needs. 
Women are dramatically medically 
under served. The self help model is a 
community health care 
model,involving people in their own 
health care and it is fundamentally 
about women's liberation because it is 
about women's control. 

Learning self help now prepares us. 
The more we know about our bodies 
the better off we are in this time where 
legal abortion is precarious, the more 
educated about what is safe, the 
better able will we be to survive and 
stay healthy while we fight the fascistic 
efforts of fundamentalists and 
government alike, by staying ignorant 
of our bodies we stay dependent on a 
for profit medical system that 
generates billions of dollars off of 
women. 

HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED? 

We encouraae women to form their 
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Will Roe Go? 

continued from front page 

she can receive, and require her to 
include her husband or parents 
(traditionally the proprietors of women 
in patriarchal societies) in her decision. 

The crucial difference 
between the 1989 Abortion Control 
Act and its 1982 predecessor is that it 
surrepitiously insists that a woman’s 
right to choose an abortion is not a 
fundamental right and that the state 
may regulate it. This directly 
contradicts the assertion of Roe v. 
Wade that, during the first trimester, a 
Constitutional right to privacy prohibits 
the government from making any 
regulatory laws except pertaining to 
necessary medical conditions. In other 
words, the reasoning of the law, which 
has been upheld by the Third U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals (although it 
struck down the husband notification 
provision) is that Roe is no longer valid 
Constitutional precedent. 

Thus the argument in April will 
not be confined to the Pennsylvania 
law alone but will require the justices to 
either reaffirm or overrule Roe. 

Of course, timing is 
everything. If the Supreme Court were 
to explicitly overturn Roe v. Wade 
before the November presidential 
election, it’s very possible that George 
Bush might suffer huge losses of 
support, possibly even enough to 
cost him the election. It is doubtful, 
therefore, that the Court will allow this 
to occur. It has several options. It could 
ignore the arguments of the attorneys 
in the Pennsylvania case and 
somehow find it consistent with Roe, 
implicitly gutting it as in the Webster 
decision. Another option would be to 
delay ruling on the case (possibly by 
requiring it to be re-argued this 
summer) until after the election. 
Finally, it might judge the political 
implications insignificant and dump 
Roe immediately. 




noi enougn. tven it aDomons were 
legal, these women thought women 
would still be dependent on the 
doctors and a sexist capitalist medical 
system for the doling out of services. 
Women would be in no better place in 
terms of really controlling their own 
bodies. 

Through organizing women 
through small self help groups and 
feminists' clinics these women were 
extremely successful in changing the 
way women's health care is 
administered. Over-the-counter 
pregnancy tests, mirrors in exam 
rooms, and the range of at home 
practices, from home birth to self-help 
gyn care, like using plain yogurt to 
treat vaginal yeast infections, were all 
the results of early self-help activism. 
Women in the movement began to set 
up their own women’s health centers, 
where they ran clinics on a self-help 
model, breaking down the 
authoritarian doctor patient 
relationship by teaching patients how 
to take an active part in their own basic 
well woman health care. 

The Federation of Feminist 
Women's Health Centers formed out 
of these clinics. They posed a 
fundamentally different understanding 
of women's physiology through doing 
their own women controlled research, 
and in so doing exposed the deeply 
entrenched sexism in common 
medical thinking about women's 
bodies. For example, we are taught 
that the vagina is an open canal, open 
for the entry of penises or the exit of 
babies. It only takes one self 
speculum exam to know that the 
vagina is not an open passageway as it 
is portrayed in every high school 
biology and medical text, but it is a 
potential passageway. 

The founders also developed 
menstrual extraction, a method of 
removing the uterine contents, and 
they published a number of wonderful 
books, which anyone interested in self 
help should read: A NEW VIEW OF A 
WOMAN'S BODY. HOW TO STAY 

OUT OF THE GYNECOLOGISTS 

OFFICE, and WOMAN CENTERED 
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women across me ut> are 
increasingly interested in menstrual 
extraction because of the potential 
this technique has. In countries where 
abortion is illegal, such as Mexico and 
South Africa, menstrual extraction has 
been adapted as a technique from self 
help group contexts to providing 
services for women with unwanted 
pregnancies. Menstrual extraction can 
be done up to 8 weeks since a 
woman’s last menstrual period. 

Here is a quick attempt to address 
some of the most common questions 
and comments about menstrual 
extraction and self help. 
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I HEAR SOME PEOPLE SAY IT IS 
DANGEROUS- 

Menstrual extraction is done only in 
the context of a well-trained group, 
self-helpers are involved in a group for 
at least six months before getting 
involved in menstrual extraction. 
Rather than having all authority 


our own ana otners women s neaitn. 
Self-help, like all community based lay 
people's health movements, 
highlights the total failure of this 
system to meet basic human needs. 
Women are dramatically medically 
under served. The self help model is a 
community health care 
model,involving people in their own 
health care and it is fundamentally 
about women's liberation because it is 
about women's control. 

Learning self help now prepares us. 
The more we know about our bodies 
the better off we are in this time where 
legal abortion is precarious, the more 
educated about what is safe, the 
■ better able will we be to survive and 
stay healthy while we fight the fascistic 
efforts of fundamentalists and 
government alike, by staying ignorant 
of our bodies we stay dependent on a 
for profit medical system that 
generates billions of dollars off of 
women. 

HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED? 

We encourage women to form their 
own self-help groups NOW and start to 
! learn. Getting involved in the women's 
health community and reproductive 
rights activism will help you hook up 
with women who know about self help, 
i You don't need to be in a group to be 
I a supporter and to educate other 
women about it. 

It is essential to build support for the 
self-help movement or get involved 
j yourself. While the fight to keep 
[ abortion legal and accessible is the 

first priority, we need to support our 
| sisters who will be prepared to save 
[ women’s lives when abortion is illegal. 

We also need to learn lessons from 
. women’s history of the Jane Collective 
that women will learn and do what they 
need to do to survive in repressive 
times. We encourage women to learn 
self-help now, and to spread the word. 
Also stolen from BACORR (Bay Area 
Coalition for Our Reproductive Rights) 
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Constitutional precedent. 

Thus the argument in April will 
not be confined to the Pennsylvania 
law alone but will require the justices to 
either reaffirm or overrule Roe. 

Of course, timing is 
everything. If the Supreme Court were 
to explicitly overturn Roe v. Wade 
before the November presidential 
election, it’s very possible that George 
Bush might suffer huge losses of 
support, possibly even enough to 
cost him the election. It is doubtful, 
therefore, that the Court will allow this 
to occur. It has several options. It could 
ignore the arguments of the attorneys 
in the Pennsylvania case and 
somehow find it consistent with Roe, 
implicitly gutting it as in the Webster 
decision. Another option would be to 
delay ruling on the case (possibly by 
requiring it to be re-argued this 
summer) until after the election. 
Finally, it might judge the political 
implications insignificant and dump 
Roe immediately. 

Whichever occurs, the next 
step is total criminalization of abortion. 
This fight may take place on the state 
level, where anti-choice legislators are 
sharpening their pencils and activists 
are readying themselves, or it may be 
shifted entirely to the Federal level, 
where pro-choicers in Congress are 
attempting to pass the Freedom of 
Choice Act over the veto of President 
Bush and the opposition of many in 
Congress. It is also not unthinkable 
that the Supreme Court may find The 
Right to Life of Unborn Children” 
within the constitution in the near 
future, immediately criminalizing pro- 
choice activities as in Ireland. 

As pro-choice activists, this 
frightening spectre of even greater 
legal repression of women’s 
reproductive rights, coupled with 
government’s predictable failure to 
restrain Operation “Rescue” and 
related anti-choice terrorists, it is once 
again a grim reminder that we cannot 
rely on increasingly hostile politicians 
to secure us our rights. We must 
organize ourselves to defend against 
these assaults through direct action 























well woman health care. 

The Federation of Feminist 
Women's Health Centers formed out 
of these clinics. They posed a 
fundamentally different understanding 
of women's physiology through doing 
their own women controlled research, 
and in so doing exposed the deeply 
entrenched sexism in common 
medical thinking about women’s 
bodies. For example, we are taught 
that the vagina is an open canal, open 
for the entry of penises or the exit of 
babies. It only takes one self 
speculum exam to know that the 
vagina is not an open passageway as it 
is portrayed in every high school 
biology and medical text, but it is a 
potential passageway. 

The founders also developed 
menstrual extraction, a method of 
removing the uterine contents, and 
they published a number of wonderful 
books, which anyone interested in self 
help should read: A NEW view of a 
WOMAN’S BODY. HOW TO STAY 

OUT OF THE GYNECOLOGISTS 

OFFICE, and WOMAN CENTERED 
PREGNANCY AND BIRTH . 

At the root of the philosophy of self 
help is criticism of western hierarchical, 
male dominated, for profit medicine. 
As Carol Downer, the former president 
of the Federation, explained in 1974, 
"[What] we think is destructive is taking 
an area of human activity, such as the 
upkeep of our physical selves and 
hoarding all the lore and knowledge 
that we have built up over the 
centuries in our various cultures, 
packaging it, sharing it with only a 
certain select number of people in the 
society, and then dispersing it like a 
product to those who are able to pay 
for it.'’ 

Women are kept particularly 
ignorant of their physiology and thus 
ignorant of how to take care of even 
the most common gynecological 
problems. Self help groups regularly 
come together to learn about their 
bodies and practice home health 
techniques with each other. In self 



I HEAR SOME PEOPLE SAY IT IS 
DANGEROUS- 

Menstrual extraction is done only in 
the context of a well-trained group, 
self-helpers are involved in a group for 
at least six months before getting 
involved in menstrual extraction. 
Rather than having all authority 
invested in "the doctor" all members 
are involved in the process and are 
able to do checks on each other. 
When women decide their periods 
using ME, sterile technique is always 
used. Furthermore, the uterine wall is 
thickest in its non-pregnant state and 
early in pregnancy, which greatly limits 
the chance of perforation. 

We need to combat the ignorance 
out there about self help. Anything is 
dangerous in the hands of untrained 
people. Even more frightening is the 
reality and history of women 
attempting to abort themselves with 
absolutely no understanding of their 
own physiology, of the importance of 
sterility, and ending up hemorrhaging 
or with crippling or mortal infections. 

POLITICALLY IT IS THE WRONG WAY 
TO GO. WE NEED TO FIGHT TO 
KEEP ABORTION LEGAL. 
SUPPORTING SELF-HELP IS 
DEFEATIST- 
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own self-help groups NOW and start to 
learn. Getting involved in the women's 
health community and reproductive 
rights activism will help you hook up 
with women who know about self help. 
You don't need to be in a group to be 
a supporter and to educate other 
women about it. 

It is essential to build support for the 
self-help movement or get involved 
yourself. While the fight to keep 
abortion legal and accessible is the 
first priority, we need to support our 
sisters who will be prepared to save j 
women’s lives when abortion is illegal. 
We also need to learn lessons from 
women’s history of the Jane Collective 
that women will learn and do what they 
need to do to survive in repressive] 
times. We encourage women to learn I 
self-help now, and to spread the word. I 
Also stolen from BACORR (Bay Areal 
Coalition for Our Reproductive Rights) I 



Whichever occurs, the next 
I step is total criminalization of abortion. 
This fight may take place on the state 
level, where anti-choice legislators are 
sharpening their pencils and activists 
are readying themselves, or it may be 
shifted entirely to the Federal level, 
where pro-choicers in Congress are 
attempting to pass the Freedom of 
Choice Act over the veto of President 
Bush and the opposition of many in 
Congress. It is also not unthinkable 
that the Supreme Court may find ‘the 
Right to Life of Unborn Children” 
within the constitution in the near 
future, immediately criminalizing pro- 
choice activities as in Ireland. 

As pro-choice activists, this 
frightening spectre of even greater 
legal repression of women’s 
reproductive rights, coupled with 
government’s predictable failure to 
restrain Operation “Rescue” and 
related anti-choice terrorists, it is once 
again a grim reminder that we cannot 
rely on increasingly hostile politicians 
to secure us our rights. We must 
organize ourselves to defend against 
these assaults through direct action 
and to extend abortion rights to all 
women, whether it is legal to do so or 
not. Raise your own voice at the 
EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
DEMONSTRATION AGAINST 
ANTI-ABORTION SUPREME COURT 
PENNSYLVANIA DECISION. Listen to 
the radio, read the paper, alert your 
friends, and DEMONSTRATE the day 
of the decision, at 5:30 pm at 16th & 
Mission, in San Francisco! 
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continued from page 3 

wanting to threaten the Democrats 
and Republicans with the spectre of 
their violent opposition to abortion— 
Buffalo is the site O.R. has chosen to 
swing the next sledgehammer blow 
against women. We say, fight back. 
We must go to Buffalo. WE are all that 
stands between our right to choose 
and the misogynist people who would 
force us physically into back alleys. 
Give clinic defenders your support. 

The work we do in Buffalo will 
not be easy. Aside from the battle 
against O.R., and the likely dangerous 
encounters with police, we must also 
battle against the conservative "pro- 
choice” forces in that city whose fear 
of offending "authority" if they take 
action to defend their own rights has 
made them back off from the struggle. 
The largest and richest “mainstream” 
organization in Buffalo, the Pro Choice 
Network, withdrew from the Buffalo 
United for Choice coalition • within 
weeks of its formation, and held a 
press conference to denounce the 
concept of defending the clinics. They 
invited their members and all pro¬ 
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choice people in Buffalo to “join us in 
\ ignoring the arrival of Randall Terry and 
Operation Rescue.” They have made 
it very hard for the dedicated activists 
in Buffalo to raise money, get meeting 
space, and obtain the equipment they 
will need to withstand O.R.’s assault— 
not to mention withdrawing their 
people and resources from the 
tremendous logistical and 
coordinating effort that must be in 
place before O.R. arrives. 

Join BACORR and other 
abortion activists from around the 
country who will go to Buffalo to 
defend women’s right to abortion 
against these odds. We need money 
for legal defense, for equipment, for 
transportation and for housing. If you 
can go, plan to go for a week at a time, 
preferably during the first two weeks of 
O.R.’s attack—that will be the critical 
period for us to break their spirit and 
deny them a toehold. We must be 
prepared to go wherever they go. 

Send checks made out to 
BACORR, earmarked for Buffalo, to 
5337 College Ave., #213, Oakland, 
CA 94618, or call (415)541-5690. 
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statement vilifying her as a "false 
leader of the people" (actual SL 
statements) and an "enemy of the 
revolution." Go figure. 

The'situation with the other guerilla 
group, el Movimiento Revolucionario 
Tupac Amaru, is more complex. I have 
heard fewer criticisms of them by the 
students, fewer criticisms from the 
Popular Movement. This is because 
MRTA has some ties with groups in 
the Popular Movement, including in 
the only regularly produced leftist 
periodical, CAMBI& (yes, with the 
crosshair), a paper that acts as the 
unofficial voice of the MRTA. This 

support for the MRTA is beginning to 
docreasft however Hue to a In mo 


probably about three or four times as 
many as were in Berkeley during the 
People's Park resistance last summer. 
Granted it was a large mobilization 
(unsure how many people exactly, but 
it stretched for blocks), but still there 
were a shitload of jackboots - the 
majority of them soldiers with guns 
who were not exactly interested in 
crowd control unless we're talking 
about the dead crowd variety. The 
police attacked us with tear gas and 
water cannons about an hour into the 
march. This was the result of a truly 
humorous situation. You see, the 
police had been kind of herding us 

along all over the downtown for an 
hour with the hnln nf the 
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MAY 17th Location: Black Repertory Theater 

652-8828 Berkeley, CA Music/Culture 

MALCOLM X’s 
Birthday 

CELEBRATION 



CALENDAR 

continued from b*c.k page 
called the Cultural and Political 
Freakout and Rap Center for the 
Western World. 

* Medical Marijuana and Earth Day 
Concert in Delores Park at 18th and 
Delores, SF, noon -5pm. 

Monday, April 27 

• Earth Day Pacific Stock Exchange 
Blockade, 6 a.m. 301 Pine St at Bush 
St. Direct Action, creative resistance, 
street theatre. Bring your own brain, 
creativity and outrage. 

bets by climbing on top of a bunch of 

crates which an ambulante had 
stacked next to his stand (there were a 
whole helluva lot of ambulante on the 
streets and sidewalks on both sides of 
the march). I thought I’d then have a 
better view of what was going on up 
front, both because I was interested in 
what passed up front and because I 
thought I'd be above all the action if 
things started to turn ugly. It was the 
worst move I could have possibly 
made. Just as I got to the top of the 
crates I began to see these projectiles 
fly up from in front of the march and 
land further back. Tear gas. Actually, 
tactically, it was a pretty stupid move to 
shoot the tear gas at us. This is 
because since we were in a street with 
some really tall buildings and there was 
a bit of a wind, almost all the gas got 
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Thursday, April 30 

• Resistance 500 Coalition Benefit 
with the Balafon Marimba Ensemble, 
videos, information tables, drumming, 
and updates. 9 pm at Ashkenaz, San 
Pablo at Gilman in Berkeley. 
Ashkenaz 525-5054. 

Tuesday, May 12 

•Demonstration and/or blockade of 
Miles Cutter Labs (toxics, anti¬ 
democratic corporate politics, animal 
research). 8 a.m. 4th and Parker, 
Berkeley. 

Friday, May 15 

• Funeral march to commemorate the 
shooting and death of James Rector 
during the establishment of People's 
Park in 1969. Will follow the route of 
the Alameda County Sheriff Death 
Squad responsible for the shooting of 
100 people on Bloody Thursday. 

Sunday, May 17 

• Malcolm X birthday celebration. 
Berkeley Repetory theater, time TBA. 
Music and culture. See ad this issue 
for details. 

Tuesday, May 19 

• Michael Brown out of Town Day. 
Telegraph Ave. Activities and time to 
be announced. 

• Demonstration against Pelican Bay, 
Marion, Flenence, and all control unit 
prisons in the U.S. 4:30-6:00 pm New 
State Building, Van Ness and 
McAllister, San Francisco. 






United for Choice coalition • within 
weeks of its formation, and held a 
press conference to denounce the 
concept of defending the clinics. They 
invited their members and all pro- 


prepared to go wherever they go. 

Send checks made out to 
BACORR, earmarked for Buffalo, to 
5337 College Ave., #213, Oakland, 
CA 94618, or call (415)541-5690. 


Popular Movement in Peru 

continued from paged 


statement vilifying her as a "false 
leader of the people" (actual SL 
statements) and an "enemy of the 
revolution." Go figure. 

The'srtuation with the other guerilla 
group, el Movimiento Revolucionario 
Tupac Amaru, is more complex. I have 
heard fewer criticisms of them by the 
students, fewer criticisms from the 
Popular Movement. This is because 
MRTA has some ties with groups in 
the Popular Movement, including in 
the only regularly produced leftist 
periodical, CAMBI& (yes, with the 
crosshair), a paper that acts as the 
unofficial voice of the MRTA. This 
support for the MRTA is beginning to 
decrease however due to a huge 
factional split in MRTA, a split with a 
long and complex history. Also, MRTA 
has lost much of its popular support 
through its change in tactics. Some 
leaders of the MRTA began to say a 
few years back that MRTA was too soft 
and needed a new, tougher image to 
compete with SL. This led to some 
MRTA attacks on cinemas, 
restaurants, and other public places - 
attacks that have resulted in the 
deaths of many "innocent" (I use the 
word hesitantly) people. Pretty much, 
it is the dynamic between SL and 
MRTA that has caused so much loss of 
support for MRTA. One gets the 
feeling that if it weren't for the 
presence of Sendero, MRTA might 
have had the potential to become a 
group with wide popular support, like 
the FMLN. 

So far I've been to three pueblos 
jovenes (Villa El Salvador, and 
Mariategui and Juan Pablo II in San 
Juan de Lurigancho). Today in the 
afternoon I went with three students 
from the Bienestar of the Federacion 
Universitaria de San Marcos to take 
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probably about three or four times as 
many as were in Berkeley during the 
People's Park resistance last summer. 
Granted it was a large mobilization 
(unsure how many people exactly, but 
it stretched for blocks), but still there 
were a shitload of jackboots - the 
majority of them soldiers with guns 
who were not exactly interested in 
crowd control unless we're talking 
about the dead crowd variety. The 
police attacked us with tear gas and 
water cannons about an hour into the 
march. This was the result of a truly 
humorous situation. You see, the 
police had been kind of herding us 
along ail over the downtown for an 
hour, with the help of the CGTP 
leadership. At every intersection, the 
union "leaders" and the police would 
huddle up and decide where the 
march was going (the leaders were in 
front of course). I was also near the 
front and got to see the whole thing 
time and time again at every 
intersection. The reason the police 
and army were doing this was because 
they wanted to keep the march away 
from the Plaza de Armas and the 
Palacio del Gobierno. I have no idea 
exactly why the union "leaders" were 
helping the police do this, but they 
were. (Also, before the march started 
we got to stand around for a couple of 
hours of boring speeches ...blah, 
blah, blah - most of which ended with 
an exhortation to "Mantengan el 
orden" - "Maintain order” - during the 
march. I get the feeling that this is the 
Peruvian version of "no-violence.") 

Well, at two or three times early in 
the march there were some really 
tense situations as the police, army, 
and union leaders tried to lead the 
march away from the Plaza de Armas. 
You see, the miner's union was 

marchina riaht behind the union 


• Earth Day Pacific Stock Exchange 
Blockade, 6 a.m. 301 Pine St at Bush 
St. Direct Action, creative resistance, 
street theatre. Bring your own brain, 
creativity and outrage. 


bets by climbing on top of a bunch of 
crates which an ambulante had 
stacked next to his stand (there were a 
whole helluva lot of ambulante on the 
streets and sidewalks on both sides of 
the march). I thought I’d then have a 
better view of what was going on up 
front, both because I was interested in 
what passed up front and because I 
thought I'd be above all the action if 
things started to turn ugly. It was the 
worst move I could have possibly 
made. Just as I got to the top of the 
crates I began to see these projectiles 
fly up from in front of the march and 
land further back. Tear gas. Actually, 
tactically, it was a pretty stupid move to 
shoot the tear gas at us. This is 
because since we were in a street with 
some really tall buildings and there was 
a bit of a wind, almost all the gas got 
sucked straight up (like a little tornado 
or dust storm). I'm sure this would 
have been humorous if not for one 
thing: i was above the crowd. As a 
result I got hit by the gas more than the 
majority of the people. It was a lot 
worse than I tiad imagined -1 panicked 
and nearly fell into the crowd of people 
as I tried to get down from the crates. 

The police were also using water 
cannons on the people in front but I 
was back far enough not to be hit. The 
crowd didn't disperse for two reasons: 
there was no where to disperse to 
since we were hemmed in, and the 
tear gas had been mostly ineffective. 
At this point, the union officials 
returned with the army they had been 
following. Amazingly enough, they 
managed to put the majority of the 
march back together, and the police 
allowed them to continue as long as 
they didn’t try to go to the Plaza de 
Armas. I had had enough since I was 
feeling nauseous and having trouble 
breathing as a result of the gas. That’s 
the most action I've seen here. 

I could go into details of the 
government's violations of human 

rinhtQ hut I think that'll haua tn wait 
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democratic corporate politics, animal 
research). 8 a.m. 4th and Parker, 
Berkeley. 

Friday, May 15 

• Funeral march to commemorate the 
shooting and death of James Rector 
during the establishment of People's 
Park in 1969. Will follow the route of 
the Alameda County Sheriff Death 
Squad responsible for the shooting of 
100 people on Bloody Thursday. 

Sunday, May 17 

• Malcolm X birthday celebration. 
Berkeley Repetory theater, time TBA. 
Music and culture. See ad this issue 
for details. 

Tuesday, May 19 

• Michael Brown out of Town Day. 
Telegraph Ave. Activities and time to 
be announced. 

• Demonstration against Pelican Bay, 
Marion, Flenence, and all control unit 
prisons in the U.S. 4:30-6:00 pm New 
State Building, Van Ness and 
McAllister, San Francisco. 


People’s Park 

continued t from page 5 

until a new bulldozer arrived. At this 
point, backed by about thirty more riot 
police, they entered the area that had 
been doomed to basketball, arresting 
about twenty people who refused to 
leave, beating many, and driving the 
others into Haste Street and deeper 
into the Park. 

As the arrestees were being 
removed by vehicle, protesters 
blocked a vehicle carrying an arrestee 
and built a barricade in Haste Street. 
Police angrily attacked the group, 
escalating the situation into a rock¬ 
throwing riot for about five minutes As 
the situation cooled, remaining 
protesters at Haste Street regrouped 
with others in the Park, and after 
eating lunch, the demonstration 
ended. 

Small demonstrations 
continued through the week. 
Determined to crack down, police 
systematically arrested activists on the 
Avenue for frivilous or unsubstantiable 
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decrease however due to a huge 
factional split in MRTA, a split with a 
long and complex history. Also, MRTA 
has lost much of its popular support 
through its change in tactics. Some 
leaders of the MRTA began to say a 
few years back that MRTA was too soft 
and needed a new, tougher image to 
compete with SL. This led to some 
MRTA attacks on cinemas, 
restaurants, and other public places - 
attacks that have resulted in the 
deaths of many "innocent" (I use the 
word hesitantly) people. Pretty much, 
it is the dynamic between SL and 
MRTA that has caused so much loss of 
support for MRTA. One gets the 
feeling that if it weren't for the 
presence of Sendero, MRTA might 
have had the potential to become a 
group with wide popular support, like 
the FMLN. 

So far I’ve been to three pueblos 
jovenes (Villa El Salvador, and 
Mariategui and Juan Pablo II in San 
Juan de Lurigancho). Today in the 
afternoon I went with three students 
from the Bienestar of the Federacion 
Universitaria de San Marcos to take 
food to Mariategui, and I was able to 
speak with members of the 
comedores populares and see their 
operation first-hand. Seeing the work 
of the comedores populares has really 
impressed upon me the importance of 
the work of Food Not Bombs... I’d 
been to pueblos jovenes before and 
had talked to the people there, but 
hadn’t really seen them function like I 
did today. The self-organization of the 
popular movement here proves the 
workability of non-governmental, 
communalist movements. I don't think 
that it’s possible to truly comprehend 
the scale and complexity of self 
organization without seeing it yourself. 

On March 5th, I attended a 
mobilization of the Confederacion 
General de Trabajadores de Peru 
(CGTP), the leftist trade union 
confederation. I had never seen so 
many police and soldiers in my life: 
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hour, with the help of the CGTP 
leadership. At every intersection, the 
union "leaders" and the police would 
huddle up and decide where the 
march was going (the leaders were in 
front of course). I was also near the 
front and got to see the whole thing 
time and time again at every 
intersection. The reason the police 
and army were doing this was because 
they wanted to keep the march away 
from the Plaza de Armas and the 
Palacio del Gobierno. I have no idea 
exactly why the union "leaders" were 
helping the police do this, but they 
were. (Also, before the march started 
we got to stand around for a couple of 
hours of boring speeches ...blah, 
blah, blah - most of which ended with 
an exhortation to "Mantengan el 
orden" - "Maintain order" - during the 
march. I get the feeling that this is the 
Peruvian version of ’’no-violence.") 

Well, at two or three times early in 
the march there were some really 
tense situations as the police, army, 
and union leaders tried to lead the 
march away from the Plaza de Armas. 
You see, the miner's union was 
marching right behind the union 
officials, since the march was 
supposed to be a solidarity march of all 
the unions in the CGTP with miners 
who are on strike. And the rank and 
file miners wanted to go to the Plaza 
de Armas. The first couple of times 
the march began to turn away from the 
Plaza de Armas, the miners and the 
union officials began to argue about 
where they were going ... however we 
always ended following the police 
army and union officials. The third or 
fourth time, however, the miners 
decided to take things in their own 
hands. As the union officials turned to 
follow a large part of the army (they 
were at the head of the march), the 
miners just kept going toward straight 
towards a line of police that was 
blocking the way to the Plaza de 
Armas. 

At this point I decided to hedge my 


sucked straight up (like a little tornado 
or dust storm). I’m sure this would 
have been humorous if not for one 
thing: ! was above the crowd. As a 
result I got hit by the gas more than the 
majority of the people. It was a lot 
worse than I had imagined -1 panicked 
and nearly fell into the crowd of people 
as I tried to get down from the crates. 

The police were also using water 
cannons on the people in front but I 
was back far enough not to be hit. The 
crowd didn't disperse for two reasons: 
there was no where to disperse to 
since we were hemmed in, and the 
tear gas had been mostly ineffective. 
At this point, the union officials 
returned with the army they had been 
following. Amazingly enough, they 
managed to put the majority of the 
march back together, and the police 
allowed them to continue as long as 
they didn’t try to go to the Plaza de 
Armas. I had had enough since I was 
feeling nauseous and having trouble 
breathing as a result of the gas. That’s 
the most action I've seen here. 

I could go into details of the 
government's violations of human 
rights, but I think that'll have to wait 
until I get back. I'll just leave you with a 
statement by the Minister of the 
Interior, General Juan Briones Davilla, 
to give you a clue: "Vamos a instalar a 
nuestros efectivos en sus 
asentamientos humanos, y armar 
rondas con o sin su consentimiento, 
tambien tendra’n que empadronar a 
todos los pobladores de su Zona. El 
que no colabore con nosotros ser'a 
automa'ticamente considerado como 
subversivo." (El Comercio Tuesday, 
February 25, 1992) - "We are going to 
install our troops en their (poor) 
communities and arm rondas (urban 
militias under control of army and/or 
police) with or without their consent. 
Also they will have to take a (census) 
list of all the (poor) people of their 
zone. The person who doesn't 
collaborate with us will be automatically 
considered a subversive.” Lovely. 
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until a new bulldozer arrived. At this 
point, backed by about thirty more riot 
police, they entered the area that had 
been doomed to basketball, arresting 
about twenty people who refused to 
leave, beating many, and driving the 
others into Haste Street and deeper 
into the Park. 

As the arrestees were being 
removed by vehicle, protesters 
blocked a vehicle carrying an arrestee 
and built a barricade in Haste Street. 
Police angrily attacked the group, 
escalating the situation into a rock¬ 
throwing riot for about five minutes As 
the situation cooled, remaining 
protesters at Haste Street regrouped 
with others in the Park, and after 
eating lunch, the demonstration 
ended. 

Small demonstrations 
continued through the week. 
Determined to crack down, police 
systematically arrested activists on the 
Avenue for frivilous or unsubstantiable 
charges stemming from alleged activity 
at the protest the morning of 
construction. Harassment of the 
homeless escalated dramatically. 

On Friday, a group of seventy- 
five protesters eluded and confused 
large numbers of police for two hours, 
moving around the Park, Telegraph 
Avenue and Sproul Plaza. Three were 
arrested at the end of demo. Similar 
actions occured the following two 
Fridays. 

WHAT NOW? 

At this time, after nearly a year 
of intense repression (preceded by 
decades of other repression), The 
People's Park community and the 
physical People’s Park are in a state of 
disasterous disarray. Both must be 
repaired as much as possible before 
popular control of the Park can be 
restored. 





OR PATHETIC BEYOND BELIEF? 


flying kick to the Pacific Stock Exchange doors, see page 
12 for story) 
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WILD IN THE STREETS? 


Friday, April 17 

• Benefit Dance Concert for Save SF 
Bay Association and Earth Drama Lab 
(performing arts festival focusing on 
the environment). Zulu Spear, Zazu 
Pitts Memorial Orchestra, Connie 
Champagne and her orchestra, MC 
Jello Biafra and more. $12. 7 pm to 
midnight at Fort Mason Festival 
Pavillion in SF. Call Life on the Water 
ticket office for more info (415) 776- 
8999 

Saturday, April 18 

Demonstration against the execution 
of Robert Alton Harris. Marina Green 
(East side near Fort Mason), San 
Francisco from 12-2 pm. 

Fri. & Sat. April 17 & 18 
‘Clinic Defense. Operation Rescue will 
attack Bay Area Women’s Clinics. Join 
the defense at 6 AM at Family 
Planning Specialists, 100 Webster St. 
at Jack London Sq. Oakland for the 
East Bay or Prenancy Consultation 
Center, 1801 Bush at Octavia in San 
Franciscc. Call BACORR for more info 
at (415)541-5690. 

Sunday, April 19 

• Pagan Egg Hunt in People’s Park. 
(The Easter Bunny is being tormented 
in the laboratories of Miles-Cutter but 
rumor has it the Pagan Frog will come!) 


Calendar 

Also, begin mural painting of the 
People's Park Bathroom-NOT! 


* Earth First! Roadshow featuring 
Darryl Cherney’s new band Local #1, 
plus slides and comedy on forest 
issues and FBI oppression. 7:30 pm 
at La Perta, 3105 Shattuck (south of 
Ashby) in Berkeley. ($5 to $8). 

* Queer Army Easter Church Action. 
Info: (415)957-3638. 

Monday, April 20 

‘March against the execution of 
Robert Alton Harris. From the Palace 
of the Legion of Honor in SF to San 
Quentin Prison. 7 am. 

‘All night vigil at San Quentin against 
the execution. 7pm. 

Wednesday, April 22 

* Rally and Speak-Out for Abortion 
Rights 5:30 PM New State Building, 
Van Ness and Me Allister, San 
Francisco. This supreme court will 
begin to hear arguments on 
Pennsylvania’s anti-abortion law on 
this day (see cover story). 


Thursday, April 23 

• Guatemalan Perspectives 
presentation by Hazaiah Williams, 
Oxfam's west coast outreach director. 
For info call 652-4388. 7:30 pm at La 
Perta, 3105 Shattuck in Berkeley. 
Donations accepted. 

Friday, April 24 

• World Laboratory Liberation Day. 
Statewide anti-vivisection rally and 
protest march on the animal labs at UC 
Berkeley. 12 to 2 pm Upper Sproul 
(Biko) plaza. (UC campus) Darrel 
Cherney plays music on Lower Sproul 
5-7 pm. 

Saturday, April 25 

• SF People’s Earth Day with 
multicultural activities, environmental 
awareness and workshops, in a block- 
party-style atmosphere. Focuses on 
the environmental racism involved in 
the disposal of most toxic wastes in 
communities of color, such as Hunter's 
Point. 10 am to 5 pm at Third St. and 
Newcomb. For info (415) 512-9025. 

Sunday, April 26 

• 23rd Anniversary of the People's 
Park. Street Faire and concert. 
Games, mural painting. Big event. 
Celebrate what's left of the park, once 

continued on page 15 











